
Actions 
344 ·· Enemy 

QUAN LOI - Hard-fighting B!ackhorse troopers 
killed 344 enemy soldiers in scattered action this month. 

The heaviest fighting came iri the first 12 days of 
the month, when a total of 323 enemy died. 

On Sept 6 an all-day battle betwee.n elements of the 
1st Sqdn and part of the 209th NVA Regt about 2½ miles 
west of Loe Ninh left 54 enemy dead and six captured. 

The fighting, until then the heaviest. seen in more 
than two weeks, came as B Trp was moving through the 
jungle about 9:00 am, on its way to sweep an area where 
C Trp had killed 12 NVA the previous afternoon. 

The .action began when the ere\'\' .of one pf the lead 
ACAVs . spotted an estimated company-sized unit and 
opened up with all guns. : . . 

MARK THAT SPOT-1st Lt Michael G. 
Keuhn .'.Jf the 919th Engineer Co calls in to 

headquarters description of a mine he has 
just uncovered. (Photo By Larson) 

"All at once there was RPG and AK 47 fire hitting 
us all over," a weary ACA V driver •said in describing the 
action. 
• D Co and C Trp, sweeping the jungle nearby, were 
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contacted and moved . to aid B Trp. . 
By mid-morning, C Trp was also in contact. 
Maj. John C. Bahnsen, then commander of 1st Sqdn, 

was overhead, directing oper• 
ations from his command heli- IIGI ·. II 
copter. • eason 

''They were trying to set up an • - - • 
ambush for us, but we walked in Ch 
on their little party and let them . anges 

• taste some more• of our lead," 
. he commented. • · , . 
• Later in the day, F Trp killed ·Sha· ·w ·: s. 
: 13 NVA while •. defending its • • 

NDP. • 
The next day was also des- By John Cody • 

tined to bring heavy action to FSB ;/ON - Only one month. 
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the Iron horses of Blackhorse. after being assigned to B Trp, 

• cto er ,·,. I Trp, , newly-arrived from 1st Sqdn a former NV A first~• 
-------------------------------------~~- Blackhorse base camp, was lieutenant· named Ha Van Phong 

.1 S.t; 2 n·. d Get N ,ew. C' o· 
5 

moving about five miles south has been put in for a Bronze 

Two squadrons of -th_e .. Re,gi•, ... 

On Sept 5 Lt Col. Grail L. 
Brookshire succeeded ,Lt : .. Col 
James H. Aarestad : :as •• com-. 
mander .of >the .2nd :.Sqmidron~ 
a.nd, .two,da:yitlater.; Lt Col Ji,hn 
M. Norton took rommand of ... the 
1st Squadron 'from Maj John C. 
Bahnsen, Jr. 
· In .th'e first ceremony,. held at 

!'-Ire Suppor,f~,l3ase Aspen . II, 
Regimental Commander Col 
J.ames H. Leach presented. Lt 
Col Aarestad ,with a Silver Star 
with two Oak Leaf clusters, .a 
Legion Qf Merit with one · Oak 
Leaf cluster and an Air Medal 

o ares a comma n e 
the 2nd Squadron for his last 
five'niontlis of his·Yletnam tour. 
From: Sept ·1968 ·lolApril ·of this 
year he served as ·Deputy G-3, I 
Field Force. 

"I am very, very proud to 
have served with what has to be 
the frnest fighting unit in ,the Pa
cific theater, and • almost cer
tainly the entire Army," he· said. 

He won the Silver Star when, 
on June 7, ·he ordered his com
mand helicopter , ,flown ·a .I ex
tremely low levels over ,a battle 
between part of ,the 2nd Squad
ron and .an estimated battalion 

MPs -Share· Role 
By Mike Mang 

AN LO~The 11th Cav 
has • begun • an ambitious 
program aimed at producing 
effective law enforcement 
through cooperation be
tween U.S. and Vietnamese 
authorities. 

The chief aspect of the 
program is combined patrols 
of An Loe consisting of 
MPs from the 11th Cav and 
the 1st Air Cav Division, 
and members of the Quan 
Sat ( civilian police) and 
ARYN MPs. 

Developed by Capt Robert I. 
Anderson, 11th Cav provost mar
shal, the program is intended to 
improve liaison 8nd efficiency of 
the law enforcement agencies of 
An Loe. 

"Soon after the 11th Cav MP 
platoon was organized in late 
July, it became apparent that a 
better way was needed to pro• 
vide uniform law enforcement 

and smoother cooperation be
tween . civilian and military au
thorities in An Loe," said Ander
son. 

He cited differences between 
American units' regulations as 
one cause of problems before 
the program was started. "With 
the 1st and 11th Cavs operating 
together in An Loe there will be 
no question as to what is to be 
enforced," he added. 

The joint patrols are also ex
pected to eliminate problems be
tween military police and civil
ians . "Military law forbids 
searches of civilian personnel or 
property by MPs. With the Quan 
Sat there, we will not lose time 
waiting for the proper author
ities to arrive after an incident 
occurs," said Anderson. 

Anderson first worked with 
such combined patrols while 
serving with the 18th MP Bde in 
Saigon, before being assigned to 
the Blackhorse Regiment in 
July. 

"This is the first time this 
(Continued on Page 2) 

west of An Loe about 3: 00 p.m. Star with "V" for. valor. 
when it encountered sinall arms, Known as "Jackie Gleason" 
RPG and machine gun fire. for his constant smile and ap. 

M-60 and .50 caliber bullets preciative consumption of ·.U.S. 
lashed out from the ACAVs' and Army chow, the .. Kit tiirson 

r,,c· $herijlans'1..!!m~l11"'ii(l!ns <,splln, ' Scout has. ,.,• become'·{'a:? ~eJIAi'fer 
•' ' r.tliif~,j(lw~cfi!!tli',#(!i,rotiei'f""l°''t11~irib~'r"i\'f'tM trffli'{,:"'",-.~ " 

ria irection to tihe ground £or the enemy. His journey to the 11th ACR 
forc~s •. ~ .. :·.i.i.l;? ,., i-; 
. At one; ·p_9m 

which cost fhe e 
he alerted ·ground; !' 
oulllankrng attempt • 

..., .. Clouds of , earth and tree llel- began in January 1~9 in _Hal)oi 
·., ched skywaril ·;,•iis r· main ·' gun when he started south" with the 

'. ·\.". o u n d s , from .• the Siierldans 308th NVA Infiltration . Division. 
. ·'. screamed onto the ambushers' Ha was a company commander 

the NV A force. • . 
The • Legion ··of ' Merit • was 

aw ii rd e d .. for outstanding 
achievement · • and professional 
competenCe during his Vietnam 
tour. ._·, 

The Air Medal for valor was 
presented for heroism in flight 
on. April 29, when he disregarded 
enemy fire and made low:tevel 

(Continued o_n' P_age 3) .. 

positions. at the lime. : ' •. 
The Air Cav. Troop's light ob- After a harrowing elght-rnbnth 

servation helicopters (LOHs) march, his unit afrived south of 
and Cobra gunships raced to the· the DMZ and he turned himself 
area and raked the etlemy with in to a Chieu Hoi center: ·f1 
rocket and mini-gun fire. Blue "Some of the Gls were a little 
Max gunships and artillery fire suspicious at first, but I was 
from the 1st Cavalry Division treated well for the most. part," 
chewed up the jungle even said Ha. • 
more. He was flown to a political or!• 

M-48 "Patton" tanks from M entation center near Saigon for 
(Corillnued on Page 6) (Conllnued on Page 7► 

POWER PLAY-M-48 tanks from M Co 
rumble forward on line in search of the 

enemy. They were sweeping an ~a;ahiiilt 
six miles south of Ouan Loi. • • •.' ··- .,., 

• (Photo By Mang) 
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SLACKHORSE 

New Techniques 
·= . ..,: .. _ . . .:'.•r:·.., • •• , . 
:~. ,.- ;~ ' '·; On August 18, the Blackhorse Regiment 

began airliftirig an entire troop ol ACAVs 
to an isolated village which was almost 
inaccessible by road. 

By the time . the project was completed 
the next day, the Regiment-had written a · 
new page In the unit's colorful history. 

