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ON THE ROAD TO SNUOL

2009 Runion

By Mike “Doc” Rafferty
(G Troop, 69-70)
uring the first week of May 1970,
second squadron was driving
towards the town of Snuol which is
located at the crossroads of highway 7 and
13 in Cambodia. I was the 3rd platoon
medic in G troop at the time. I remember
we stopped at an abandoned Cambodian
village located on highway 7 on our way to
Snuol. I took the opportunity to explore the
village. The houses were constructed of
bamboo with thatched roofs and they were

by Secretary Frank R. Cambria
he 11th ACVVC has five elected Officer
and Director terms expiring on 12/31/09.
As of this writing, at least two of these members of the Board of Directors announced
that they would not be seeking reelection.
The 11th ACVVC
11th ACVVC
members attending the
General Meeting on
Officers are
Saturday morning at
elected to twothe 2009 Reunion will
year terms, and
select by majority vote
Directors to
the most qualified canthree-year terms. didates to fill the fol-
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When we entered Snoul, we
found the NVA were waiting for us. It seemed like
there was firing coming at us
from all parts of the town.
raised off the ground on wooden poles several feet high. I entered one of the houses
and noticed the owners must have left in a
great hurry because I observed several perPlease turn to SNUOL on page 6
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From The Command Track
By Allen Hathaway, President
he first leg of our
2009 Scholarship
fundraising activities
kicked off in early
Allen Hathaway,
December with the
President
mailing of our annual
calendar to all members. The 2009 11th
ACVVC calendar once again featured 12
new photos submitted by our members.
The calendar also contains significant
historical events of your regiment in
Vietnam.
Our Scholarship Fund is a separate,
self sufficient fund. That is, all scholarships awarded as well as the printing and
mailing cost associated with the calendar
are paid directly from donations made to
the Scholarship Fund. Membership dues
are not used to pay for the calendar. The
number of scholarships awarded each
year depends on the total donations made
during that year.
For 2009 a portion of all calendar
donations will be used to offset the nearly $25,000 debt remaining for the repair
and restoration of the 11th Cavalry
Memorial at Fort Knox, Kentucky.
While the calendar you received is unsolicited, we ask that you make the most
generous tax-deductible donation that
you can. I once again appeal to your generosity as we ask for donations to support
our Scholarship Program and Memorial
Restoration Fund. All donations of any
amount are welcomed and tax deductible.
An envelope is included with the calendar for your convenience to mail your
donations. Your donation ensures that
you will continue to receive a calendar
each year.
The 2008 reunion in Chicago was a
huge success with over 1,100 attending.
Over 60 attended their first reunion. One
“first timer” was heard to say, “I don’t
know what took me so long to get here”.
Comments like these are heard every
year from many of the “first timers”.
Planning is well under way for the
2009 reunion in Santa Clara, CA, on
September 9-13. Our Reunion Chairman,
Steve Page (B Troop, ’66-67) and many
volunteers from California have been
working hard to ensure this is another
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As president, I am pleased to report that the overall
state of the 11th ACVVC is excellent. We continue to be successful in many areas;
reunion attendance, treasury, membership, quartermaster, website, newsletter and
scholarships to name a few.
successful and memorable reunion
The Hyatt Regency Santa Clara is a
great location for the 2009 reunion. This
is an excellent opportunity for a short
vacation. Nearby San Francisco is
famous for its landmarks, including the
Golden Gate Bridge; Fisherman’s Wharf;
Alcatraz Island; the cable cars; Coit
Tower and Chinatown. The bay area is
home to sports teams such as baseballs
Giants and Oakland A’s and football
49’ers and Raiders. There are many
wineries in the Santa Clara Valley that
offer tours and tastings. Final arrangements are being made for San Francisco
area tours. You are encouraged to take
advantage of some of these tours. More
details are posted on our website and will
be in the next newsletter. Please sign up
early as space is limited.
The 11th Cavalry is no stranger to this
part of California. The regiment was stationed at the Presidio of Monterey in
1919 and remained there for over two
decades. It was here that the regiment got
its
nickname
“The
Blackhorse
Regiment”. During this time the regiment
also received its Grant of Arms or
“Allons” crest. On 14 September 1924,
“the Great Monterey Oil Fire” erupted
and lasted for five days. The 11th
Cavalry assisted in the fire fighting
effort. Two Blackhorse troopers were lost
fighting the fire. Streets in the Monterey
area are named in honor of these troopers. John Philip Sousa had written the
tune “The Black Horse Trooper” and the
9th Colonel of the Regiment, Herbert J.
Brees, adopted it as the Regiment’s song.
On June 1, 1937, the regiment participated in the opening ceremony of the
Golden Gate Bridge
Start making your plans to attend. If
you have put off attending a reunion, this
should be your year to attend. You can
help make this another successful

reunion by keeping a few things in mind:
Mail your registration early and avoid the
late registration fee. Reserve your hotel
room early. Hotel reservations can be
cancelled up to 24 hours prior to checkin. Many have already made their reservations. Be sure to contact old friends
early giving them plenty of time to make
their plans to attend. Contact any board
member if you need help finding an old
friend. Finally, come prepared to enjoy
yourself!
As president, I am pleased to report
that the overall state of the 11th ACVVC
is excellent. We continue to be successful
in many areas; reunion attendance, treasury, membership, quartermaster, website,
newsletter and scholarships to name a
few.
Our treasury is solvent. The investments made over the years are guaranteed and safe investments. The investments were made to ensure we will continue to have operating funds for the
future of this organization. Currently we
rely on two main sources of operating
income: membership dues and quartermaster sales. There may be a time in the
future when we need to draw on these
investments if membership or quartermaster sales decline. We ask that you
support both of these areas. We continue
our effort to locate and account for
Blackhorse troopers who served in
Vietnam. If you are not yet a member or
your membership has lapsed, take this
time to join and become a member or
renew your membership. Also, the quartermaster offers a variety of “insignia
products” to show your colors. You can
see the entire line of products and order
form in this issue and on our website.
Our website is one of the best among
veteran’s organizations. The website
offers a central place for current informaContinued on page 4
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Ron Struble, (I Trp., 68-69)
proudly displays the Blackhorse
on his silo next to his barn.

Jose Juarez, (B Trp., 66-67)
shows pride with his profusely
Blackhorse decorated SUV.

×

×

tion on the activities of this organization
and its members. Our newsletter
Thunder Run has been published and
mailed every quarter for the past 23
years. This is our commitment to our
members to continue to bring them news
of their organization. Our scholarship
program has been very successful over
the years. Since it’s beginning in 1996
we have awarded 251 scholarships totaling $647,000.
We also have a group of dedicated
board members and volunteers who
work daily to ensure the continued success of this organization. Finally, we
have a membership base that is second to
none. Your support as a member
throughout the years has helped this
organization grow and succeed in every
area. This support is a result of the pride
we all have from serving in the best unit
in the United States Army!
Several of our members have sons
and daughters serving in the military. I
ask that you keep them in your thoughts
and prayers. Reach out to all men and
women in uniform who contribute daily
to the security of our country, offer your
hand, and thank them for their selfless
service.
In closing, the 58th Engineer
Company “Red Devils” will return to
Fort Irwin, CA, soon from their third
combat tour as part of our Global War on
Terror. We welcome them home and
thank them for a job well done.
ALLONS! – It’s good to be “Together
Again”.

Show Your Pride
×

COMMAND TRACK from page 2

Frank Church (G Trp., 69-70) shows pride
with his 36” subdued Blackhorse patch,
formed from iron, hanging on his “Party
Hooch.”

Molhoff,
× Wayne
(409th RRD)
deserves kudos for showing Blackhorse pride
while winning the San
Antonio ½ Marathon in
November 2008

2009 11th ACVVC REUNION
SEPTEMBER 9-13, 2009

RESERVATIONS: 408-200-1234 or
800-233-1234
ROOM RATE:

$125.00 SO/DO

RATES ARE GOOD THREE DAYS PRIOR
TO AND THREE DAYS AFTER EVENT.
4

PLEASE MAKE HOTEL RESERVATIONS
EARLY.
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×

HYATT REGENCY SANTA CLARA
5101 GREAT AMERICA PARKWAY
SANTA CLARA, CA 95054

Archie Grandaw, (B Trp., 66-67)
shows Blackhorse pride on his
parade special, 1929 Model A

×
Beau Richards (H Co., 69-70) lets it
be known that he is proud of the
Blackhorse and his Nomads
Motorcycle Club.
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Are You A Member?
This issue of Thunder Run is being mailed to over 16,000
Blackhorse troopers on our mailing list, including members,
lapsed memberships and those who have not yet joined.
If you haven’t yet become a member of the 11th ACVVC, or if
your membership has expired, this is a good time to take a
minute and become a member or renew your membership.
If you are not sure of your membership status in the 11th ACVVC,
take a second and check the mailing label on the back page of
this newsletter. Look for these words:

FREE COPY or EXPIRED
If the words “FREE COPY” are printed on the first line of the label,
take this opportunity to join and become a member. If the words
“EXPIRED” are printed, you should take a minute to renew your
membership. Expired members will also have their membership
number printed on the same line.
There may be some confusion about membership in this organization, the 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and
Cambodia (11th ACVVC) and the Blackhorse Association (BHA).
They are two separate organizations, each with their own charter,
by-laws, officers and membership dues. Many of us are members of and support both organizations. Some of the people we
have contacted for membership renewal have written back and
furnished a copy their LIFE membership card only to discover it
is not from the 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and
Cambodia (11th ACVVC).
To join or renew your membership in the 11th ACVVC just fill out
and mail the membership form printed in this newsletter. Make
sure you give your full name, address, service number, unit(s)
and dates in country (month/year). This will help us match you
with others that served in the same unit. We also encourage you
to sign the release line at the bottom of the form. This gives us

permission to give your address and/or telephone number to other troopers who may be looking for you.
Your name, address, etc are NOT sold or given out to vendors or
anyone other than Blackhorse troopers.
Membership dues are only $15 per year, or $100 for a LIFE membership. We also offer an easy and convenient LIFE payment plan
which divides the $100 membership dues into four payments of
$25 each. We also accept Visa and MasterCard credit cards for
all transactions.
Your membership dues provide you with this quarterly newsletter
Thunder Run. The newsletter keeps you informed of your organization, its members, and the activities of the 11th Cavalry, both
past and present. We pride ourselves on our continued commitment to bring the news to our members through this newsletter.
Thunder Run has been printed and mailed every three months for
the past 22 years. This shows our reliability and commitment to
our members.
A small portion of the dues is used to support these special projects:
• Support to locate other Blackhorse troopers (paper, envelopes,
and postage. Labor is free!).
• Support for Memorial Day / Veterans Day activities. The organization places a wreath at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial to
honor the 730 men of the regiment whose names are on the Wall.
When you become a member or renew your membership you will
receive your new membership card. All members are assigned a
membership number that appears on their membership card. LIFE
members receive a plastic membership card with their name and
membership number embossed. All new members will be listed
in the “Welcome New Members” section of Thunder Run. Show
your support and join today!

