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The track commander on a
8 I a ck ho rs e 
Cu.ts NV A off 

by David McSpadden

Since the dry season began, the Blackhorse has severed the Bu
Dop tr� �yste!" and the Saigon-Michelin Corridor, cutting down
enemy 1;Ilfiltration from Cambodia and piling enemy supplies in
Cambodia. Now, the enemy has lost those supplies to the Regiment.

As Colonel Starry assumed command in December, the Regiment
opened up QL 14 A to Bu Dop with rome plows. By February with
the Bu Dop trail network closed to the NV A War Zone C b�came
the last available route for moving the vast �pplies for monsoon
season operations. 

NV A resupply during the monsoon rains is weak. To attack during 
the rainy season, the enemy must stockpile food and arms in caches
during the dry season. 

Eastern War Zone C was the traditional NVA line of
con1munication for attacking central III Corps and Saigon. The
enemy moved men and supplies from the Cambodian sanctuary west
of the Fishhook, down the Saigon-Michelin Corridor to cache sites
� Hobo Woods or the Iron Trapezoid. Thus the ene�y could move
lightly and rapidly thro�gh the jungle, picking up arms from the
caches and then attacking . 

Using rome plows in February, the 11th ACR out a swath, 200
meters wide, across the major NVA trail systems in War Zone C. 
. By ear!Y April

! 
the NVA/VC in central III Corps -began

mvoluntarily sk1ppmg meals as rice destined for them piled up in
Cambodia. The situation became desperate as the dry season drew to
a close, for neither men nor supplies could move through the
Blackhorse lines. 

The enemy paid dearly for their attempts to regain the trails; in
April 170 NVA were killed. 

The NVA command could only pray for the mnn�nn.-. .. ,.;"'c +� ,,. __
th", tii·\\: rugtier ncadquarters gave the Regiment the a�tack plan�. ln
classil; procedure, US and ARYN troops would arr-assault mto
Canabodia, linked Lo and protected by speeding armor forces. Since
the encn1y had not moved the supplies during the dry season, the
Blackhorse would take them away. 

0n M . • I ll1t· Rl"c Jrhnrs, fnuPht its way :tcross the bordt·r from
\\'.,r /011c t. l•1ghlln1� tis v..ty lltlllh, lht· Rt•t1n1t•nt kilh:d .52 NVA
nnc1 pnll trntcd nhoul fivl' mik:1 into Cnrnhocha By May 1, it
appearct.l that the NV.A chose lo nee thl' steel curtain strung by 2nd
and 3rd Squadrons. 

In an effort to cul off the fleeing ene,ny, the Regiment sped north
to Snuol. After crossing the three bndges on May 4, 2nd Squadron
entered Snuol on May 5. 

The Blackhorse reconned U1e area of Snuol. Despite enemy
harassment in the following weeks, troopers uncovered tons of
supplies meant to fuel enemy offensives in the wet season.

The Blackhorse Regiment had killed 272 NVA. 
More importantly, the troopers had captured and evacuated 134.9

tons of rice and destroyed 4,510 gallons of encn1y fuel. They also
captured more than six tons of salt, corn and medical supplies. 

Seven Blackhorse troopers were killed during May's operations. 
Before 1970, the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment played the

waiting game. Then, the Blackhorse counterattacked and drove the
tattered remnants of the NVA across the border. Now the enemy
must wait. Wait for the Blackhorse to withdraw, for the rains to
stop, and for more supplies to start the long trek from North
Vietnam. 
1th Roars to Snuol, 
ushes Enemy Away 
On May 3, the Blackhorse
column was will inside the
Fishhook, and ready to sweep
back through the Communist
basecamp. 

But that night the Regiment
received a change in mission.
Instead of drilling the jungle, it
was to  proceed 25 miles
northwest to the city of Snuol, a
suspected enemy strongpoint at
the junction of Routes 7 and 13.

Getting there wasn't easy. It
involved busting jungle, fording
three rivers, and racing along the
asphalt of Route 7. But by 5:30
the afternoon of May 5, E Troop
was pushing into the southern
portion of the city. 

The armored vehicles had
almost reached the market place
when the lead Sheridan received
an RPG round. The vehicles
immediately herringboned and
r e t u r n e d  f i r e . W h i l e
herringboning, the lead Sheridan
received another RPG hit. When
the troop ceased fire about a
minute later, the second vehicle
in the column took an RPG. At
this  point, the Blackhorse
cavalrymen blasted back for
fully five rninites before slowly
withdrawing as the enemy threw
back a hail of small arms, RPG,
and mortar fire from positions
of both sides. 

Meantime, just south of the
city, H Company tanks were
forming up. As the E Troop
vehicles moved back to join
them, Air  Force Tactical
airstrikes were brought in on the
enemy positions. 

When H Company and E
Troop swept back into the city,
the enemy wasn't in much of a
mood to fight; he was running.
The Black horse cavalrymen
engaged the fleeing soldiers for
another 30 minutes before
pulling out of the city as
darkness fell. 

About the same time, 3rd
Squadron was moving up from
the south to support the 2nd
Squadron contact. As they hit
the rubber southwest of the city,
they came in contact with an
unknown sized enemy force.
The contact lasted nearly an
hour and a half, before breaking
off just before dark. 