~f 't)' , C . ,, ii 
,·. 

The Bo Due air lilt shows once again· 
how the Regiment's troopers have won 
fame and achieved battle success repeated
ly through new techniques and Innovations .. -c',;; 
on the "by the book" ways of doing things. .-.".f.-.: 

Troopers of the Blackhorse have capital- ·· 
ized on the Vietnamese Jungle terrain 11nd -re;· 
tactics of the enemy by breaking entirely '":J 

away from . the traditional armor concept: . No longder doesd an . E_';~:~~_§::_~--,·-'•. 
armored squadron attempt to keep itself autonomous an masse in .. _ 
one latge recon formation. 

·: C~rrent ~perations of the Blackhorse present.a splemlid display 
of the Regiment's ability to operate effectively on multiple fronts, 
str.ateglcally dividing its forces and using each element to Its 
maximum _ability in fighting against an elusive enemy. 
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Reenlist~ 
With ,Tour 
Guarantee 

Troopers · who · liav~ served at 
least 011e tour in .·Vletnlllll can 
now' reenli,st (or ·a .second tour -
ana;,_ha:~ :,\h~ir.; assjgnine!l\ to a 
sp~c~~iS u~it} 0":':"f. ~ere .~µa~an-
teed. • , .· . • 

The change;: spelled ·out in D
A n)essage 920670, applies to all 
soldiers· up to E-6 who reenlist 
for duty here 11nder the overs~as 
are_!\ enlistmen_t option, 

UJltjJ now, men reenlisting for 
d~ly.) iere c~µJd not be guaran
teed, assignment to a specific 
~.rill or. Qrganizatjon. . . 

Soldiers taking· advantage of 
this • ,option . ca,n· reerills'i- for as 
-little as three' years, while thqse 
re-upp_ing' for a iong tpur afea 
such' as ·Europe must take at 
least four years. 

At .the same time A Trp's ACAV's were winging their way to 
Bo Dile, tankers of M Co and members of G Trp were working 
a\ widely-separated locations in support of 1st Cav Div troops. 

•. Meanwhile, K Trp was performing another one of our many 
diverse missions; training the 5th ARVN Armored Cav Regt at 

"Guess he's -j~st back from ~~r{ II." 

There is still no guarantee 
that a man will spend his full 
tour with the unit for which he 
reenlisted. 

Blackhorse. 
, With •1st Squadron headquarters at Loe Ninh, 2nd Squadron 

at DI Ah and 3d Squadron at An Loe, the Regiment Is deployed in 
such a mariner that it can bring effective armored power against 
enemy action anywhere in the II Field Force area of operations. 

With helicopters to facilitate rapid troop movement and instant 
radio contact to coordinate operations, Blackhorse troopers are in 
a poslff(?n• to instantly· destroy any eriemy force. By Cba.,iain 'ji.' ,, , · , 

Blackhorse Troopers;.,fsalute ,you for .your constant innovation . Wllllam·P; ,Trciiia'Gt1'rt,;.,, .,;. 
. ~nd .ability to accomplish· the seemingJj-,· impossible. Your pro- .,. +.:.. ;~. ··::· •• '-.... ,~~,-~,.,•-~ht;,ftt.( :--~~, ·- • 
feaslonallsm has produced the fine c·ombat record, for which Black- · 1-.,Severalryea:r9_11go,l-~w a,-PfO· 
horse Is -known anll envied. Allons! gram on television _wlilch, had . 

an interesting theme: 'l'he ques
tion, "Who are; yi>ti,?'\'''lfas put 
to many individuals to see what 
their- answer would ·be;• r. • 

rt J,,• 

Col James H. Leach, 
40th Commander, 
the Biackhorse Regiment 

WO Career Programs 
~ Before you 

r-t..i7,:~ read any furth-
,. • er, answer that 

questic:,n your~ 

answers. 
The responses 

A three-level career devel- and attendance will be required givefl ... On that 
opment course for non-aviator as soon ·after appointment to WO pi-Ogram were 
warrant officers has been ap- as possible. no par ,cu ar y earth-shaking. 

_proved by Gen William C. West- Warrant Officers will be con- "lam a husband,. father, man, 
moreland, Army ohief of staff. sidered for Career Course at• doctor, etc" were typical re-

The education program, to be tendance five years after -their plies made, to the question. 
organized much like the two-lev- appointment. Courses in this lev- · 
el aviator warrant officer pro- el will range from five weeks for . ·The ·. Interesting part' of ' the 
gram established at •Ft . Rucker graphic technicians to . 51 weeks topic is the order : In W,hich · the 
in July, Is outlined in DA pam- for missile maintenance tech• answers are given. The .flrst.re
phlet 600-11. . . . niclans. spi>nse ,is generally what a · man 

.Establisliment of the two war- Initially• Career Course at- thinks <if himrtr and the stand-
rant officer programs marks the ~;n~/i~;r~;;'tkts~'."ited to about ~~d~/e set or :~

1
~

8:'.\\F to live · 
first time In Army hiStory that .,, . The . Advanced Course the In --both· the,}Old .. ilnd New 
the)' have had ·a·· separate· mill- , caps .. tone course for warr;nt of- Testaments . of·\our,,Bible, the 
tary, education plan. : ,;; ; •• , ' • ' flcers, will be limited to those __llbser\'atlon .Jo . made ·that ' as a 

For a" ntlmtier of yeii~S: . offi- • with at least 13 years ol WO ser- ... hlt_nself, '.S,? ~11' Is. 
cers have had such 8 program.· vice. Courses ' lire expected to . . ou•~•. serjaJ .numbeh, ·social The goat- 1s·'to •have a career · · - , · , , · 
development plan· for .. warrant range from seven to 14 weeks. securitr, nu~ber~, and •th<? , like 
officers In almost "II MOSs. 
Some exceptions niay be the five 
ones assigned to , the Adjutant 
General branch. They are: 711A, 
712A, 031K; 741B and 741C. 
. The Initial courses will. be lim

ited to 25 or 30 different MOSs. 
Entry Level' courses wlll run 

from 15 to 18 weeks in length 

\I ~ ;.':-"" 
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are • convenient . methods of 
ideht.ifica·tion • and ·~erialnly have 
a useful place, • • 

.But that ·1s not ' ~~ough for any 
of us to base_ our lite upon. For 
myself, ."1 ,answer the question 
by sayiiig-;---"I am a man, a hus
band; a father, a soldier, an 
American, a golfer. a Christian 
and a host of othe,: things, " 

I hear soldiers calling other 
soldiers t~ings they . are not; 

taken seriously by anyone. 
Now, who do you think you 

are? The answer is pretty im
portant because it really deter
mines the way you live. 

Those around you can wale 
your actions and come. up wit 
a pretty . good answer. The, 
description may be: a . bum, 
good man, a friend or anythin 
else that accurately descrlb, 
your actions. 

Whatever you thinlc! you. ar, 
you are. 

MPs Start ,Patrols 
(Continued · From Page 1) 

nasma · oca n;u ~ a . 
Minor problems are expect< 

as the Americans and Vletnan 
ese get used to working togetl 
er, but the MPs are confident·, 
the success of the program. 

Christmas Seasori 
Early· for Mailefs 

BIEN HOA - "Christmgs 
comes but once a year," the 
saying goes, but !or Army postal 
clerks that is probably once a 
year too oMen. 

During the Yuletide season 
mail · triples In volume, long 
lines queue up in front of the 
mailing wi-ndows and extra 
people have to be added to post
al staffs to ·handle the maelst
rom of mail. 

And although the days may be 
trying for the mail clerks, they 
are • more than willing to give 
troopers every assistance. 

But they also ask their cus
tomers' .assistance in getting t-he 
mail off on time. 

As in any good governmental 
enterprise, Army postal units of
fer a number ol ways to ship 
packages and letters home. And 
a little extra is added for the 
Vietnam soldier namely, 
cheaper prices. 

The four options available are 
shipping by surface, space avail
able mail (SAM). parcel air ii rt 
(PAL) and air mail. 

Surface mail is shipped by 
boats and of courise ,takes much 
longer than the other options. 
Surface mail should be sent by 
Oct 15. 