Show Your Pride

Steve Spriggs, (31st Combat Engr. Bn., 68-69) delivered Christmas gifts to 11ACR RCO, Paul Laughlin, for
the Children of the 11th ACR collected from his Legion
Post and showed pride with his bumper sticker and his
Blackhorse shirt and hat in the process.

Thunder Run

ABOVE: Dennis Gallegos, (B Trp., 68-70) is very proud of his
truck loaded with Blackhorse regalia including a Purple Heart
plate and a Blackhorse license frame.
RIGHT: Michael Bourdeau, (E Trp., 68-69) is planning on showing his Blackhorse pride into the distant future.
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ELECTION from page 1
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floor at the 2009 Reunion General Meeting.
All candidates must be Life members. Each
eligible candidate will have an equal opportunity to state his qualifications for the position at the General Meeting.
All elected members of the Board of
Directors must be able to attend the Reunion
and two Board meetings each year of his
elected term, and to be in regular email communication with the Board of Directors
regarding a multitude of ongoing association
projects and business requiring decisions and
oversight by the Board. Furthermore, each
member of the Board of Directors must be
able to commit themselves to “specific areas
of interest“ (committees, projects, etc.) within the 11th ACVVC as directed by the
President. Candidates for all Board positions
should be highly organized individuals capable of communicating via email and using
MS Word.
11th ACVVC Officers are elected to twoyear terms, and Directors to three-year
terms. An Officer or Director may succeed
himself no more than two consecutive terms,
with the exception of the incumbent
Treasurer and Secretary who may run for reelection to those offices without term limitations. This exception for the Treasurer and
Secretary is to facilitate continuity of key
administrative functions and the coordination of the Board of Directors and its numerous committees. Besides their respective
duties as Treasurer and Secretary, both
Officers will have active participation in all
Board discussions and the decision-making
process regarding all 11th ACVVC business.
The highly visible positions of President
and Vice President need little description of
their duties other than both positions require
considerable time and superb organizational
skills. The President needs to frequently
multi-task in his responsibility to oversee all
projects, programs, and activities of the
Association, and the Vice President serves as
his right hand man. Obviously, sound leadership and organizational abilities are fundamental to both positions.
Candidates for Treasurer must have verifiable experience in accounting and/or
finance, and be competent using MS Excel.
Most importantly, the Treasurer is accountable for maintaining accurate financial
records, preparing financial reports, budgeting, forecasting, etc. of the General Fund, the
1st Quarter, 2009

SNUOL from page 1
association’s investments, and all expenses
and obligations incurred from the various
projects supported by the 11th ACVVC.
Incumbent Treasurer Ollie Pickral (also the
founding father of the 11ACVC and former
multiple term President) has served very
competently as Treasurer for at least 13 years
since founding the 11th ACVVC in 1986.
After twelve consecutive years serving as
Secretary and three years as a Director in the
1980s formative years of the 11th ACVVC,
I have decided to not seek reelection. I have
reached a point where I believe I am no
longer able to perform my Officer and
Secretarial duties at the level to which I am
accustomed. While it is tough to admit, the
fact is that I have a much-reduced capacity to
multi-task or perform demanding tasks that
require my undivided attention. Like too
many other Blackhorse combat veterans, the
combination of medical issues and decades
of adrenalin-filled PTSD symptoms have
taken their toll. I must say, however, that
serving as Secretary and Director of this
exemplary and model not-for-profit organization of Blackhorse Vietnam War combat
veterans has been a most wonderful and personally rewarding experience. I feel honored
to have been elected by you, my fellow
Blackhorse Troopers, numerous times in the
past 23 years to serve the members of this
association. Thank you.
Candidates for Secretary should be able
to intently follow, record, and prepare organized Minutes to summarize reports, actions,
and decisions from official meetings, and
maintain records of association business and
its numerous projects. He should have above
average skills in language and writing, and
know the basics of Robert’s Rules of Order
and information management computer
applications. He may be a confidant of the
President...and must have thick skin!
Director Rod George has decided to not
seek reelection. As Director, Rod is also
responsible for managing the Association’s
Silent Auction, a significant fund raising
activity for the Scholarship Fund. Rod has
served selflessly and diligently as a Director
for the past four years, preceded by eight
years as our Quartermaster with the able
assistance of his wife Elida. The 11th
ACVVC owes Rod (and Elida) a tremendous debt of gratitude for 15 years of faithful
service.

sonal items which they had left behind.
The one-room structure contained sleeping
mats, pillows and a child’s crib as well as a
large wooden cabinet standing against one
wall. Some china plates and bowls were
stacked neatly in one corner of the cabinet
and I found photographs of a man and his
family and what looked to me like a religious book in one of the drawers. I left all
of the items where I had found them. As I
walked back to my track, I felt sorry for the
family which had to abandon some of their
precious possessions because of the war.
For the next couple of days we traveled
towards Snuol. Our progress was hindered
by the fact the NVA had blown several
bridges between us and the town. On the
morning of May 7th, we were assigned a
newsman to ride with us on our track. I
remember his name was Maynard Parker
and he was a correspondent for Newsweek
magazine. With six men on our track it was
crowded but it was interesting having him
with us. He asked a lot of questions; most
of which I can’t remember. I do remember
he asked us if we had a nickname for our
track. I told him we hadn’t given it a special name. It was just 3-6 to us. I was hoping he would write a story about us in his
magazine but to my knowledge he did not.
I also remember he was amazed at the
number of armored vehicles in the
squadron and our firepower.
When we entered Snuol, we found the
NVA were waiting for us. It seemed like
there was firing coming at us from all parts
of the town. We told our newsman to get
down inside of the vehicle under cover as
we raced across the airstrip next to the city.
The troop pulled up on line along the
edge of the jungle firing with everything
we had for several minutes. Then we
moved back as the air force followed up by
bombing and strafing the area. Thankfully,
3rd platoon didn’t take any casualties in
this action.
After the skirmish at the airstrip, we
paused along the highway for a break.
During this time, Mr. Parker and some
other correspondents were picked up by a
chopper and flown back to Saigon to file
their stories. At that moment, I really
envied those men who could drop in and
out of the war as they pleased. We did not
have that option.
Thunder Run

Editor’s Corner
James M. “Jim” Griffiths
ack in 3rd
Quarter 2008
Thunder Run we
ran an article concerning Blackhorse
Jim Griffths, Editor
Trooper Richard
Thunder Run
Stobbs successfully leading the group effort for passage of
legislation in the State of Ohio authorizing Gold Star Family license plates.
These plates became available to families of the Fallen Warriors of our many
conflicts that reside in Ohio.
Good news! I have received communication from Trooper Stobbs stating the
following,
“We have been contacted by a Gold
Star Daughter (Vietnam) who wishes to
have GSF license plates issued in the
State of Kansas. We are presently working with her to set up a Gold Star Family
Committee for Kansas and help get legislation passed! This contact is a direct
result of the story in ‘Thunder Run,’ 3rd
Quarter, 2008”
It gets more important to us! It turns
out that the Gold Star Daughter in
Kansas pursuing the establishment of
GSF license plates is Judith Dietz who
is the Daughter of PSGT Glenn E.
Nicholson, H Company, 11th Armored
Cavalry Regiment. PSGT Nicholson was
Killed in Action on May 5, Cam My,
South Vietnam.
PSGT Nicholson was KIA at a battle
in the town of Cam My, which was
south of Blackhorse Basecamp.
According to Volume Number One, The
Blackhorse, p.15, “Early on the morning
of 5 May, 1968, the village of Cam My
was attacked by a large enemy force.
Reacting immediately E Troop, F Troop
and H Company fought their way
through booby-traps, road blocks,
mines, and ambushes to the beleaguered
village. As F Troop began a sweep
through the village, E Troop and H
Company attacked an extensive bunker
complex to the south. Encountering
anti-tank, small arms, and automatic
weapons fire, the 2nd Squadron elements pushed on leaving 104 Viet Cong
bodies in their tracks. By the end of the
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day, the enemy threat was eliminated
and the village was back under allied
control.”
Judith Dietz has initiated the push in
Kansas by contacting state legislators
and certain media people in Kansas. She
has related to us, “I have been in contact
with our State Representatives and they
plan on introducing the bill as soon as
possible.” Judith has also stated to me
“Like the Tom Petty song goes, ‘I won’t
back down, I’ll stand my ground!’“
Judith is resolute and 11th ACVVC
Members and 11th ACR Veterans in
general (especially in Kansas) should be
as resolute in their support of her as possible. She can be contacted via email at
jadietz@cox.net to find out if you can be
of assistance.
I hope you enjoy your Thunder Run
and thanks to all of you for submitting
your contributions. The best way to submit is via email and MS Word attachment. I do not have caller ID so if you
call me on the phone make sure I get
your name and number clearly. If I don’t
understand the rest that you say I can
straighten it out with your name and
number. If you don’t hear back from me
call me back. Those who submit via
hard copy also need to give me a way to
contact you as well. Sometimes everything cannot be published or published
immediately. I try my utmost to get
everything permissible in as soon as
possible.