The day proved costly for the
enemy. In the battles in and
around Snuol they lost 148
killed. In addiUon, two NY A
soldiers and two .5 l caliber
machine guns and numerous
small arms were captured. 
Troopers Kill 51
n ACA V reaches for another box of ammo during a contact.
On May 1, a few hours after
crossing the marsh that separates
Vietnam and Cambodia, the
11th ACR met its first heavy
resistance. 

A LOH Scout, flying aerial
reconnaissance for lead elements
of the 2nd Squadron, sighted
and fired on one enemy soldier
near an open trench line. 

Moments later the armor
column, a few hundred meters
away, was hit from three sides.

The tanks, Sheridans and
ACA Vs from H Company and G
Troop opened up with their big
main guns and their .5 0 caliber
and M60 machine guns: 

A i r  F o r c e  T A C
fighter-bombers, flying in direct
support of the Regiment, roared
in on the encn1y positions. 

Twenty-one enemy soldiers
were killed by 2nd Squadron
armored vehicles, 27 by the
bomb strikes and two by the
LOH. 

The action took place just one
and one-ha l f  miles inside
Cambodia.
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11th Cav Crew Chief 
Honored Posthumously 
ommand 
The nation's highest award for 
valor, the Medal of Honor, has 
been posthumously awarded to 
Staff Sergeant Rodney J. Y ano. 

Sgt. Yano was a crew chief 
with the Air Cavalry Troop of 
the 1' 1th Armored Cavalry 
Regiment. 

He was honored for his 
actions on Jan. 1, 1969, while 
f lying aboard the troop's 
c o m m a n d  a n d  c o n t r o l
helicopter. 

During a contact against 
enemy forces entrenched in the 
dense jungle northeast of Bien 
Hoa, Sgt. Y ano was marking the 
enemy emplacements with 
smoke and white phosphorous 
while the troop commander was 
directing artillery strikes against 
the enemy positions. 

Suddenly a grenade exploded 
prematurely, covering Sgt. Yano 
with burning phosphorous. 
Flaming fragments within the 
UH-1 H started ammunition 
exploding. The dense white 
smoke f i l led  the aircraft, 
obscuring the pilot's vision and 
"It's quite a sight, Speialist S P
formation trailing red s1oke from
maintenance team that ekes care o
skids" means plenty of wrk for him

Routine work entails 1arming th
But after a contact, f:quently l 

the airstip at three in thmoming, 
putting the ship out of c _ontrol. 
Partially blinded and with one 

arm badly injured, Sgt. Y ano 
began hurl ing the blazing 
ammunition from the helicopter. 

The burning ammunition kept 
a g g r a v a t i ng Sgt. Yano's 
already-serious wounds, but he 
c o n t i n u e d throwing the 
aul !_lose _said. He w�s referring t
 theu skids -- the sign of a succ
f the Air Cav Troop Cobras, and  and his crew. 

e guns and running checks on the 
rge-scale overhauls are required. A
• kering with an engine or balanci
ammunition from the helicopter 
until the danger was over. 

He died shortly after he was 
brought to an evacuation 
hospital. 

Sgt. Y ano was the seco!ld 
Blackhorse trooper to rec�1ve 
�e �edal of Honor for heroism 
1nV1etnam. 
Col Starry Wounded, 

Resumes C

Col Donn··· A Starry, 41 st 
Commander of the Blackhorse, 
received multiple fragmentation 
wounds from a grenade hurled 
by an NVA soldier in Cambodia 
May 5 

Stam and Major Frederick M. 
F r a n k s ,  2 n d  Squ a dr o n  
Operations Officer were 
attempting to talk tw� enemy 
soldiers out of separate bunkers 
on the airstrip at Snuol, as 
fighting raged in the town a few 
hundred meters away. 

One of the enemy soldiers 
came out without a· fight, but 
o t
ess
mo

en
nd
ng
the other threw a Chicom 
grenade. 

Star
1
ry lun

1
ge�or Fra��!• 

:!�was c oser o e gr�n , 
attempted to push hun out of 
danger. But both men, and four 
other nearby, were wounded. 

St_arry was taken_ to the 37�
Medical Company m Quan Loi 
for initial treat_ment, the� to t�e 
24th �vacuation Hospital m 
Long B1nh. 

Colonel Robert L. Bradley, 
Deputy Commander

! 
assume� 

command of the Regunent until 
Col Starry returned on May 20. 
he spectacle of Cobra gunshjps in
ful mission. Rose is chief of the
re times than not "smoke on the
gines and drive trains. 
 often the crew can be found on

 a new rotor blade.
onore 

MEDAL OF HONOR 
Staff Sergeant Rodney J. Yano, Air Cav Troop. 

SILVER STAR 
Major James L. Dozier, Regimental Headquarters. 
Captains George E. Patch, C Troop; Douglas N. S�a!f, B Troop. 
First Lieutenants Walter E. Chase, B Troop; Wilham L. Nash, A 

Troop; Howard M. Sisson, Jr., F Troop. 
First Sergeant William R. Chambers, C Troop. . . Specialists 4 Robert R. Lee, D Company; Lesli� S. Lincoln, C 

Troop; Richard Luttersien, L Troop; Thomas L. Perkins, C Tro�p. 
Privates First Class Donald H. Ayscune, F Troop; Edwm L. 