SAM Is sent on a space-avail-

able basis by air to the state 
then by surface to its final dest 
nation. It should be postmark, 
by Nov 20 and is limited to pa 
eels under five lbs in weiglit, 

PAL mail isllmited to pac 
ages not more than .. 30 lbs 
weight--and shobld . be sent l 
Dec l. Like SAM packages, th, 
are shipped by air to -the U .f 
then carried by surface ma 
They do not, however, lly . to ti 
states on a space-avaliab 
basis . 

The "Charges are the same , 
for SAM, plus $1. 

Air mailed parcels travel I 
air all the way to their destin 
lion, and should be mailed I 

·nee 8. 
SAM and PAL were desigm 

for servicemen overseas to gi1 

service nearly as good as th 
provided by airmailing pac 
ages at the civilian rate, yet at 
much lower cost. It's a sma 
soldier that takes advantage 
them. 

And so, as the snow begins 
swirl (in Minnesota) it Is aga 
time to reach down into the J 
cesses of your ACA V ot ta1 
and pull out that little klmm 
!or Alice and the toy cart f, 
Bert, wipe the red dutt off, a, 
get them in ,the mail. 
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Old Hulk 
·_Proves 

- j,IJ~_eful 
QUA'jf,;:ijjif - It was "just a 

burned•oiit''hulk of ·an armored 
v e life l.e, ··ino.uldering in the 
middlq·.: pl, a.· rubber plantation. 
But to a s111all" unit of 11-th Cav 
troopers··_. it w3s a dream come 
true. _; ,· •• • • 

Members of the Regimental 
Hq·· Scout · section encountered 
the .hulk" -as ·· they drove their 
three ACAVs along the road of a 
Rubber plantation three miles 
northwht of An Loe. • 

"As we came up .the road 
about ·2 l)m .we noticed the 
burned out ACAV about 20 feet 
off the toad to. our right. It gave 
us ··a• _.w'eird:• feeling," said SSgt 
Jerry'Cusick;-Scout section lead• 
er . .. •. _ }_ • :'.~ 

Burned out ACAVs have a nat
u r a 11,y_ ·depressing effect on 
people w!io .rlde them every day, 
md it cou)dJ,1e • that some cav
alrymeq are ~ven a little super• 
,titious. ,_ t 

Sure_ enougli; • as the lead ve
.1icle roared ·· through a long 
mudhole'.just past the destroyed 
. \CA V, a clanking thud brought 
it to a fast · stop. "Oh my God, · 
it's' a thrown· track," said at 
\east one crewman. 

As Cusick posted men to se
cure the vehicle, the Track Com
nander Sgt Roy Johnson, and 
the Driver, Sp4 J-im Meyers got 
,ut and diagnosed the problem 
as a broken final drive yoke. 

"The • IJ!ing's like a universal 
io_int . 01) .a,· oar. Yo~ can't go 
N1thoµt· lt/·an<J,. we didn't have a 
replacement,'!..-said Johnson. 
·A~ the)';. liegan· debating the 

possibility ._of, being pulled back 
:o camp ,thrqµgh the deep mud, 
<OII!e<!Pt:h1i.!j'la,'bright idea. 

·,(Co.11,!iJl.!li;d( on Page 7) 

~-·'',"'·:(Coiiltnliiicl ' Ftoni Page . 1) • 

p·Jsses tci'.inark,enemy· positions. 
In th'e. second change of com• 

_mand ceremony, held at Fire 
Support Base Jon, Maj Gen Elvy 

• B. Roberts, commanding gener
al ·of .. the 1st Cavafry Division, 
·pinned a ·silver Star and Legion 
of Merit with Oak Leaf. cluster, 
the . 1st Squadron's outgoing 
commander. . , ·" • • 
• Also "aiteliding ·Nie· ceremony 

• wils Brig Gert George_ W. Casey, 
assistahf.liivlsion ·commander of 

, ~~~~oW t<;:~"~-'~itt • ~av com- . 
• marider.;; ~cejit~ the 1st Squad

·. ron•s-·· colors from Bahnsen and 
::.\.,Pa~~ed_th.;m·on· to -the new com-
• • •lnander;- Lt Col NoMon. • . 
. -: . ·ilahnseif • arrived : ;n Vietnam 

-~}i'}l.Y:L,tctici~;q1!8~>_}_c- • !~~:!e;:d i:ti::~ci!{ti;! 
Cavalry 'Troop. · He took com•. 

· FSB ASPEN II - Lt Col .Gl'ail mand _of the 1st Squadron on 
••• ·L. Brookshire of Springfield, Va, .April 13.'.' 

new commander of 2nd Sqdn; Is . '.'When I took :over the squad-
,.;),:: on his.second tour wi-th the Regi- ron .. we were fighting a battle. 
, . ,. ment In. Y.ietnam. . that netted ·us 20 NV A dead be· 

.' • , , ,. On hls previous tour, from fore sunset," Bahnsen later re-· 
• • September, 1966 to Junt!,- 19ft'I, marked, "and -it illmost seems 
·, . • lie, was the Regimental S-2. Be- . . like "Qharll_e'.' is trying to give 

. , . fore taking over the 2nd· Sqdn ·. me a good· :Send-off. Yesterday 
·:/ ''., :·.'this- tour,-.Brobkshlre served· jls··: '·we were in another 'firefight and 
? :J;·i\Reglften\al S_-3-slnc~ June._:·.· ,· . :this ont! cost him 15 dead. 
·.-;> •. > • ·~e ·was ¢mmlssiol)ed In the . • "That's all right, though, I'll 
. 1.-C._:'Army ' S.fler c< graduatinlf from : guarantee _the enemy that any 

... ;:·• ;North "Georgia . University .:•in -time. he wants a light, the best 
• .. • .. --~ , -1953_. In .. 1960 -.he _-· attended ··the · unit In the U.S. Army is more 
.·,.,,/tAtmy ,school· of Armor at :•.Ft than willing to.oblige." 
.. >; Knox, Ky, He also attended · a Bahnsen's Stiver Star came 
' • • German langoage course at the for gallantry in action on Sept 6 

, Unjversity of Kentucky in)962. when, after directing his men 
• .... :·Before coming to. Vietnam, Lt from · a low-flying helicopter 

-. . Col Brookshire served as execu- over a firefight, -he ordered his 
' '.:live· officer· of the 3rd Bn, 33rd , command ship landed and took 

Armor, 3rd Armored Division in over for the ground commander, 
Germany. who had been -hit. 
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DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS 
, . PSgt Donaid M. Biggin, L Trp. 

•~ILVER STAR _. '. • , . , 
. Col James H. Leach, 11th ACR coniiitander. , • ·,_.:,i'·, 

• ·• Lt Cols _.Jame~ , H. J\,arestad, • form~_r 2nd Sq!ln • commander; 
·Lawrence S, Wright; former 1ith A_CR'."!t,1ecutiv_e _- officer; • . _,. 

Mais James W. Bqul\n,_.Air Cav Trp commander; .William C. 
Privette, 1st Sqdn, Dori F . Snow, 2nd Sqdn. 

Capts Pennis E. Firestone, M 'frp;· Michael· B. H"~tg_raves, 
• F Trp; Claude K. Hudson, G Trp, Henry F. Simon: .Hq Trp;. Arther 

.· L. West Ill, c· Trp; John C. F. Tilson, A Trp. • • 
• 1st Lt Charles Gill, A Trp. : ', 

WO Paul D. Madsen, Air Cav Trp:+:._ . • 
PSgt Donald M. Biggin' Jr, L Trp, •~:' ' .-. ·,(:"· , ... 
Johnny A. ,Moofe,· A Trp; Ronal4 L, -Murphy/ ~1.Dth Eng_ Co. 

• Sp4s Micha~! .c ;· G~!)ye, ,F .·Tq>; D\maiq. •E,;, .. lionaker, I,.::Ti-J>; . 
:. T,h~_mas _E. _Na:!,2~•>Ak ;pav: ,Trp; ,Dan!~l; Stocki, .'~191~. ~ng Co. 