2009 Newsletter Deadlines
The following are the due dates to submit articles for Thunder Run
First Quarter 2009 ..........Jan 15
Second Quarter 2009 ......Mar 25
Third Quarter 2009..........Jun 25
Fourth Quarter 2009........Oct 1
All submissions for publication must
be sent to: Jim Griffiths, Editor, 3784
Michigan Ave., Bridgman, MI 49106.
Email: JGriff11@aol.com.

Your 11 ACVVC
Funds
By Ollie Pickral, K Troop ‘68-‘69,
Treasurer
e are all aware of the current and
ongoing financial crisis we as a
country and as individual investors are
going through. Most of us have been
affected adversely by our 401K or retirement funds that are invested in the market.
I am pleased to let you know that your
11 ACVVC funds, approximately
$447,000 that is invested, is safe and for the
year 2008, we actually made money instead
of losing. Of course, this could change and
we feel our funds are secure.
Approximately $335,000 of your funds is
in CD’s and protected. The remainder is
invested with the reputable firm, Smith
Barney. These CDs and invested funds are
your Life Membership monies to be used to
finance our day to day expenses in the
future. We are hopeful that the country’s
economy will improve and your funds will
work positively for our organization.
To highlight our finances for 2008, I report
the following:
• Membership income was at $31,000
• Quartermaster sales were at $109,000
• Administrative expenses were at $21,000
• Quartermaster expenses were at $67,000
• Newsletter expenses were at $34,000
• Scholarship income that includes the
Silent Auction, Raffle and Calendar
donations totaled $78,000
• Scholarships and Administrative fees
totaled $162,000 (includes some previous year obligations)
• Reunion registration totaled $90,000
• Reunion expenses totaled $104,000
• Reunion Assistance income was at $8,300
• Assistance totaled $2,000
• Income from the Memorial Fund account
totaled $40,000
• Expenses for the Memorial Fund were at
$6,500
Our net worth for 2008 was at: $553,000
Outlook: It is hard to say what will happen to our financial markets and the current
crisis makes it hard to predict what our situation will be for 2009. Most of our funds
are with CD’s and unaffected and we are

W

Continued on page 10
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Meet Our 2008 Scholarship Winners
This issue contains brief statements from another 13 winners of our 2008 Scholarship. The 4th Quarter 2008 issue also contained statements from 13 winners. The remaining winnners will be presented in the 2nd Quarter issue.
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Temple Foulks
cess and express how inspired I am by your generosity.
Daughter of Michael Foulks, HHT 1/11, 70-71
Scholarship dedicated to PFC JOHN LA VERNE CRANE; K Troop 3/11ACR;
It’s a great honor to receive this scholarship by KIA October 27, 1968; Age 20; Single
the 11thACVVC. I really appreciate the opportuBridget Long
nity to pursue my culinary interests and talents.
Daughter of Richard Long, C Troop, 69-70
However, I’m going to put off my culinary
I would sincerely like to thank all the members of
dreams for a while because I have decided to
the 11th Cav, those that selected me to receive this
join the Army. Following in the footsteps of my
scholarship, as well as all the soldiers who have
brother and my father, I am going to serve my
been, and are part of the 11th Cav. I was really surcountry as many have before me. Thank you for the tremendous support
prised and so excited when I received the Email
in helping me further my education. I will continue to make you proud.
telling me of the award.
Scholarship dedicated to SP/4 RONALD ANTHONY LONGFELLOW; Air Cav
Receiving this scholarship means that I may be
Troop 11ACR; KIA January 19, 1972; Age 20; Single
able to work a little less and devote more time to my studies. I am interested
Daniel J. Herman
in Physical Therapy as well as Computer Technology and hope to be able to
Son of Paul Herman, L Troop, 67-68 and A
combine studies in both these areas. What your organization is doing to help
Troop, 69-70
the children of its members is wonderful, and means very much to myself
I want to thank you wholeheartedly for your and my family, as I’m sure it does to many others. Once again my most sinassistance and generosity. I was worried about cere “Thank You” to the 11th ACVVC and its members.
my ability to pay for my final year until I received Scholarship dedicated to SP/4 JAMES ALEXANDER BACA; B Troop
notification about the scholarship, which will 1/11ACR; KIA Friday, April 18, 1969; Age 21; Single
allow me to graduate in May. My father has
Joyce Ludwicki
always been proud of his time spent in Vietnam,
Daughter of Raymond Ludwicki, 541 MI Det.,
and I am honored to represent in some small way the organization he
70-71
belonged to. I only hope I can do him and the entire 11th ACVVC proud.
First I would like to take this opportunity to thank you
Again, thank you so much.
for your consideration of my application for the 11th
Scholarship dedicated to SP/4 THOMAS M. FITZPATRICK; B Troop
ACVVC scholarship. It is truly an honor to receive
1/11ACR; KIA April 18, 1969; Age 21; Single
this scholarship for both my family and I. I have to
Bruce J. Johnson
admit that both my father and I were surprised upon
Son of Bruce Edward Johnson, E Troop, 66-67.
the news and this was cause for great excitement. I
Thank you so much for the scholarship. felt that this scholarship was a “team effort” between my father and me;
Throughout my life, I have always had the desire because he served in Viet Nam, sponsored me, and then I was awarded this
to help people and my field of study, pharmacy, great scholarship.
allows me to do just that. With this scholarship I Upon receiving the news that I was awarded this scholarship I was immedican take my first steps toward that dream.
ately encouraged. I truly believe that God is leading me to teach young chilMy aunt is a pharmacist and she has already dren and to be awarded $3, 000 gives me a greater confidence to keep pressbeen through the obstacles that I am about to ing on. It means a lot to me to be able to speak freely about the gifts I believe
face. With her help and a determined work ethic for my studies, I will not God has given me, the paths He is leading me down, and my vision for prolose focus of my goal and your assistance will not be in vain. Thank you viding an efficient and loving environment for children to learn in. Thank you
again for this scholarship.
so much for taking my essay into consideration and helping me to contribute
Scholarship dedicated to 1st LT. EDWARD CLAUS POWERS; HHT to my parents in their efforts to pay for college. Thank you for your time and
kindness again.
3/11ACR; KIA May 2, 1969; Age 22; Married
Scholarship dedicated to SP/4 JERROLD LOUIS VESEY; 37th Med Co.
Roxanne Johnston
Medic in ARP/11ACR; KIA August 25, 1970; Age 20; Single.
Daughter of Robert F. Bensch, HHT 3/11, 68-69
Kelly N. Meredith
Please accept my sincerest gratitude for selecting
Daughter of Danny C. Towe, E Troop 69-70
me as a recipient of this generous scholarship and
for the sacrifices that so many of the 11ACVVC
I would like to express my sincere gratitude for
have made for our country. I consider being a
the 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of
recipient of the 11ACVVC scholarship to be both
Vietnam and Cambodia scholarship. This
an honor and a blessing.
scholarship means the opportunity to further
my education. As a result of this award, I will
As a recipient of the 11ACVVC scholarship, I will
be able to return to school to complete a degree
pursue my Bachelor’s Degree in Business Administration. It is my goal to
Continued on page 25
graduate with highest honors, ensuring that I build a solid foundation for suc1st Quarter, 2009
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Scholarship Winners
Wesley Alsup
Emily Bacon
Rachelle Burns
Madeleine Byrnes
Desmond Delk
Leigh Ann Dixon
Kyndel Evans
Christine Farmer
Temple Foulks
Francis Gowrie III
Daniel Herman
Kami Higa
Bruce J. Johnson
Roxanne Johnston
Peter Kvale
Bridget Long
Joyce Ludwicki
Kelly Meredith
Joanna Messier
Andrew Nichols
Alyssa Rose
Summar Schiller
Katie Sexton
Priscilla Snook
Christopher Stevens
Joseph Stromberg
Troy Stuedemann
Deborah Terry
Tamera Thompson
Kelsey Weaver
Morgan Williams
Jonathan Worthey

son of Lance Alsup
daughter of Dean Bacon
daughter of Samuel Caldwell
daughter of Robert Byrnes
son of Daniel Delk
daughter of Stephen Dixon
daughter of James Evans
daughter of Thomas Farmer
daughter of Michael Foulks
son of Francis Gowrie Jr
son of Paul Herman
daughter of Guy Higa
son of Bruce E. Johnson
daughter of Robert Bensch
son of Gregory Kvale
daughter of Richard Long
daughter of Raymond Ludwicki
daughter of Danny Towe
daughter of Richard Messier
son of Robert Nichols
daughter of James Rose
daughter of Nelson Schiller
daughter of Patrick Sexton
daughter of Lane Schultz
son of Donald Stevens
son of Wallace Stromberg
son of Robert Stuedemann
daughter of Gary Terry
daughter of Jerry Furr
daughter of William Weaver
daughter of Terry Williams
son of Kenneth Worthey

Incoming...
M Co 3/11
C Trp 1/11
Air Cav Trp
HHT 3/11
2nd/11
409th RRD
L Trp 3/11
B Trp 1/11
HHT 1/11
Air Cav Trp
L & A Trps
I Trp 3/11
E Trp 2/11
HHT 3/11
E Trp 2/11
C Trp 1/11
541 MI Det
E Trp 2/11
H Co 2/11
HHT 1/11
A & G Trps
A Trp 1/11
M Co 2/11
HHT 3/11
F Trp 2/11
M Co 3/11
K Trp 3/11
HHT Regt
D Co 1/11
HHT Regt
F Trp 2/11
B Trp 1/11

69-70
69-70
67-68
68-69
71-72
69-71
69-70
60-70
70-71
66-68
67-70
69-71
66-67
68-69
67-68
69-70
70-71
69-70
68-68
70-71
69-71
67-68
67-68
67-68
68-69
70-71
67-68
69-70
67-68
69-70
68-69
69-70

Information provided by and
for our Troopers
…………From Steve Spriggs……….
4th Annual Hoedown Fundraiser To
Support 11th ACR Blackhorse
Troopers and The Blackhorse
Association Scholarship Fund……
Make your plans to travel to the
American Legion Newport Harbor Post,
Newport Beach, CA. Once again the
charge will be lead by 11th ACVVC
member, Blackhorse Association member and Post 291 Commander Steve
Spriggs.
The Hoedown has raised an average of
$10,000 each year and we expect a full
house once again……… Saturday,
March 7, 2009, American Legion
Newport
Harbor
Post
291,
215 15th Street, Newport Beach, CA
92663, 5:00 PM- 11:00 PM!
DONATION $25.00……
For tickets please call (949) 6735070 (no tickets sold at the
door)…Dress: Hoedown duds.
……….From Dan Stroia……A new
program for our 11th Cavalry Veteran
Troopers who live relatively close to
VA Hospitals and would like to have
their name posted for your State as a
volunteer- Thunder Run Pizza Run .
To find out more about this program
call Dan at Cell# 480-242-7040.