Kinney, F Troop; Wayne S. Stanfield, B Troop. 

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS 
' 

Captains Carl B. Marshall, Air Cav Troop; Thomas D. Mott, Air 
Cav Troop. ----, &J .... u 

First Lieutenants Michael Huff 1 d � ... ,.�,.,-- - .... • • 

� 

" :second Lieutenant Larry M. Parsons, Air Cav Troop. 
Warrant Officers Robert L. Clark, 3rd Squadron Headquarters; 

Garry M. Gingrich, Regimental Headquarters; Walter J. Knight, AirCav Troop. 
Comn1and Sergeant Major Donald E. Horn, Regimentalflcadquarters. 

SOLDIER'S MEDAL 
Captain John B. Poindexter, A Troop. 
Specialist 5 Aaron F. Relford, A Troop. 
Specialist 4 Paul L. Esbrandt, A Troop. 
Private First Class, Robert G. Trippy, A Troop. 
Private David J. Murray, A Troop. 
BRONZE STAR 
Lieutenant Colonels George C. Hoffmaster, Jr., 3rd SquadronHeadquarters; James B. Reed, 1st Squadron Headquarters. Captains Lynn J. Hunt, B Troop; George E. Patch, C Troop. First Lieutenants John D. Harms, L Troop, James A Morley, ITroop; Willian1 L. Wynn, A Troop. 
Sergeant First Class Charles W. Ezell, A Troop. 
Platoon Sergeant Ronald G. Wawrzyniak, L Troop. Staff Sergeants Norman J. Bellamy, B Troop; Edward J. Bergin, LTroop; Terry A. Dotson, B Troop. 
Sergeants David M. Bottoms, A Troop; Michael I. Hoffman, LTroop; John F. Kellog, C Troop; Jack W. Messer, C Troop; CharlesF. Minor, A Troop; Darold E. Thoemke, D Company; Ronald K.Vice, M. Company. 
Specialist 5 Craig D. Wright, A Troop. 
Specialists 4 James D. Argo, C Troop; Lawrence W. Balak, Jr., FTroop; Teddy L. Foster, L Troop; Roy E. Fo�, C Troop; William A.Fuller, B Troop; Everette R. Funk, C Troop; Barry L. Gregory, LTroop; Anthony Guerrero, C Troop; John E. Guss, L Troop; John P.Harper, L Troop; Larry K. Leimbach, L Troop; Dennis J. Mackey,Air Cav Troop; Michael E. Martin, L Troop; Austin V. More, BTroop; Patrick A. Robertson, L Troop, Ernest J. Tomblin, C Troop;Harmon E. Weaver, L Troop. 
Privates First Class Larry R. Anderson, L Troop; Rage R.Broussard, B Troop; Lewis T. Colebrook, L Troop; Glenn G.Finkbiner, Regimental Headquarters; Lonnie B. Gatewood, 2ndSquadron Headquarters; Ralph Mesa, L Troop; Terrance A. Pyrlik, CTroop, Peter Stensgaard, B Troop, Paul J. Spiak, A Troop. 

AIR MEDAL 
Captain Daniel J. Fick, 2nd Squadron Headquarters. 
First Lieutenant David W. Gordon, 2nd Squadron Headquarters. 
Sergeant John G. Near, 2nd Squadron Headquarters. 
Specialist 5 Walter B. Gensemer, Regimental Headquarters. 
Specialists 4 Denver D. Ada1)1s ._ �rd Squa_dron Headquarters; 
Donald J. Hicks, 2nd Squadron Headquarters; Lyle C. Sannes, 
1st Squadron Headquarters. 
600 Eic cles Found 
On B Tr op Sweep 
Enouth Bicycles to mont an 
NV A battalion - that's wat 1st 
Squadron trooI?ers ·ound 
recently in the F1shhoo area 
• sou th east of Snoul�..,.: 

The 600 bicyrivv;f robably 
slated . for use 

J • found t;P� 
operations, !llrymen from Bform b>:

1r
�l 23. 

T Oop "'-4.uorse tr r 
g • oopers wereT� m the thick jun l" ey came Upon a b kgleun er 
nd hootch complex and 3 two 
nd one-half ton trucks. 

When the men dismounted 
nd started searching the 
unkers, they found the cache . 

The cache also contained 20 
e grenades, 200 pounds of 

alaria pills, 166 thirty-five 
ound cans of food mix, 50 
achetes, 25 axe heads, and 
umerous supplies for food 
reparation. 
The cache was so large that 
the Blackhorse troopers, who 
found the site in the early 
aft ernoon, were unable to 
evacuate everything that day. 

The next day they found a 
storage area with 9,000 pounds 
of rice and 1,000 pounds of salt. 

C Troop joined B Troop in 
clearing the area of supplies on 
May 24 and found 6 two and 
one-half ton trucks and one jeep 
nearby. 
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