~J{f i;k;t~;~~'}?~s;l?~; w~\ f ~o-~-~~:·:fp;. ~~.:w: 

:·-:t:"'DISTINGUISHED FLYING.CRQSS :·: 
'" Capts Le~ ·'.J: q,urch, Air Cav T;r ;h~~re ~: \ Duck, Air 
·cav_ 'J:rp; _Alan_ A. Moore, m, 398th .Trans p~t. '<- ;:,';'.i··. :, •.•· 

.1st Lt Carl B. Marshall, Air Cav Trp . .- - ,·<:;-- ·, . • .. 
. WO Larry M. Parsons; Air Cav Trp.' . · / '. . ,,.> • . 

• '. _.-:,1 ; :· >-· ·•·. ' .• .,-.. ,<.::'i<-·•.,:''' 

• BRONZE 'STAR FOR VALOR,>if:>; , 
, •. ,, -·: •. - ~.;- '·-= .. ~-- ~. -,::-: 'f.i.:,.:. ·--~.;~~-:·-e,·- .,i;_:· t;? •• _.; •• _:] 

Lt Col Lliwrence.S. "Wright; former 11th ACR execi'i 
• • .,. ,_; • •• b "s camJ!.@,l;I! • 

. ,"'"m'tiglas"'fr'." 
1st Lts John R. Barbeau, F Trp, F rank S. Graham, 2nd Sqdn. 

~ Sg_t, . .Q11,v!d,Wolll, .lst Sqdn. , ,. ,.,.. 
,iSSgts':3"a"11t"es ·1!eglrla;·.B· Trp; Sixta Cruz-Carrion, M t::o> 'f:i'~' 

. • .· •• Sgts • Ja'n'ies,:'t. ··Burns, · Jr, 1st Sqdn; William ,G.,, _J?u_nt~tl, 
-M Co, Kelth_•Morgan, M -.Co; · • • , 

Sp~s Norman B,\_ Cooper, 3rd Sqdn; Nelson W. C. L'anipe, 
D Trp. • • : • • · .· . . ·-, ... 

~- Sp4s Jimniy O:·· Adams,:-1:1 Trp; George Bouchereau, El; 'I'ti,; 
-: Gary G.'Coates, K Ttp; Doyle Dickson, C Trp; Herbert W. Fabian,- . 

· <' A Trp; Ronnie P: Glawson, · L. Trp; Pedro L. Hernandez, G Trp; 
,.:-.\; Bruce B. Huber, L Trp; Daniel L. Mullins, Air Cav Trp; Tommy 
.t:', S. Palmer, M Try; Orlando J . Peach Jr, M Co; Thomas _W. Slitgle
:.·c,.1 ton, A Trp, Chris R. Turnbull, M Trp; Ricky L. Wood, ·1st Sqdn,·. 
.,,;•;/: Pie Wayne Eckman, B Trp; Stephen H. Jacobs, A Trp; _Arthm" 
-,('fN, La ?dontl!gne, 3rd S<jdn How Btry; Charles C. Nappef; ,A Trp; 

~~,;:-Ro~n~\ ~L~l·t·~· . B 11-j>\; ••• • . : :i < '.• J:

:'\(" ARMY~.coMMENDATION MEDA£.<., 
"• ;,,;? i' -?[tfi\it

1
{::~0R ;VALOR _ -·· t~{t'?:.' 

1st -Lis Gerald T. Cole, M,Ttp; Richard T. Wood, Alr·Ca,r Tip: 
'"" •.•·, tr Col ·Norton. ,/CY, •• , WO Eric:B, Halrsfon,•.Alr. Cav Trp. . : , .. .- ·:- . , ., . 0

~rie!ii'cls,tSq_d_n ___ -_:_._c,, ;0: .. __ :_•,:,.{ .. :.-t_i;_,<:o:_ SSgts Franklin P : Atwell; C Trp; David E. Wright; M -Trp: . 
• , a· Sgts Stanley E. Kavesky;'C Trp; Frank L. King, M Trp; •·. · 

FSB JON - IA Col John•'M,.... Sp4 Robert E. Barnett, M Trp; Randy L. Bodo, B Trp, Ronald 
·Norton.of Centre, Ala, -new:com,:./ Carey, Hq Trp;·• Daniel· Cox,· B Trp; Gilbert L. Holder, ·A Trp; 
mander •oi •.the ,; 1st Sqdn,.\has ;;: Charles P. • Irby, A Trp; Donald L. Lawson, A Trp; William F . 
been. an -"armor· man" ·for .his;~. Rigdon, A Trp; Terry G. Smith, L Trp. • • 
entire·19 years·of service,.;//·."--.,.:•;.· Pfc Jimmy G. Brown, B Trp; Jesse A. Carpenter, B Trp; 

·He was commissloned'>as ca "-' • Larry M. -Dennis, M • Trp; Robert M. Gardner, B. Trp; Dale R. 
2nd Lt _ in December 1949·,,and ·: !;hafer, B Trp; _.Curtis .c. Tilomas, A Trp; Charles E, .. ,Williams, 
graduated f.rom Auburn Univer,; : : M Trp. • • -··· 
slty in Alabama with -a B.S;• de:· . 
gree In 1950. At tha-t time he."en:; . ·, AIR MEDAL FOR VALOR . 
teL~d ColtivJo1~ • als~ '6ciil{\ft< 
Masters degree ;1n Buslness":Ad, 1st Lt Randall T. (iaty, 3d Sqdn. 
minls-tratioit from Syracuse J)nk WO Wayne J . Cichelio, Air Cav Trp. 
verslty in New York, where·he' • 
graduated in· 1966, arid has' at- • 
tended .the Armor Officer's Ad
vanced Course at Ft Knox, Ky. 

He has also served two over- .·. • · 
seas tours ln.,: Japan, one · in ·-'.'.." 
Kore11 :and two in Germany. This .' •• 
is his.first -tlnie,ln Vietnam. --•.. 

Before coming to the 11th ·c_av, • 
Lt Col Norton • commanded • the . 
2nd Bn, 13th Al'moted Regt'•a-t'Ft • • 
Hood, Tex. 

Buy -United States?;:;(: 
• Savings Bonds.;i'::\:

1
~~~'. 







n.ll:)O Q ., .BLAS\<HORSE 

WiJh,J;f).s· Slingshot ?/J\ 

. '.;Jhis Top Packs iWall~p 
Wlll;lp~ns of_· every desi_gn and their heme in Caldwell, Idaho, quick "·kill with the BB g~~- It's 

descnption .Cl!JI be found m Viet• began shooting the slingshot . a!l in developing a sense of tim• 
nam .: from the _latest m elec· during the depression years at ing.''- He let go of the leather 
tronic;•·gadgetry to the ancient_ the age of six, . pocket and sent a rock crashing 
crossbow, from big-bore battle- "I grew up in Brownwood, into a beer ~an:·· thrown 21i feet 
ship· g1=1ns1• t9_,. ~mall-bore hand- ~exas, and there was precious .~bOVt1,~s h~a'ct; ·1:.\:.;;:·~{~; .. ~~-: \>;~ .: 
guns. . . _ little food on the table and· plen• . ·,; .. • '"I cajl remember wlien almost • 

i\nd though most soldier~ rely ty_ol, .~mall ~ouths to feed," he , .. every~:~d-had !\;slingshot:...: it 
upon their _standard Army-issue, said. I- dido t have a r11le, so I • was just part.of gtpw.irig up . . Ev.: -_,, 
many carry_ a -little somethmg started pract1cmg with· a shng• eh':-- boy ·carried .. ,y,itli him a • 
extra to-help them out of _a hght shot,. and before long I was ·sllntshot;· a ·. i>ocketful of rocks, 
spot or through sheer habit. shooting rabbits and doves for about: •IO: feet of string --and a 
.. 1st Sgt,, Alfred J . Brennan,_ the table. Smee then what began frog,'t/ iie· laughed, ·"and I still 
top kick. : pf K Tro?p, 11th. Ar· as a very real n~.cess1ty has be- . doi_!'t know what the frog was 

mor~d Cavalry Regiment, 1s a come my hobby. for. But the slingshot. went out 
so)d1er who packs a httie some- The 2~•year Armr :vetera_n is ··-with the frog_ . kids just don't . 
thmg ex.Ira. He carries a slmg• n_ever _ w1tho~t a · slingshot Jam• pack,;e-- • around anymore." .. 
,hot. · ,: · med mto- his· back pocket and • .. ''. ,,, ·: ·•. ••< • -0

-

"The slingshot will certainly willingly deo;ionstrates its use --\~~-c _g_. , tho , .B.r.ennan, t_he . 
!ever rep'3ce the rifle for the in· against moving targets. , s 1!18~ ~an· e. a · very- l,etHlll ,_. 
·antrym,a~," -the· .t;ill, heavy-set "You don't really . sight :with . · . /dost_ peopl~ ,d.on,,t.re- .. • • 
rexan chuck.led, "but it has ca• the •• slingshot," he explained; aUze • .. , •• powerf'!l •l 1~ .. -• ~he . 
,abill,\les few_ people are aware drawing the rubberized surgical _.said, , "Jbv<: br,o?gl\t ~o_wn -_larger., •. 
if." ',,c·c: • · . tubing back. "You just point to ·· anlllljlij ~_ha_n I II\ vvilling_ to _ad• · 

Brenl!an,. whose family makes your -target . like practicing .~it an<l, qu1\e_ honestlf, 11 there .. 
---,--,-,-----------'-,---::,...:.' __ _:_..:...:.·_:__:_..::: 1s a ne.ed . .lor a silent kill agamst 

the rneµiy ov.er hei-.e,. tjle 'sling• 
, shot ·"!ouM ,!Je,;a -pe_rfec_t., weap_-

. on.' \ -~·.-~:~~ ;.:_;· . .,;. : l ··· .. •i .'~ .,.,.__ .. 
. . Tlie, .lst' Sgt -makes.-:his ··own 
slingshots . and. -has.: carried • his • 
presentr;_t;:<-'favOrite" -since -1965: 
The wooo-and·tubing. instrument 
produce~ :-.a_t,i;ui a·· 40-pound pull 
• at 36 inches of draw. • · • • 

. A!ong."with. his interest in the 
slingshot', Brennan has ;ils o shot 
in'. Army rifle and pistol_ match· : . • 
es. ; · · -, • • _ 

''All · -weapons ·- are. _related, 
s9me Rf!! • just more • efficient 

By Larry Calvert than others,'' he · said. "Basicai-
,Thinking about taking home a good camera ·to use in ly, theyjve_re all built with the a Id f h same job•in inind. But when ev-
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e wor . or t e next few years? A look at the . trusty erythlng . ejse, fails, the slingshot 
ms box . you've carried for the last ten months over here. wHI still ·pull through. There is . •• • . . . ,, . _ : 1 

wuld convince you, if it looks like mine that it's.time to never a-'shortage of ammunition CAV QU~EN-Sometimes it's· hard •-tq .·separ!ltt1( ~ 
J canie~ shopping, ' • • r°di~-a,J}.ll_l!~lj<ms are easily from reahty. Just the other day L'Trp's: CQ'.thought'.li~. 
. • '. The ''fiool)er you begin the search the mor~ , bargains ~~The :_:,a;gest .:malfunction in saw a beaµtiful girl cavortin~ in a JJO!!l , wJille' .they '.\\'.~e 
ou'll' nili_.,up:,,<>n. . .. • , . slingshots· as a whole came in out on a RIF, and took her p1cture/ ;Nobody believed him; • • 

5\_VAile, 1111· popular cameras are sold for substantially the 1940s. with. :the development of course, until this picture . came back· yes~day. Last we'· . • '6 

~~t!~~~~?l~~~i~~~-,y~~;tifa:A~c~a~r_o:~efs~~~~ ' .• °.I .:~,;,!~!~J:~~~;~ ~-4 11~~~"',· .•.:· . heard,. j..~ . :~.,~~'~'.ng '.~-~tq~:lUF-'_~ ,~~~~;;.:ea :: ; ,':'.', :') 

- f'• .~ . ._ Jc ,:· 5· ' IS . ~-;ougti"'to buY ~ ·g~~d C3me~·a • 
body with a 50mm "normal" lens. FSB FRIEDA - The beautiful -thumps and clanks drifted on 

I'm only going .. _to'..'consider. 35mm single lens refl~x (SLR) quie-t of a warm · Viet-namese ·the ligl>t midnight breeze as one 
~quipment _here. feel It's t_he _ best_ .system an amateur can buy night was broken by: the electric of the 1st Sqdn How Btry's irni-
m the medmm price field, . "". · .:_ , ', . : sound of a ·speaker barking. • king guns prepared to lire. 
• With SLR equipment, the image-se·en· in the viewfinder is the "Movement sighted about one Its crew had been standing by, 
same as the one ''.seen" by the _film. . . _ . _ zero zero zero,meters from your ready to fire short range mis-
• . On • the . other , hand, range finder cam etas use a separate ~!~!~z~~:_.?~ azimut~/~~-r seven :~:,~· ~~~t~gt X:!tr h~~is,0~~; 

"Wl.n_'16!r";Jo_.ob_tahi thfviewfinder _image arid do not always pre- .·. , Fo,;' a second 'iorigi;';\\ iii'e:n1ght needed the target's ·range and 
sel)t, the, san_le,fiew, the, -film is getting. This means that the pie- '.' retained a ilngerholi\ '-0!( . han-. azimuth to put a loaded -tube on 
.ture , you _thmk .you~e-. _!aking may· not be the same as the one quility. -Then_ mul_fledi __ ,·sc_ra_pings, the enemy 
·yoti1l'see when'. your film is processed. , • , ----,--'--'-...,..s=--''-------''--· • _______ _ 

'.·'· A_dditioriiil coilveillerices, su~h as thtough:the•lens nieterin·g, a~e . L' ._TC 1-·~A·.,:.·_·:•1,,·m·~_-.•,·;.;••s-:;?i_:_ H - ·•g· h'. for-,.lJth only, available .on SLR . cameras. • . :·;. · · - ·. a · 
. ::-':.,R~Jiio~able'. lenses ifre featured on nearly_. every good camera 

_b~ln!tl!!arketed today. They are held in_ plllce by either a screw · _- QUAN toi .:. fatoi-6onald C. rf .. !!f. 
moiliitlng system o~ a bayonet mount. • ' . . Mulvanlty ·BTrlv.¢.d •here Sept 26 

. ::fol'/ general ease -:of. handling ,r,prefer . the la_tter: A 'button .,<do· assume .hisJiew dµties,as the · 
to -•.release the lens _ lock is found, on· .the · camera face. .When ·,,,.ne~imenl's depUty fofy·attlliery. • 
pushe_di-_lt· a_l\ows the µser to twist the •lens, -.In a single motion·; • 1_ety .. . •:·,.,: .. ',t'if"l;,_~!{fi-",:'¥-;·•. 
from !ts mounting.In the -camera body. • •• "·· • • •. • ·"My Joli is•tifglveo~MW!tzer 

. ·Other lenses can be attached just as easily, batteries aU-Jb.i!' -he1p:!I ;•can -in • 
,)rhe altemate· _system,. somewhat more time-consuming, requires ' putting their shells right. on tar