11th ARMORED CAVALRY MEMORIAL RESTORATION DONATIONS
The 11th ACVVC gratefully acknowledges the generosity of the following individuals who have purchased
granite bricks in support of the 11th Armored Cavalry Memorial restoration. The list includes orders received
between SEptember 21, 2008 and January 11, 2009. This brings the total number of bricks purchased to 702.
• John J. Beas
• Rodger F. Cook
• Jack A. Dulaney
• James H. Fair
• Paul P. Foley
• Joseph E. Gehring
• Gerald F. Kallina
• Peter B. Kotzo
• Rick Langley
• Stephen H. Linthwaite
• Larry R. Longsworth

Thunder Run

• Benedict P. Maurer
• Paul A. Peters
• Fletcher Pressgrove
• Jack L. Rawlings
• James B. Reed
• Frank D. Renda
• Michael J. Sena
• Val A. Swan
• Warren J. Townsend
• Peter P. Wallace
• John C. Berry
In memory of Michael Lansing

• David M. Coover
In memory of Norman M. Lindjord.
• Dorothy Giorgio
In honor of Vincet J. Giorgio.
• Hale Family
In memory of Richard D. and Roger
A. Hale.
• Michael J. Komisin
In honor of a fellow trooper.
• Sandoval family
In honor of Frank L. Sandoval.
• Charles Max Torno
In memory of Stephen Alan Spencer.

1st Quarter, 2009
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11th ACVVC Reunion XXIV, Santa Clara, CA
Reunion Registration

10

Dear fellow members of the Blackhorse;
Here it is time to start the registration
process for our reunion in Santa Clara in
September. Here at our house we have
cleared away all the holiday stuff and
begun to set up the various spaces for registrations.
Since Barb is housebound for the winter, she has begun putting together the
name tag holders. We are also ready to
start printing the name tags for this year.
We are still working on the design for the
meal ticket, but be assured it will be
something you will find hard to lose.
It is a really good idea that as soon as
you see the registration form either on the
web site or in the Thunder Run to fill it out
and get it sent in. The cut off date will be
a little earlier than usual this year as Barb
and I will be leaving for California a full
week before the reunion since we will be
driving out.
We had thought about flying but since
we will have all the registration packets
we decided it would be easier to drive
than it would be to have several extra
pieces of luggage to have to take and pay
for. That way too, we will also take an
enjoyable cross country trip discovering
parts of our great country.
When you do fill out your registration
form we ask once again that you use one
of those little address labels that we all
receive in the mail. They really do make
the process of spelling your name correctly on your name tag easier. Also, be sure
to PRINT neatly everyone’s name who
will be attending with you. If for some
reason I am unable to read your writing
then I will have to call you for that information. The same goes for all the requested information. Remember when it asks
for your unit and year(s) that you put only
the primary unit. We realize several of you
changed troops but you need to list the
one with which you feel you were more a
part of and would therefore want to sit
with at the meal. Also, the year means the
year(s) that you were in Viet Nam.
Example, I was there in 68-69, not just 1
year. We need to know which year(s).
1st Quarter, 2009

Santa Clara Reunion
The planning for Santa Clara 2009 is
well under way. We have a very good
group that is very willing to work with
this Reunion. We are working on tours
to San Francisco and local wineries as
well as a tour of Monterrey. There will
be much more on these tours in the next
Thunder Run. We will publish a schedule as well as tour prices.
Remember our 2011 reunion site will
be voted on in Santa Clara. I will get all
the specifics of the sites to be presented
along with the estimated costs. We will
start a new process when presenting the
sites. Besides knowing the location and
room rate you will also know of the
other costs that affect the registration
fee. We believe that this will give all the
voters a better understanding of what
the Reunion will cost you through the
registration fee.
We are looking forward to a very
good turnout in Santa Clara. Please
Again we will have different colors or
designs for board members, people NOT
eating a meal and maybe even a special
one for guests as well as families of our
Fiddler’s Green folks.
So be sure to start watching for that
registration form and get registered early.
Any questions may be addressed to
myself or to Barb. Our e-mail addresses

make your Hotel reservations early. You
can hold a room with a credit card number. If for some reason you are not able
to attend, your reservation will be
released with no charge to you. You
must give at least a 24 hour notice to the
Hotel to do this. There will be a listing
of restaurants and attractions published
in TR as well as on the Web Site.
Remember that the room rate is good
three days prior to and three days post
reunion. The room rate is $125.00 single thru quad. Occupancy and State Tax
on the rooms is 9 1/2 % as well as a
$1.00 dollar District improvement fee
and $0 .13 Tourism Tax.
For those who drive there is free
parking. The San Jose Airport is 15 minutes away from The Hotel. Those who
choose to fly into Oakland or San
Francisco it is about a 1 hour trip.
Steve Page
Reunion Committee Chairman
and phone numbers are on the web site
and in the Thunder Run. If you do call our
home number you will get our answering
machine so just leave a message and I will
get back to you.
ALLONS
Bob Moreno
G Troop 68/69
Registration chairman

FUNDS from page 7
carrying approximately $52,000 in inventory with our Quartermaster. We are also
holding $55,000 in our checking account.
My estimate is that 11 ACVVC will continue to be sound financially for this year and
for the immediate future.
Please continue to include your organization when you decide to donate. Your
contributions throughout the year are
appreciated and are tax deductible.
Donations should be specific to your wishes. All donations that do not specify a fund
will be placed in our General Account for

our day to day operations. We currently
have the Scholarship Fund, Memorial Fund
and the Reunion Assistance Fund. Other
donations are your contribution of products
for our annual Silent Auction at the reunion
whereby Blackhorse generic products and
other valuable items are auctioned off with
the funds going to our Scholarship Fund.
I continue to be proud and honored to
serve as your Treasurer. Any questions
about our finances can be directed to me at:
11cavalry@verizon.net or call at:
804.435.3658.
Thunder Run

REGISTRATION FORM

11th ACVVC Reunion XXIV, Santa Clara, CA
Thursday, 9 September thru Sunday, 13 September 2009
PLEASE MAKE YOUR OWN HOTEL RESERVATIONS AT
Hyatt Regency Santa Clara, 5101 Great American Parkway
Santa Clara, CA 95054
408-200-1234 800-233-1234
Registration fee is $85.00 per person. This fee is required for attendance at any of the scheduled events including the Thursday and
Friday night Bunker Parties and the Saturday Banquet dinner.
Please register early. Deadline for registrations is August 20, 2009. The registration fee will be an additional $25.00 per person for
registrations postmarked after August 20. 2009
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION (print clearly or use mailing label)

Name __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ____________________________________________________________________________________________
E-Mail Address______________________________________________ Telephone No: __________________________________
Unit Assignment ____________________________________ Years in Country

______________________________________

(Example: B TRP, D CO)

(Example: 1966-1967)

Attendees
____________________________________________________________________

$____________

____________________________________________________________________

$____________

____________________________________________________________________

$____________

____________________________________________________________________

$____________
Registration Fee Total

Banquet Meal Selection (Choose one selection per attendee)

$____________

Chicken_______Beef_______Veggie______

r Yes r No (Please indicate needs)____________________________________________________
Is this your first reunion? r Yes r No
KIA Relative? r Yes ____________________________________________
r Visa r MasterCard Card No ______________________________________ Exp. Date __________________________
Special Dietary Needs:

Signature (Required for credit card) __________________________________________________________________________
Make checks payable to 11th ACVVC. Please mail Registration Form along with payment to:
11th ACVVC TREASURER
C/O OLLIE PICKRAL
571 DITCHLEY RD
KILMARNOCK, VA 22482
11
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Circle of Honor and Memorial Bricks
UPDATE
By Allen Hathaway
or nearly five years we have been working on the
Memorial Restoration Project. The objectives of the project were: 1) To research, verify and correct all names listed on the 11th Cavalry Memorial to ensure all Blackhorse
Troopers are accounted for, and 2) to repair and restore the
memorial. In September 2007 after years of research, planning
and preparation, and 40 years after the original dedication, the
11th Cavalry Memorial at Fort Knox was rededicated.
The memorial project needs your help. We currently have a

F

shortfall of nearly $25,000 in the memorial fund for work already
done. An additional $15,000 is needed to complete the project to
list the names of 11th Cavalry KIA’s from World War II, The
Philippine Insurrection and Mexican Expedition.
It was anticipated that the entire memorial project could be
funded by the sale of granite bricks prior to the dedication in
2007. Approximately 1,100 granite bricks were initially available
for inscription. To date, and one year after the dedication, 700
bricks have been sold with approximately 400 still available.
How can you help? You can help by purchasing one of the