screwing a flnely:thre~ded lens from its mounting arid screwing in •. get,'' .. he ·explained_. ,t' /,· .. •. 
the replacement·.· • . . ,· , . . . . . , :, He will also.,be•. ilr,gahizing a 

·lf you're in a hurry, or yoiir hands ·lire very cold·, you'll s<ion}' •• tire suppor,t elemerit,·:it 'Regi-
be yeaming for a- bayonet-mounting lens._ • . . • • . merrtill Hq .Jo1'1;1'he ·--control. -and 

Specialty .'attachments and' lenses are available ·over here ·:•:·coo_rdination . 'of \ <artlllery-., fire, 
for_ all SLR cameras. •. They rang~ from 7mm '.'fi~heye" to 1,000 mm· • and. establtshl~g ,artlll~fy-.;llaison 
hlgh-r(iagniflcation • telej)lioto lenses; and • aitachments for • ·slide sec.hons at e~c~ squadron,.,, 
copytng·_;and microscope ·photography, All can be purchased at a Col.·•·Mulvartiti,", ft~Jif · Ham• 
.great saving ivhile YOl!_'r~ stationed ln_the East. .•. _ • • , • , . . pton, Va, ·1s· on{ exi~ndfi!1, .TDY 

. ;A, __ through•th·e,letts·. ·Ught · metering · system·': 1s also· iri\portant from II Field ·Force,~lie~'.he is 
to . have,. Most ·.are · operated-by adjusting shutter speed and lens . deputy_ G.-3 for plans.',He will re- • 
aperatu.re settings to. correctly pos!Uoi1 a needle visible · In the· turn to II Field ·Force in-Decem• 
viewtlilder. •. · . •. bet. . •. •• 

· ·. __ .When buying any ~aniera with a built-In· light me_ter be certain·· : . Ht!' brings a·n extensive ·back• 
the. ·batteries are new, . and check the meter · carefully for pro-. ground, both civilian and mili
-per operation, •. tary, -to -his' job with tbe Regi• 
• · Healthy sounding cameras , are hard to ·pick out, but if,-you ' ment. He graduated .from· the 
IIsten - for a smooth-sounding shutter and rasp-free operation of Univers:-ty of Oklahoma _ with a 
the entire mechanism ,you won't go ,far wrong. • Masters degree .in Lliµn '.Amer!-

. -Remember, the manufacturer won't· fix your camera under . can Studies, and . has attended 
warranty unless you register its purchase. Be sure your warranty the Command ·and Staff College 
certificates are included with the new camera before you leave the at ·F-t Leavenworth. . 

· store or PX; .-, . . . . •. . ••. • • . _.,_ His 'last assignment was . as 
-- lndlvldµal questions will be answered !,y.lhe photography staff commander .. of .an artillery _ofli• 

ot this newspaper, so address your problems-to this column, c/o· cer candidate school'battalion at 
17th PID, 11th ACR, APO 96257. Ft Sill, Okla. 

Lt Col Mulvanity 
Muivanity said .the 11th Cav's 

howitzer batteries are already 
known for ,their ability to lay 
down fire power faster than oth• 
er comparable uni-ls. He noted, 
"They do this despite working 

• conditions which ate probably 
the Worst rn the world .for a gun 
crew . . 

"The • mud is -a constant haz
ard for the . men loading the 
tubes, The projectiles ·have to be 
kept clean and the pow,der dry. 
This is. a massive task in the 
face of constant monsoon rains." 

This par,tiCUla~ mission o: 
nated at a nearby ar to· 
which ·had trace oven 
near the perltne • • om ,ti 
the word ,had been'" ashed to 
battery's fire · direction : ce 
(FDC) for computation:':' 

Tl\ battery's. ·Execiiti;e· ! 
cer, 1st _Lt Rjohard;MiUer, 
SSgt Larry Sherrill,:chief of 
tery firing, were next to be 1 

lied, .:,t;,, .... , :..-t ·::-
With their a'ppfoval; \lie J 

gave the flrlng:coll)mand . 

Enemy{ t~~e! 
Big Losse~t • 

(Continued '-From· Page I 
Co rumbled into the fray, en. 
ing the attackers from the o 
site direction . . • • . • 

Action coni!nued':-. uniil 
p.m. when the enemy ·ned u, 
cover of the _approaching d 
ness. . ::' .\ . • •. 

Trp I and M Co were creel 
with 55 NV A killed in the act 

The same . day, the · Air 
Trp's gunships attacked tw, 
caliber anti-aircraft ·pbsiti 
killing 15 enemy soldiers 
their rockets and mini-guns. 

Another day , of. heavy 
tact was Sept 11, when 31 I 
were killed by 11th Cav unit, 

Troopers of .B .'{'rp ·· and D 
teamed up to .wlpe,out.12 of 
enemy that day, while pro· 
an area of suspecfed enemy 
centration· about two miles , 
of Loe Ninh, . 

An additional nine NVA v 
killed by C ·Trp-whi)e opera 
about four miles east of 
Minh. 
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By John Cody . quantiti.,;;, between (!ne l!nd . 50 
"Pl • h h d ·for each·ltem: . 

owmg t roug san dunes CWO Leslie Y. Kaneshiro runs 
at Ft Knox, running highways .In the 140th Conta.ct Team for 2nd 
Germany or tearing through • 
scrub at Ft Hood is a lot easier Sqdn. The 14-0th Is the only 
than . ramming through jungle, . maintenance company from the 
weeds and swamps In Vietn·am,'' 18:ith Mafu_tenance Bn directly 
said 1st Lt William Gillette, 2nd supporting a combat line unit, 
Sqan motor officer, "and the ·fig- "1'.here:s·. nothing ·really dilli-

·. ures prove it." • cult ab®,!'/ our job. • When we 
have the,parts-we can fix every

The 11th Cav's jungle busting thing except the material bound 
operations burned out.140 ACAV for the salvage yard. But we 
engines during -May, June and have to do the work regardless 
July. • • • • . of the. conditions; rain or shine, 

"When an M-48 drags another dry or wet;" -be-' said. • ; 
· tank out of the mu·d or spends 12 Pfc ua· S. Lewis, a mechanic 
hours a day busting through for the 14-0th,: says:be has' i, good 

. jungle and bamboo, sometblng's job except for the hours·, . • • 
' got to give. Because of the • "Sometime; •fte· have-to ·work 

MORE.D MOVE-Part of the 3d Sqdn, villag I High.. .. .• _. ., ·, stress placed on equipment over all nightJ1> get a track.ready to 
. e a ong way 13!_ . i here· we had to replace 18 trans • 

v·_,no· from Bia. ckhorse base camp north . , mi , d rl J d J 1 • move out. by morning. Wilen a ,...,. , . ss,ons u ng una • an u Y job comes, In we· have to keep 
As_pen,Il, .,ioars through a Vietnamese ,'· \_;'.:,Jrlw~ By' .. CaJ.ve~t) in the 2nd Sqdn. The torsion working until the _track Jl!Oves. 
-..,..,'."""~--'-'."""----=--------,-.....,,.....--...:_ ____ ...:_...:_4.:~~::.:...=.::...:.:..::::.:._::::..::: bars snap and 'have to be · re- If not, we end up with a yard ~c·~ •,'.:, A • J . d L • .-; .. 11 • ··, • •' placed," said Gillette. full of junk like -this," h.e said, 

~ I . J.:: >I war u e . ' 10 /' • v,a·,.,ir . ' . • ~l::~j:r~!n!b:i;:r;~rk:1~~ ~r~r: a:: J~~::;.ra !,~~\~ 
• :·1... > . . '· :~.;.~., ing Blackhorse tracks running. oi iil~Ung an enemy ·mine. 

Conlllla,i From Page 1) 
101ing iJt South Vietnamese 
,rnment• and military struc-

a ·~f~~ the Bronze Star 
,iQation· •• on • i;ept 6 while 
1ting • with the B Trp com
id track. ·While the ACAVs 
e firing on. line; several NVA 
iers h114 crept up from be
t Cijr:r)'in&RPGs. 
1oot1ng'.io the .rear, Ha gun• 

,..,..,, lheaf: iiown·.w1th·. his .M-:1&-. 
He ·waa wolinded by., grenade 

• fragments, but refused evac
uation ur\tll after the 'contact,;··. 

Ha· willingly spoke about :bis 
!raining and experience with the 
enemy. He noted that NVA basic 
training is as much. political as 

. it Is physi~al. '.l'he_ firs\ mo!lth . 

political indoctrination, azi°d e'x
i tensive political training, contin
'. ues' throughout the course. ?i>. 
• 'Although he was never in a 
,firelight_ during his march to 
~uth Vietnam, Ha · said their 

· route brought-them close to B-52 
! bomb strikes. He reported . that 

the psychological . effect of the 
.. bo!Dhl waa. BlJ .bad as the phys!
'. cal damage Inflicted. 

• • > "Even those not outwardly 
• h&rll!ed , by . the bombs would 
; wander around In ·· shilck.'.,' for 

hours, totally .unable to ·respond· 
to commaitds,''. ,he':sald .. , .• _.·,.' 
. He addtd.lhat'the NVktiocips 
kept constant,·watch· for U.S. 
sp()tter planes"ln attempts to es- • 
cape areas slated for the strikes. 

The NVA supply line In Viet
nam Is efficient and well-stocked 

dose to. the· Cambodian border, H!l also.made plain his happi- Coordinating the operation is The 14-0IJl. also works on com-
but peters out as . it stretches ness ·at beiJlg able to .ride on a Capt John P. Graber, Regimen- municat!ons equipment, 'power 
Into South Vietnam, according to . Sherldim· ·.rather. ~an having , to ta! maintenance officer. • • • ; • supplies;<:. artillery and small 
Ha. face the" deadly •muzzle" oJ its Each squadron has a mainte• arms. The unit'.s sinall arms re-

He said the ordnan<!e they re- stub.by _'!ia/0.'gµrl iri' action. . nance section split.between base pairman' ts Sp4 Karl Leopold. He 
ceived was . well' made, and camp and the field. repairs about 200 M-16s, M-l>Os 
added that NV,\ soldiers pre- Ola H · lk The work of ,ordering p,ajor and .50 -~ber machine guns a 
(erred to use their own· AK-47s . . .. U assemblies - engines, • trans- . month. 
rather than captured M-16s. The missions and final drives _; and . He said, half-seriously, "My 
American ·rifles were generally . , dealing with more complex re- problem . is paperwork. It's not 
turned over to vc guerrillas who ·--u·,•se.lul .. _.pairs such as wiring and re- bad - it's hopeless. It's g~tting 
could use them to disguise them- .-.. ,, , building Is handled by the 140th so bad that I can't even ge\ the 

:!;~ as South Vietnamese sol· C •· • • .,,., "' '. .. ;,: •.. , .,,. ::in:e~~~:':ct \::!t?{ 15w~~~ P'tt;! ~~gt;/;!'nf~!'i~b Is 
Th·e quality of newly-recruited ( onti~ued o~ Page_·,,, .. ·;'.. , . with each squadron. . , replacing burnt out barrels and 

NVA soldiers seems to be drop- . "We went over and laoli:i!'lf' at • ... Graber said, "One of tb\( big jammed gas assemblies. • • • 
ping, Ha noted. He said they are the hulk, and discovered .that •II . 'problems is the length o( the "The combat damage Is one 
younger and have received poo- still had a yoke on It. So we got supply line. The replacement thing," he noted, "hilt' a Jot of the 
rer training than recruits of two out our tools and star!ed taking parts have to be shipped over stuff that comes through here is • 
or three years ago. it apart," said Meyers. 1.• , lhe 65-miles. road from Long just first echelon trouble that's 

The Track . Commander,·. ·and Binh !O Quan Loi and used here been neglected· and .h~.i-1:0l,ten 
_J.'he \\'.BF _is _also . str,~lng ,_µ,e_ . D ·Y. , ., • '.Pr. sh!. , .. far.tµer : Q.U.hjn . e. ,put opu1n~~ifi~t~~? 

ietnam, he said. a in lcatl?d Foor, ·pitched in ,to help but the "The coordi~ation is hard and supply NCO. said that the most 
. tha\,J;:h).nese ha.vt, been used to . ;.t;lol!;.still·.t<>c)k,tln:'!flsbo~• '\.i1'·the.,.cl_elay O ~.au~ed by shlppi~g common replacements required 

fill many.'jbbs iri• nanoi,'"leaviilg "The 'h'ticli'':had~beeitf-~(tli('' .,_distanees.-:iiieans the men m on the squadron's . 11qno(" al'e 
Vietnamese ·ttee. to' fight: ' • • there at least six months, •and ff maintenance have to W!)rk fast tracks, road wheels', batteries 
.. Surprise, meticulous planning was a little rusty,, commented and ha~d. to keep deadline time and generato~s. •;; 

and careful reconnaissance play ' to a mm1mum. "A track will be torn up after 
a much larger role . in Norlh Cochrane. "My men have a rough job," 500 or 1,000 miles by conditions 
Vietnamese tactics than they do . . When the part_ was . finally he continued. "Even with our in Vietnam while the sanie track 
In American plans, he said, the freed they ,put .it ln:their ·,,-rok~n ,,lift capability there . always will go 4,000 to. 5,000- mlles',ln 
latter ,relying more heavily on ACAV, prayed ·a lot, and ~~r~ COll)es a point when they have to Germany or stateside use,". he 
superior firepower. the engine. _It worked. : . ·,'.:•. manhandle· the steel, such as said. • ·., 

Specially trained scouts will The Scouts went on to .c;.om-. • when· replacing the 90-lb torsion The Regiment is men and ar-
·, Infiltrate . ·an Allied camp _ _ ; . plete their mission and return to • bars or the road wheels." mor. The men can keep them-

sometimes burning through-bar,· the base ,camp at Quan Loi, glv- He also pointed out mainte- selves up, but they)ye got a big 
bed wir~. with acid _ and draw mg silent thanks to the ghosl of nance supply difficulties. His job tending to their steel com-
up detailed plans of the base be- the destroyed ACAV; - clerks stock 1,376 line Items in panlons. • 
fore launching an attack, he 
said. . . . • 

Trong concluded by saying 
that he Is proud of his assign
ment with the Blackhorse Regi
ment. 

Units Cited For Action 
UNIT 

• -~-:;· 
PRESIDENTIAL : ' : VALOROUS 

UNIT 
CITATION 

UNIT 
CITATION 

11 May ~ · Jun 68 31 Jon ~s Feb 68 
21 Nc>v 66& '. 

2 0«66t: ,', • 

3~ Jon 68-S Feb 61 

~R.ITORIO~S VIETNAMESE' 
UNIT . , CROSS OF 

coMME"4DATION G"' '. -••TRY 
; !'f/F'ALM 

;' 7S.~o6-- -
l0 Aug 68 

.1.S.066-'·• •. • 
10.Aug 68 ,. 

7 Sep 66-
10 Aug 68 

2ndSqdn 

3nl- 19 J-.in & 21 Jul 67 13 Sep'66-
31 Moy -S7• 

7-St'p 66-
10 Aug 6S 

31 Jan- 5 Feb 61 

~~ COv Tri, 31 Jon- 5 Feb 61 

·,1'."\' l!ng Co 12 Moy 61-3 ~un ~ 31 Jar-5 Feb 61 

.tOffll Rod Rn Del 31 Jon-5 Feb 68 

·' 171tl Med Def • 31 Jon- 5 Feb 68 

•For 1st Pkrt 
of C Trp 

ond a Trp only 

U Aug66-
11 Moy 67 

1 Aug67-
23 Apr 69 

. . 
7Sep66- • • 

10 Aug 61 

7 Sept 66-
10 Aug 61 

7 -Sept 66-
10 Aug 68 

7 Sept 66-
10 Aug 61 

~I In other unlh onioned or attached to the 11th ACR during periods of 
-Atvlmtntol awards may alto wear same. 

NIGHT POSrI'ION-~ M-48 tank from 
D eo· moves __ into its night defensive posi-

tion while escorting B Trp on a · 'iecon 
mission west of FSB Jon. ./,:-,' : .'..'.,,. 

(Photo By Calven) 

\ 
\ 



JUNGLE MONSTER-Troopers of I Trp 
-work out with their new Sheridan while 

training ARVNs • for armored jungle war
fare . near Blackhorse base. camp. • 

• • (Photo_ By Giannini) 

FSB ASPEN II - The sensi
tive, artistic hands of Sp5 Walter 
Davis, · which .once lovingly ca
ressed fiOwers as he arranged 
them Into bouquets, are now 
skillfully guiding one of M Co's 
M-48 tanks through Vietnam's 
mud and jungle. 

shop noticed that Davis had tal- The flowerpot is• first given a 
en!, and in the summer of 1964 thi\',;' layer of..grit on the bottom, 
sent · him to a 12:week school of inside. :Tl\en a· block· of moss-like 
floral design and arrangement. . IJlalerial, called oasis, is soaked 

About 18 months later, Uncle .- in Willer, wrapped in tinfoil and 
Sam had plans of his own fqr the :· inserte'fi~ the por .• 
young artist. • • "Wires are run up the flower 

A lot of D:ivis' • tech_nique is st.ems .to ensure they hold the 
locked away m a recess of l)js, <.1e~re1L shape, and the • wired 
mmd labelled "p_ro£e~~IQ!1Bl s~- st~ms a·re stuck, . with appro