Brick Order Form
Instructions: Print your message in the boxes below exactly as you want your brick to appear. Be sure to leave a blank box
between words. Each line accommodates 15 characters, including blank boxes and punctuation (commas, periods, hyphens). If
ordering more than one brick, photocopy this form or use a separate sheet of paper.
LINE 1:

LINE 2:

LINE 3:

(Use Lines 4 and 5 for 8”’ x 8“x 2” bricks only)
LINE 4:

LINE 5:

NAME: ____________________________________________________PHONE: ________________________________
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP ______________________________________________________________________________________
r 4” x 8” x 2” Brick - $100 enclosed
r 4” x 8” x 2” Brick - $25 enclosed with 3 additional payments of $25 in 3, 6 and 9 months ($25 x 4 = $100). Bricks will be
inscribed when the full amount is paid.
r 8” x 8” x 2” Brick - $175 enclosed
r 8” x 8” x 2” Brick - $85 enclosed with 3 additional payments of $30 in 3, 6, and 9 months ($85 + 3 x $30 = $175). Bricks
will be inscribed when amount paid in full..
r Visa Card # ______________________________________________Exp. Date _________________________________

r Mastercard Card #__________________________________________Exp. Date

________________________________

Signature (Required for Credit Card transactions): ____________________________________________________________
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Please make checks/money orders payable to: 11th ACVVC. Mail this form with your check, money order, or credit card (no
cash) to: 11th ACVVC Treasurer, C/O Ollie Pickral, 571 Ditchley Rd, Kilmarnock, VA 22482.
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It was anticipated that the entire memorial
project could be funded by the sale of granite bricks prior to the dedication in
2007...To date, and one year after the dedication, 700 bricks have been sold with
approximately 400 still available
available granite bricks. If you have put off ordering your brick, take
a moment today to place your order. The bricks show your support for our fellow troopers whose names are listed on the monuments. Many families have ordered bricks for their husbands,
fathers or grandfathers as a lasting tribute to their service to this
great country and our great regiment. We also accept donations
in any amount to the Memorial Fund.
ABOVE: Completed monument with “Circle of Honor”
To reduce production costs, bricks are inscribed in groups. LEFT & BELOW: Inscribed bricks
The larger the group, the lower the production costs and more
funds available for the memorial. Orders are being taken for the
next group to be placed in the Circle of Honor in mid 2009.
The 11th Cavalry Memorial at Fort Knox is a place to honor
all Blackhorse troopers from all campaigns. They were our buddies, our friends and our comrades-in-arms. It is up to us to preserve their honor. They shall not be forgotten. Do your part to
help this worthwhile project.

13
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11th Armored Cavalry Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia

Scholarship Application

Scholarship Chairman Frank R. Cambia w Co-Chairman Michael ‘Doc’ Rafferty

(revised 01/09/09)

Ü [1] Applicant’s Full Name: ______________________________________________ Date of Birth: ______________________
Ü [2] Applicant’s Social Security Number: ______________________ E-Mail Address: ________________________________
Address: __________________________________________________________Apartment/Unit # ____________________
City: ______________________________State ______ Zip: __________________ Telephone No: ____________________
[3] Applicant’s Qualifying Status: (Check Only One):

r Child of Deceased 11ACR Trooper who served in Vietnam or Cambodia
r Child of Current Member r Trooper Who is a Current 11ACVVC Member

Ü [4] Applicant’s Sponsor 11th Cav Veteran: Full Name: ____________________________Email: ________________________
[5] Sponsor’s 11th Cav Unit in Vietnam: ____________ Dates in Vietnam _____________ 11ACVVC Membership #: __________

Ü [6] Name and Address of College or Trade School That You Plan to Attend: (Undergraduate Studies Only)
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________________
Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________________
City: ___________________________________State:
Have You Made Application?

r Yes. r No.

_____Zip: ________________Phone: __________________________

Have You Been Accepted?

r

Yes.

r No.

[7] Standard Test Score For Your State: ACT ______ SAT ______Other ________ Specify: __________
[8] Estimated Expenses for the School Year: Tuition & Fees $ _________________; Room & Board $ _________________;
Books & Supplies $ _________________; Miscellaneous $ _________________; Total Exp. $ _________________

Ü [9] Schools and Colleges Attended: (10th Grade to Present)
Name

City,State

Dates From / To

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Name

City,State

Dates From / To

______________________________________________
______________________________________________
______________________________________________

Ü [10] You must attach a copy of your grade transcripts from your last two years of education in High School or College.
Ü [11] On one typed sheet of paper with your Name & Email and your 11ACVVC Sponsor/Father’s name at top of page:
1. State the Field of Study That You Plan to Enter and Why.
2. Tell Us Why You Would Be a Worthy Recipient of the 11ACVVC Scholarship.
3. Note: Concentrate on why you should be awarded an 11ACVVC Scholarship. Focus on your qualifications and not your
father’s military. If applicable, also describe your participation in veterans’ affairs or events, if any.
I, the undersigned, give my permission for a copy of my High School / College Transcript to be submitted with this Scholarship Application.
I understand that the selection process may involve a committee composed of individuals that are in the community at large.

Ü [12]__________________________________________________________________________________________________
Signature of Applicant
Printed Name
Date
________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ü [13] Signature of Sponsor Veteran or Guardian
Printed Name
Date
Ü [14] Please Mail Your Completed Application with attachments for [10] and [11] above to the Scholarship Committee Co-Chairman:
Michael “Doc” Rafferty, 11ACVVC Scholarship Co-Chairman, 5504 N. Cypress Ave., Kansas City, MO 64119
Email DocRafferty36@sbcglobal.net; Telephone 816-453-6235
Questions: Email is Doc Rafferty’s preferred method of communication as he teaches both day & night classes.
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Scholarship applications for each school year beginning in September must be received by May 15 of the same calendar year.
Please print the latest Scholarship Guide found at www.11thcavnam.com/scholar.html
1st Quarter, 2009
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SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE
by Frank R. Cambria, Scholarship Chairman
The 11th ACVVC Scholarship Program is evolving and improving
each year. To date, we have awarded $647,000 in scholarships to
children of our members and KIA’s, and every dollar paid was
donated by YOU, the members of this great association of
Blackhorse Combat Veterans!! You will find a usable copy of the
2009 Scholarship Application in this issue of Thunder Run and
also on our website. Scholarship Co-Chairman Mike “Doc”
Rafferty reports that 29 of our 32 2008 scholarship recipients
have already claimed their awards.
Our three-page Scholarship Guide for 2009 has been completely
revised and provides more information on the scholarship process
and provides detailed assistance on completing the scholarship
application. You can print a copy of the 2009 Guide and 2009
Application at www.11thcavnam.com/scholar.html.
Effective in 2008, each recipient’s Scholarship Award will be dedicated to honor a specific 11th Cavalry “Blackhorse” Trooper who
was Killed In Action (KIA) in Vietnam or Cambodia. The
Blackhorse KIA’s to be honored each year will be selected on an
impartial and random basis. For example, one of last year’s
Scholarship Award recipients was notified that his/her scholarship
was made to honor “Staff Sgt George Dale Arnold; D Company
1/11ACR; KIA March 1, 1967; Age 31; Married.”
In addition, one recipient will be selected to receive a special
Colonel Charles L. Schmidt Leadership Scholarship Award in
honor of former 11ACVVC President Chuck Schmidt for his leadership and devotion to the 11th Cavalry “Blackhorse” Troopers of
the Vietnam War. Chuck died on Veterans Day 2007 as a result
Agent Orange-related cancer shortly after being elected to his
third term as President. Chuck’s widow, Mrs. Bonnie Schmidt,
will select the recipient of this award from the applicants. The
recipient will also receive an additional scholarship award paid by
Chuck’s estate.
The Judges are asked to rate each applicant on a 30-point system.
The point total for a perfect score is 30.
1. Up to 7 points may be awarded for Application completion, leg-

ibility, and following the instructions on the form and in the Guide
2. Up to 8 points may be awarded for Grades of the Applicants’
most recent two years of education (high school or college)
3. Up to 15 points may be awarded to the narrative response for
typed narrative response to questions in item #11 of the
11ACVVC Scholarship Application.
4. Each applicant will be judged independently by each Judge.
Currently we have four participating independent Judges.
5. The scores awarded by the four Judges for all three categories
for each applicant are totaled. EXAMPLE: 22+25+19+23=89
6. The total points awarded by the four Judges for each applicant
are then divided by four to determine the average points awarded
by the Judges. EXAMPLE: 89 / 4 = 22.25 points.
7. The 11ACVVC Board of Directors will determine the number of
Scholarship awards to be granted in any given year based on the
available donated funds and the dollar amount determined for
each scholarship award. The Scholarship Committee will then
apply that number to the list of applicants in descending score
order to determine who will receive the Awards.
Grandchildren of members are not currently eligible. We received
49 applications from eligible children in 2008, but we had funds
for only 32 awards. We are amazed every year at how many of
our Trooper members who still have teenagers (and younger!).
The criterion to include Grandchildren as eligible for scholarships
is being reviewed annually.
It is likely that we will have to reduce the number of scholarships
awarded in 2009. In August 2008 the Board of Directors determined that it needed to allocate the first $25,000 of donations
received from our Blackhorse 2009 calendar sales to offset the
current deficit on the improvement and preservation of the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment’s Memorial at Fort Knox.
Please inform your eligible children that Scholarship Co-Chairman
Doc Rafferty DocRafferty36@sbcglobal.net is ready to receive
their 2009 applications for Scholarship Awards.

Reunion Golf News
illow Glen Golf Club, part of
the Great Lakes Naval Training
Station, hosted our 2008 golf outing. Approximately 40 participants enjoyed the military
facility’s hospitality. Our
annual
outing
always
receives extra special care
when held at a base golf
course.
We usually see about 60
players at the event, but this
past summer we competed with

W
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a Chicago Cubs’ game and a day at Arlington racetrack. As usual
the play was “spirited” with plenty of beer for everybody.
Perennial contender Ken Miller of San Diego posted low gross
of 79. First time attendee Don Marquez of Pueblo, CO won the
coveted Marty Ognibene trophy with a net score of 72.
Santa Clara boasts many golf courses with reasonable rates.
Many reunion attendees may want to turn the 2009 reunion into
a golfing vacation. Negotiations are underway for our annual
event to be held on Thursday, September 10, 2009. Details will
be in the 2nd quarter Thunder Run issue as well as online.
See you in Santa Clara.
Joe Coopet, A Troop 1969
651-246-8009
1st Quarter, 2009
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Chaplain’s Corner
Chaplain Larry Haworth
Fatigues
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Do you know why they call them
“fatigues?” I don’t. Email me if you know.
However, I think we can guess why (your
guess being as good as mine). When I was
enlisted in the Air National Guard where I
think I made rank up to E-2 (Airman 3d
Class in those days), one of my first jobs
was to go with other airmen to a weedy
field beside an old warehouse to carry used
and dirty cinder blocks to wherever we
were told and dump them into a pile. It was
hot, dirty, sweaty work. We all got
fatigued. Hence, “fatigues.” How’s that for
an answer? Hey! (or Hay!) - you have a
better answer?
When I joined the Army, six years later,
it was in the days of “breaking starch.” I’m
sure you’ll remember “breaking starch.”
No matter that fatigues were called
fatigues for some unknown reason, troopers still had to have their fatigues starched
so they’d look good. Don’t bother commenting about why you had to look so
good to carry cinder blocks, hump ammo,
break track on a tank, ride around on an
ACAV, and such as that. That’s just how it
was. Fatigues not only had to be clean and
neat, they had to be starched! Some troopers settled for plain, standard starch like
could be done at home. But fatigues were
so hard to launder, starch, and iron that
most soldiers took them to the laundry
where they did it for $1.50 per set (pants
and shirt - aka, trousers and jacket). You
could tell the laundry lady how you wanted your starch - light, medium, regular, or
heavy. No matter what you said, the legs
and sleeves were always glued together by
the starch, the heavier the starch the
stronger the glue. You’d ram your fists
through the sleeves and your feet through
the legs to “break” them open. Thus, we
said “breaking starch.”
Breaking starch was standard in our
Viet Nam days even though it didn‘t happen in Viet Nam. It happened in the States.
If you went through training and straight to
Viet Nam, maybe you didn’t get to break
starch. But I think you did, at least during
training before you deployed. So you have
that joyful experience to add to your Army
life memory bank. Email me if I’m wrong
1st Quarter, 2009

Breaking starch was standard in our Viet Nam days even though it didn‘t happen
in Viet Nam. It happened in the States. If you went through training and straight
to Viet Nam, maybe you didn’t get to break starch.
and I’ll stand corrected.
Some “strack” (remember “strack?”)
troopers went even further. Some had their
fatigues tailored to fit better, much better tight around the legs and tight around the
waist. (Don’t you wish you had such a
skinny, tight waist now?) Airborne troopers did this. It probably helped their
morale. For you cavalry types (same with
helicopter types) you didn’t need to tailor
your fatigues to boost your morale. Of
course, some did just because they liked
their fatigues that way. You rode around on
tanks, ACAV’s, self propelled howitzers,
helicopters and such machines to bolster
your morale. Besides, you didn’t go
around jumping out of perfectly good airplanes. You didn’t go around jumping off
perfectly good tanks either, except in Viet
Nam when you ran into an ambush or
something.
I’ll tell you a funny story about fatigues
in those days. This didn’t happen in Viet
Nam because there we wore jungle
fatigues which always needed the shirt to
be worn outside the pants (trousers?).
Everywhere else in the Army we wore regular fatigues with shirts that the Army said
to wear tucked inside the pants. Later in
the war, morale was rugged, Viet Nam was
winding down, and the Army was trying to
figure how to transition from war to peace.
It was a big deal to make soldiers wear
their shirts tucked into their pants. I mean
it was a very big deal. Discipline was less
than easy to maintain in those days, as you
probably already knew. Work was hard
too. Troopers in the Cav had to work all
day in the motor pool, in the field, in the
shop, in the tank or artillery park, and such
places. It was not practical for troops to
keep their fatigue shirts tucked in all day.
But it had to happen because the Army said
so. Then came the day, sometime in 1972
or ’73, when the Army changed its mind.
The Army recognized that keeping shirts
tucked in was impossible and unrealistic. I
remember clearly the day the policy

changed. It changed from being fatigue
shirts had to be worn tucked in to being
shirts had to be worn outside the pants.
One day the officers and NCOs were going
crazy trying to make the troops keep their
shirts tucked in and the next day they were
going just as crazy trying to make the
troops keep their shirts out. This is a true
story about fatigues which I think is pretty
funny. Don’t you?
Back in Viet Nam we wore jungle
fatigues all the time and everywhere. It
was the only uniform issued and authorized for wear there. Well, maybe some
generals wore something else, but overall
it was jungle fatigues everywhere, all the
time. Not so in the States (we seem to be
talking about Stateside things today. That’s
OK. It’s still during the Viet Nam era).
Fatigues were the normal uniform for most
soldiers on stateside posts, at least with the
combat units - the divisions and such.
Fatigues were the logical uniform since the
Army’s normal location is in the field and
fatigues are designed for wearing in the
field. You could wear your fatigues anywhere on post - to the PX, the commissary,
the theater, and so forth. However, you
were not allowed to wear fatigues off post
into the civilian community except for
going to and from home, except you could
stop for gas and maybe pick up a loaf of
bread or some minor thing like that. I’ll tell
you, this policy was sure hard to regulate.
I used to see troopers in restaurants and
other places in fatigues which was against
policy. I don’t recall the policy being
enforced very vigorously but it was talked
about vigorously. These days, the policy
has obviously changed because I see soldiers all over the place going around in
fatigues (only now they‘re called something else, battle dress uniform, I think).
One thing about fatigues that I liked,
with both jungle and standard fatigues,
were the patches. Patches told your identity - not just your name, but your rank, your
unit (left shoulder), who you served with
Thunder Run

in combat (right shoulder), special skills
(CIB, jump wings, etc.) and your service
(Army for us). Fatigues didn’t tell as much
of your story as class A greens, but they
told a lot. How long has it been since you
thought about these things?
This reminds me of a parable (a story
with a point) Jesus told to show how we
should dress to live our lives: “Be dressed
ready for service and keep your lamps
burning, like men waiting for their master
to return from a wedding banquet, so that
when he comes and knocks they can
immediately open the door for him. It will
be good for those servants whose master
finds them watching when he comes….
You also must be ready, because the Son
of Man will come at an hour when you do
not expect him.” Luke 12:35-37a, 40
NIV). Looks like God has a policy of
being in the right uniform too. Only God’s
uniform requirement isn’t fatigues, jungle
or standard. It’s a way of life, a right relationship with Jesus Christ, and being prepared for him when he calls. And you
don’t have to break starch.
God bless you. God loves you. So do I.
Chaplain Larry Haworth
6508 Bannocks Drive
San Antonio, TX 78239
LEHaworth@aol.com

Show Your Pride

Blackhorse Hoofbeats
Echoes from the Regiment’s Service in Vietnam 1966-1972
By Don Snedeker, 11th ACVVC Historian
1966: On July 7, 1966, the Blackhorse
Regiment just back from completing Platoon,
Troop, and Squadron Army Training Tests at
Camps A.P. Hill and Pickett, held a
Regimental Retreat Review on the main
parade field at Fort Meade, Maryland.
Organizational Day was observed the next
day, with both military and athletic competitions between the Squadrons. The military
competition, which included M-60 machinegun disassembly and assembly and a “chariot” race in which unit commanders sat in
their jeeps and were pulled by squadron
teams, was won by First Squadron. The athletic competition, which included volleyball,
tug-of-war, and softball, was won by Third
Squadron. Forty days later, Regimental personnel started boarding airplanes at
Baltimore’s Friendship Airport for the first leg
of their 8,000 mile journey to Vietnam.
1967: Captain David C. Lindberg was an
Air Force Forward Air Controller who flew a
Cessna O-1 Birddog, calling in airstrikes in
support of the Regiment under the call sign
Nile. Then Captain Lindberg got his (and
every fighter pilot’s) wish by being transferred to fly F-100s out of Bien Hoa Air Base.
Captain Lindberg died on 21 May 1967 while
flying a mission is support of the Regiment.
Blackhorse, Sir! May you rest in peace. We’ll
meet again on the way to Fiddler’s Green.
1969: From the Senior Officer Debriefing
Report of Colonel George S. Patton, dated 23
June 1969: “In the Catchers Mitt, the majority of the intelligence is collected by the Aero
Scout Section of the Air Cavalry Troop, using
the OH-6A Light Observation Helicopter. The
Aero Scouts, operating at twenty feet and
thirty to forty knots, fly daily visual reconnaissance missions over the Catchers Mitt,
obtaining detailed information on VC/NVA
base camps and routes of movement. They
are the primary intelligence gathering
sources available to the Regiment. Their
contribution cannot be over-stated.”

TOP: Tom Brophy, (HOW, 1/11, 66-67) shows his
pride as a Blackhorse Veteran with his Dodge Nitro
BOTTOM:.John Milliken, (HHT Regt., 69-70) shows
pride with HHT11 on his Wisconsin Vietnam Veteran
Truck license plate
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1971: From the Second Squadron
Commander’s Note Number 3, dated 8
August 1971: “More than two thirds of the
food containers authorized this squadron
have been turned in as unserviceable. The
likelihood of obtaining replacements in the

near future is slim. Unit commanders will
insure that mess containers are not siphoned
off as beer coolers.”