crets," but he did give. a few ·:"i>ijllt~' greenery, into the water
general. hmts for effective de- soaked oasis," he finished. 

From flower child to tank 
dt'iver - how did it happen? 
• · Da.vis began his unusual occu-

•• • .- j;Jatlon .. by working as a delivery 
boy ,for a florist shop in Colum-
bus; Ohio. ' 

sign. '. • When Davis gets out of the 
"Th~. center_ portion of an ar- service In November he _plans to 

rangement should be about eight ·· attend a beautician 'school then 
i~ches, ~-" a t least noticbly hig~: go t~ _w_o~k a~d .g~in o_n-the-job 

• "The longer I was around the 
place, _the more i_nterested I be-

. . . . . . 
"Besides, I just dig flowers," 

he said. 
"After a while I couldn't con

tain my artistic side, and began 
messing around with flowers 
and greenery that were being 
discarded. I found that the work 
was even . groovier than I'd ex
pected. 

"I . could almost 'paint' my 
reelings lit blossoms." 

The people working In the 

·•·:.,,Gene'i~\iy'" iiowers·' ~an e 
mixed in a botiQuet providing the 
colors don 'f look bad together. 
There are two exceptions to this 
rule - Roses and Carnations. 
They'.re never mixed. • . . 

"When a person looks at a 
. well-made arrangement there 
should be no · visible · unroll or 
other material used to hold the 
'display together: It should be all 
hidden .by greenery or skillful 
arrangement. ... 

c1-0G .S~~es T...roop, 
ft opes .t~~,vtsit u .s~ . 

'•··~ FSB JON'- wi,~l.sP} -Melvln could tell it had been ~im.ed ' ' 
L.-· Lalrarichi rehfrns : Jiome to right at my back. . . 
San' ·Rafael ' Calif··' ftoiri Viel "I wouldrt't be around" he,:~. 

. , ' , ' :.. now if Butch hadn't been looking 

"Whell ~I ·tee1 we hav'e en~ugh 
experience - probably in two or 
three years - we'll -open up_. a. 
beauty parlor of our ·own,". he 
said. 

With only 50 : days left in ·- the 
Army, and a short-timer's glint 
In his eyes, t~e ,.,flower · child
turned tank driver rron\ M Co 
will l\kely do just th~k ':. 

Nam, hes hoping a _16-year-old out for me. ''Although they don'.t ·' 
: soldier named Thach ... ''.Butch" speak the' same language-, ·!. • 
Sanh will be able to go with :him Butch's ear-to-ear grin shows• • 
for a visit.· • that friendship needs no tongue. 

Lafranchi probably . wouldn't "I make sure he. gets on my 
. . . , trac_k whenever we go out on pa~ 

be gomg home at all if It wasn I trol with the CIDGs,'' said Laf
for Butch. The young Cam- ranch!. 
bodian saved bis life oil Sept 5 Butch . is already a seasoned 
while !hey were checking bodies. soldier bfter one year with a Ci-
after a firefight. . • vilian Irregular Defense Group,_ 

,, . ., . organized by a Special Forces 
As I bent over one, explain- team at nearby Loe Ninh. 

ed the ACAV commander from "My wife, Shelly, and I owe 
B Trp, 1st Sqdn, "I heard an that kid a lot and about the best· 
M-16 blast a stream of slugs thing I can think of is give him a 

. • .. . rest in a place where there isn't 
over my head. I hit the dirt , aQy war going on," Lafranchl 
then rolled over~ said. • 

"Butch was standing a couple Thii biggest obstacle he faces ' ~ 

Oc;:tober 1969 

Trooperi Train 
18th in Co-,,,bit 
Training designed to ·ac- ···Loi -to .-efil for the S)lerid;.,,·_ve- i 

quaint the 5th ARYN hic,\e, and ended in mid-Septem
Armored Cav Regt with !/er when the last of the A;RVN 
armored jungle . warfare re- ¥:;ps. !rnished training wlt1 . K 

suited in the first succe&s- .·• "Although .the 51-h had; bad 
ful jungle ambush by a · M-41s, .and AP-Cs fitted n~rly 
troop-sized element of the ·the ·same as our ACAVs with two 
regim!)nt recently. • • .30 . caliber · guns ln addition. ,to 

f · tlie ·'.50 caliber machine • gun, 
The fight began a ter the ·:they ha<J, be~!) deployed fQr,n~r

ARVNs received iris.truction • ly a year pro,vjding ready.~~cur
in jungle warfare #om .the . Hy· and periDJe_ter defenso,,- 'Bild 
11th Cav's 3d $qdn. ·•'.'. had never busted iU1'gie,''. ·'!llid 

Although the Vietna.mese Capt Robert Harris,'K Tri!' com-
had been in .. firefights be- 1,11~~!~r.first day ·we begad ;~ ith 
fore, they had merely re-. a firepawer demonstratioa; us
sponded to the enemy's at- ing our own vehicles. Th~rf we 
tacks upon populated areas, progressed to assaults into,,-ock 

The battle in enemy-occupied enemy · _areas, demolitio11 , and 
jungle was the ARVN's first con- mine detector training ljrtd a 
tact in rugged terrain. course in proper loading oi the 

The action took place near the machines." 1 • 
11th Cav's base camp, south of '!'he final phase of -the \veek-
Xuan Loe. • . long trai)llng program co11sisled 

'I'he ARVN cavalrymen, on · of.· a tr11ck: cr.ew profij,iency 
night ambush patrol, caught the , course -,-- c·a !.-rail' riearlf • two 
enemy by surprise after occupy- mUes long designed IQ, 1¥1 'the 
ing a well-concealed but momen- reactions of ·the .-armor : crew-
tar-ily empty enemy base camp. men, . . 

Af.ter opening up on the .squad- "We made It as realistic as 
sized enemy force at point blank possible,'' said Li Trafton, "us
range, the ARVNs withdrew to a Ing • live fire to sjmulate enemy 
more secure defensive position. activity. By all appearanCes the 
A sweep the -next morning re- crews reacted as a unit arid with 
vealed a number of blood trails. a _great deal of ambition. ti .was 
The ambus·hers suffered no · cas- • a good ·showinJi:" ~ , • 
ualties in -the encounter. The fact that much of the 
• "It was a perfect end to our training toqk place in enemy
training program," said isl Lt contested areas -added to the 
F1rank Trafton, K Trp platoon realism of the instruction·. Dur: 
leader and one of the 11th Cav ing the week -the ARVN troopers 
instructors during the .training. spent two· nights in the 11th Cav 

"Tactically, the ambush could base camp· and ~he rest in am
not have been better. The VC bush positions in the jungles .of 
tossed rocks into our posit-ion .to Long Giao. . . • • • 
see if there would be any re- "The purpose of the trairting 
sponse, and the ARVN troops was to demonstrate, and •lhen· in
jus-t kept qufet and let ,them get struct, the. ARV!lfs on the use • 
right on top of us before opening armor in jungle ·warfare," st 

• ·burst of AK47 fire i1/~etu,'r1. We 
had to pull back then because of 
our location. They knew where 
we were and the ,terrain was 
such that -a large enemy force 
could have l\ad us at -a real dis
advantage." . 

The training · program began 
in August, when the 3d Sqdn re
turned to. Black,horse from Quan 

to learn jungle tactics is to pr, 
tice them. 

"They spent a lot of time: 
reconnaissance moves, assu 
ing blocking positions and pl, 
old jungle busting. • It was 
' first' for the 5th· Cav, and 
v e r y successful first. T-r
I earned their .· 1essons· v, 
well!" 

l;.. 
of feet away, his rifle still aimed is finding enough money lo fly 
at an NVA soldier sprawled on Butch home. "I'm going to ·try 
the ground. From the position of every way I can think of to raise 
the RPG he'd been carrying we the money," Lafranchl vowed. 

• ATTACK FROM THE REAR-A small 
Vietnamese lad learns of modem medical 

techniques during a recent 2nd Squad« 
MEDCAP to his tiny village. 

(Photo By Larsor 