Whatever happened to Baby
Peaches?
From a Pacific Stars and Stripes article
dated 3 November 1967 entitled “Baby
Thrives on Staff Care”: “The 7th Surgical
Hospital at the 11th Armored Cav. Regt.
Blackhorse Base Camp has been a family for
the past month. The reason? A young lady
about 11 months old. The baby’s name is
Peaches, or Tiger. It varies according to her
fickle moods… Actually 11 months is her
estimated age. Nobody knows her name, but
she seems content with the ones she has
received in her new home. A 9th Inf. Div.
ambush patrol found her under a dead
Vietnamese woman. The bones in the baby’s
right wrist had been shot through. Her hand
was saved by surgery. Major John E.
Rafferty, the doctor who performed the surgery and commanding officer of the hospital,
says she will never have a normal right
hand… The biggest question in Peaches’ life
is what will become of her. She has no home
besides the 7th Surgical Hospital. Her parents are unknown and assumed dead. But
Rafferty may have the solution to that. ‘‘The
baby, being very young, hasn’t had time to
adopt the social and economic culture of
Vietnam, and therefore would readily adapt
to the way of life in the United States. If necessary,’’ he added, “one of the staff or I will
personally accompany her back to the
States.”
Doctor Rafferty was good to his word. In late
November, he accompanied Miss Peaches –
officially now known as Ms. Kim Su – to Tan
Son Nhut Air Base, where she was placed in
the care of Captain (Nurse) Nellie L. Hensley
and Sergeant Dwight I. Booth and the three
boarded an airplane bound for the States.
Twenty-four hours later, Dr. Rafferty’s wife
greeted her at Travis Air Force Base and took
Miss Peaches to her new home.
Do you remember Baby Peaches? Send your
memories (or if you know what happened
after she came to the States) to the 11th
ACVVC Historian at blackhorse4@ verizon.net or mail to Don Snedeker, 2221 Tulip
Drive, Falls Church, VA 22046.
1st Quarter, 2009

17

11th ACVVC Donations
Donations to various 11th ACVVC activities since the 4th Quarter issue of Thunder Run

Donor Levels:

Platinum Level $500+

Trooper Assistance
Fund

Calendar
Scholarship

Gold Level

Platinum Level

Gold Level
Mark Heaton
In Memory of Paula Locke
Silver Level
Christine/Matt
Hathaway/Fulgham
In Honor of Allen Hathaway
Brent & Julie Speier
In Honor of Allen Hathaway

General Account
Gold Level
Charles Mahurin

Silver Level
Richard Carlson
Bronze Level
R. Thomas Dunn
Stanley Hutter
Hans Juengling
Peter McDowell

Memorial
Restoration
Platinum Level
David Coover

Gold Level
Michael Komisin

Silver Level
Patricia Tuttle
In Memory of Douglass
Mounteer

Bronze Level
Val Swan
John & Ann Georgesen
In Memory of Douglass
Mounteer
Fischer “Management, Inc”
In Memory of Douglass
Mounteer
Keven & Nancy Lees
In Memory of Douglass
Mounteer
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William Bachman
John & Carol Casterman
Steve Dennis
William Hummers

Gold Level
George Allen
John Bahnsen
Edward Buening
Douglas Campbell
Thomas Carr
William Chadbourne
L.W. Clodfelter
Thomas Courtney
Michael Craig
Dennis Creal
Phillip Crosby
John Crow
David Drake
Jose Fierro
Robert Fisher
James Fleshood
R.G. Foster
Fred Franks
Lee Gentry
Mark Gernand
Robert Gilbert
John Grabenhorst
James Griffiths
Joseph Guy
Jerry Hensley
Terry Hill
Francis Hinnegan
Frederick Holtzman
Dann Hovey
Roger Jankel
Gary Johnson
Donald Johnson
Bruce Johnson
Norman Jones
Neil Keltner
Richard Kenyon
Timothy Kerns
Jonathan Kerrick
George Kiss
George Landt
Wayne LeBail
James McCoy
John Mcguire
David Miller
Wilbert Minix
W.F. Montgomery
Richard Morris
Gary Myers

Gold Level $100-$499
Harold Nicklas
Bert Pehr
Craig Perrin
Fred Pimental
John Quinn
Eladio Quinones
Joseph Rehyansky
Frank Renda
Nick Reschetnjak
Silvio Romero
Richard Rucker
William Schrode
Marvin Sellers
Ralph Severeid
Bryon Skinner
James Snodgrass
Robert Stengal
William Stokes
Larry Swartz
Glen Tharp
Richard Thomas
James Traner
Felix Villasenor
Peter Walter
Eric Wickstrom
Gerald Williamson
Fredrick Wolfe
Richard Worley
Kenneth Worthey

Silver Level
David Allen
William Austin
Peter Bales
Joachim Benitez
William Biehl
Verlon Bishop
Alvin Boles
Alfred Bowen
Robbin Brand
Warren Bricker
Robert Brown
Keith Brown
Wesley Burk
Larry Burwick
Frank Caruso
Stephen Clement
Frank Cochran
Garry Coey
William Condon
Jerry Conner
Gerald Connolly
James Cottle
Gary Cox
William Cramer
Gerald Cusick
Robert De Long
William DeBerry

Silver Level $50-$99
Ronald Derochemont
Donald Detwiler
John Duckwall
George Dunn
Merritt Durr
Douglas Echelbarger
Frederick Elliott
Ernest Enloe
John Frens
Leo Frizzell
Charles Fulghum
Wilbur Gathe
James Gelsomin
Barry Gordon
John Grimme
Benjamin Guyer
James Hane
Erie Hedgcoth
Freddy Henry
Joseph Hessburg
David Hice
Andrew Hilden
William Hipps
Kenneth Hoke
Kibbey Horne
Charles Houthoofd
Edward Howard
Monroe Howell
Randall Hughes
Wayne Hukill
Betty Jackson
Raymer Kent
Richard Koziol
Orlin Kuenzel
Robert Lambert
Paul Lariviere
Roy Lingle
Troy Marshall
Stanley Martz
James McGill
Cleveland Mitchell
Duane Morris
Jack Morrison
Joseph Muchesko
George Murphy
Dale Newcomb
Gary Newman
Roger Newman
Patrick Olechny
Elmer Parker
H.B. Payne
Donald Petrusko
Richard Points
Lee Pryor
Gary Rieth
John Roberts
Myron Rosendahl
Glenn Ryburn
Vincent Sanchez

Bronze Level $1-$49
Alfred Santoro
C.E. Scholz
Alexander Scott
Patrick Sexton
Michael Skinner
Larry Smith
Robert Soule
Garland Stewart
William Suhre
Robert Sussman
William Taylor
Douglas Taylor
Thomas Templer
Elliott Tepper
David Tessier
Phillip Tidwell
Don Timmons
James Turner
Richard Vail
Stephen Vasey
Ronald Vetere
Robert Wagg
Hugh Waggoner
Peter Wallace
Ralph Ware
Michael Watkins
Wayne Watts
Mark Webb
Edward White
Jeffrey Williams

Bronze Level
Ward Abbett
Charles Abbey
Roy Adams
Daniel Ahrens
James Alexander
Raymond Allen
William Alsobrook
Dennis Van Alstine
Johnny Amador
Harold Anderson
Bruce Anderson
Philip Anderson
George Angel
Rodney Angle
Fred Arana
Larry Arft
Chuck Argento
Linda Armstrong-Dulaney
James Arnold
Barbara Atkinson
Kenneth Ault
Fred Ayer
John Back
Dean Bacon
Paul Baerman
Otis Bailey
Tony Balas
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Billy Bannister
William Barba
John Barbeau
Cherry Barber
Douglas Barnes
Larry Barnes
Robert Barnett
Richard Barnhart
Donald Barrett
Elwood Barrows
Deborah Barrows
Kenneth Bartell
Harold Basler
Gary Baxter
James Beard
John Beas
Rudolf Beck
Groucho Beckenhaupt
Jack Beckman
Gregory Beishir
Randell Bell
William Bellamy
James Bellotty
Joachim Benitez
Carl Bennett
Mark Berg
Richie Bernard
Gustaf Bernt
Timothy Berry
Paul Besgans
Jerry Biehn
Eugene Billips
Donna Bill-Laturnus
Gerald Billone
James Binns
Manuel Birch
James Bland
John Blied
Michael Blose
Randy Bodo
Joseph Bohr
Ted Bolton
Arnold Boman
Robert Bomba
Daniel Boone
Christopher Bostelman
Leon Boughner
Andrew Bourdess
Robert Boutieller
Thomas Bowling
Gary Bowling
Gordon Boyd
William Boyd
Barney Brauker
Bill Brawn
William Bray
James Brazeau
Robert Brennick
Grey Brill
Charles Brooks
Timothy Brooks
Danny Brown
Michael Brown
Ronald Brundage
Donald Brunelle
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Larry Bryan
Christian Buehler
Van Burch
James Burg
John Burghardt
Thomas Burke
John Burns
Ralph Burns
Charles Burr
Joseph Burton
Ronald Bynum
Paul Bystrak
Kenneth Canan
Richard Canuel
John Carabetta
Otis Carey
Ronnie Cargile
James Carnal
Joseph Carosella
Herbert Carpenter
Joseph Cassell
Samuel Cassen
Charles Castaneda
Dennis Cederquist
William Charbeneau
Ronald Charette
Randal Chase
Frederick Chattin
Donald Cheney
James Chesemore
Warren Childress
Gus Christian
Dennis Christman
Dennis Ciborowski
Douglas Clack
Charles Clapper
Joseph Clark
Glenn Clark
William Coad
John Cobb
Stephen Cobb
Dan Coffelt
L.E. Cofty
Richard Cole
Kermit Collier
Michael Collins
Richard Colman
Darrel Colson
Joe Commons
Bob Compton
Frank Coney
Danny Connely
Benton Conner
Roger Cooper
Brian Corbin
Fred Cordero
John Corey
John Costa
A.C. Cotton
Earnest Cotton
Michael Coyne
James Crabtree
John Cramer
John Crouthamel
Jody Crowe

Robert Crowley
Anthony Crudele
Charles Cumiskey
John Cunningham
Charles Cunningham
Joseph Czerwinski
Harlan Damron
Ronald Darnell
Jim Darson
Herbert Daub
Allen Davenport
Larry Davidson
George Davis
Paul Davis
Donald Davison
Milton Davison
Lee De Nault
Laurence Deets
Michael Deglman
Joseph Dell’Aria
Patrick Dempsey
Steve Derby
Arthur Derepkowski
David Derk
Frank Desanctis
Leray Dewit
David DeWitt
James Dickinson
Robert Dickson
Michael Dietrich
Michael Dinardo
James Dittmer
John Dobraniecki
Charles Dolen
Jesus Dominguez
Manuel Dominguez
John Donahue
Edward Donnelly
Clifford Doswell
Richard Douglas
Sammy Dublin
Stephen Dunkle
Michael Eager
Larry Easter
Hugh Edwards
Steven Ehrets
Roger Eitel
Frank Ekert
David Ekholm
Dennis Elbert
Richard Elligan
Pete Elliott
Ron Emerson
James Epperly
Larry Erickson
Denver Evans
Robert Fairchild
George Fancher
Roy Farley
M.C. Farrant
James Farrell
Thomas Farrell
William Fedorinchik
Edward Fegenbush
Ron Ferguson

Frank Fernandez
Carl Fernstrom
Richard Field
Donald Fischer
E.G. Fish
Carlos Fisher
William Fitzgerald
Patrick Flynn
John Foggin
Michael Forbes
James Foreman
Michael Forti
Randy Foster
Gary Foster
Michael Foulks
Dale Frank
Martin Franklin
Dennis Freeman
Harold Fremd
Robert Freme
R.H. French
Alfredo Frernandez
Robert Frernette
Richard Freyn
Dennis Fricke
Randell Fritz
Ronald Fuller
James Gaines
Edwin Gajkowski
Jimmy Gamble
Charles Ganno
Paul Garell
Patrick Garmon
Robert Garrott
David Garvey
John Gary
Henry Gatewood
Luther Gee
Kenneth Geesey
Joseph Gehring
Terry Gerhardt
Lonnie Gibbs
Richard Gibson
Raymond Giesige
William Gietzen
William Gillette
Larry Gilliam
Vincent Giorgio
Paul Gissible
Ernest Gizzi
Ross Glatzer
Herbert Gleditsch
Dennis Glunn
Billy Goad
Dalton Gordon
Paul Gorley
Dennis Gourm
Harvey Gracz
Robert Gray
Paul Greany
Charles Greek
John Greeley
Ronald Green
Michael Greenawalt
Alanson Greenn

Vincent Gresh
William Griffin
John Grunloh
Gerald Guenthardt
J. Guerena
Peter Guldner
Frank Guzowski
Charles Hack
William Hadfield
Robert Hagood
James Hain
Ronald Halama
Rick Hall
John Hall
Shirley Hall
David Hall
R. Hampson
Glen Hampton
Rocky Hand
Benjamin Harmon
William Harris
Gary Hartwig
Grady Hassell
Allen Hathaway
Jean Hathaway
Stanley Hauser
James Hawes
Larry Haworth
Alfred Hayes
William Haynes
Douglas Haywood
Wayne Head
Joseph Headrick
Clint Heath
Mark Heaton
Steven Helgeson
Donald Hellowell
Thomas Helm
Wilton Helveston
Jock Hendricks
Richard Henson
Walter Herlinsky
Paul Herman
Al Hernandez
Roberto Herrera
Robert Heuston
L.R. Hicks
John Hien
Billie Hilliker
Larry Hillman
Donald Hines
Leonardo Hinojosa
Duncan Hinton
George Hitchcock
Ludwig Hoge
Gregory Holbrook
Joseph Holliday
Roger Hollingsworth
Larry Holloway
Michael Holmes
George Holt
Ole Horgdal
Donald Horn
John Horner
Glen Howser
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Danny Hoyle
Robert Hoyt
Dale Hruby
Warren Huff
Ronald Huggins
John Humbert
John Humbertson
Robert Hunt
John Hunt
Johnnie Hunter
James Hussey
William Iseman
Gary Jacobs
Ken Jankel
James Jarrett
David Jarrett
Duane Javoroski
Joe Jenkinson
Paul Jeovitti
Richard Jeranek
Candice Joel
Steve Johnson
Robert Johnston
Tom Jones
Ross Jones
Russell Jones
Scott Jones
Edward Jones
Paul Jones
John Jordan
Michael Jorden
Jack Journeay
Joseph Juarez
James Kaehler
Robert Kaiser
Michael Kateman
Ernest Kauppi
Richard Kearnes
Donald Keller
Ronald Kelly
Thomas Kelly
Robert Kemper
Markie Kennedy
Thomas Kent
Bruce Kersis
Larry Kester
George King
William King
Dennis King
Thomas Kirchoff
Earl Klein
Timothy Kleingartner
Lewis Klinn
John Knapp
Connie Knutson
Anthony Koch
Michael Komisin
Fred Kontzelmann
Kenneth Koppenal
Lawrence Kotke
Jerome Kotwica
Peter Kotzo
George Krcelich
Richard Krebs
Gregory Krinock
David Krzyzan
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William Kubena
C.M. Kuchenbuch
James Kuehner
Cornelius Kunst
John Kuntzman
Paul Kwiecinski
Walter Lakari
Rickey Langley
Gary Lantrip
Robert Larocque
Raymond Larson
William Laspina
Linda Lavergne
James Lawless
Ronald Lawson
James Leach
Kenneth Lee
Robert Lee
Robert Leis
John Lescisko
Gerard Lessard
Roger L’Etoile
Billy Lewellen
Larry Lewis
Tommy Lewis
Nicholas Lile
Robert Linberg
Craig Lindell
Ronald Lindsey
Donald Livingston
Earnest Long
R.H. Long
Larry Longsworth
Richard Looft
Francis Lopes
Jerrrey Lopez
Guy Love
Gary Loveday
Frank Lozon
Edward Lumpp
Richard Lunda
William Madej
D.A. Madrid
Paul Madsen
Per Madsen
Howard MaGee
Edward Maggi
John Magnarelli
Raymond Majewski
Jerry Mann
James Manning
Joseph Manzo
Carl Markowicz
Charles Marlatt
Don Marquez
Gary Marth
Francis Martin
Romeo Martin
Richard Martinez
Jon Masley
T.S. Massey
Glen Massingale
Anthony Mathews
James Matthews
Curtis Mays
Jerry McBryde

Timothy McCann
John McCarthy
Leonard McCarthy
Charles McCollum
Harold McCready
Mike McCullough
Harry McDole
Walter McDonald
David McDonald
Thomas McGarney
Bernard McGowan
Stewart McGregor
Clarence McKillip
Glenn McLendon
Cary McMasters
Thomas McNeal
Robert McNeal
Gerald McRoberts
Joseph McSwiggan
James McVicker
Wesley McWethy
Benjie Meek
Salvador Melo
Douglas Menefee
James Meredith
William Merkle
Walter Merritt
Keith Meyer
William Meyer
Randolph Michaud
Philip Michitsch
Donald Middleton
Willie Migues
Michael Mikluscak
James Miles
Keith Millea
Joseph Miller
Gene Miller
George Miller
Earl Minor
Jerry Mitchell
Joseph Moliero
Steven Molstad
John Monaghan
Fred Montgomery
DC Moodie
Harry Moody
Bradford Moon
William Moore
Larry Moore
Dennis Morgan
Damion Moring
Glenn Morlock
Charles Morrison
William Morrow
James Moudry
Stephen Moushegian
Jack Moyer
Kenneth Mueller
Dan Mulcahey
John Mulrath
K.M. Murphy
Don Murphy
Anthony Musico
Charles Mutchler
John Mutter

Kenny Naidas
John Napier
Frederick Nealis
Andrew Neighbors
Jack Nelson
David Nelson
Leslie Newman
Al Noetzel
George Norris
Robert Norris
Willie Nunley
Chuck Nute
James O’Brien
Joseph O’Leary
James Ondulick
Robert O’Neal
Roger O’Neal
Terry Opp
Robert Oracz
Clifton Osborne
John Ottenbreit
William Owens
Alden Owens
D.L. Pace
Angel Pagan
David Palmer
Frederick Palmer
Hubert Parish
C.R. Parker
Edgar Parrish
Carl Pascual
Thomas Patton
Donald Pemberton
Dennis Pfohl
Edward Phillip
Daniel Phillippi
Robert Phillips
Charles Phillips
David Phillips
Christopher Pitt
Murray Pledger
James Poe
David Porter
Nicholas Posak
John Potopa
Delbert Powell
Alexander Powell
George Purifoy
Robert Putney
Richard Quick
John Quinlivan
Richard Quinn
Frederick Quinn
Michael Rafferty
William Ralston
Samuel Ramnytz
John Raney
Ronald Raper
Jesse Rasberry
Kim Raseman
Jack Rawlings
Kenneth Ray
Ronald Reed
Gerald Reed
Richard Reed
Charles Refshauge

Ronald Rego
William Rehm
Mark Relyea
Philip Reynolds
Danny Rice
Lawrence Richardson
Randy Richmond
Johnny Riley
Dwight Riley
Jim Ritter
Joe Roberts
E.L. Robertson
Emil Roethlisberger
Ralph Roles
Charles Rollins
Miguel Rosario
Peter Rosenkrands
Larry Rothmeyer
Dewey Rowe
Jackie Roysdon
Ronald Rubas
Gerald Rudisill
Robert Rush
David Russell
Michael Russell
Charles Russian
Henry Rybacki
William Ryerson
Alan Salerno
Robert Samples
Robert Sandlin
Glen Schaaf
Terry Schaecher
William Schamberger
Thomas Schmersahl
Robert Schneiter
David Schofield
Ronald Schroeder
Louis Schubrych
Robert Schumacher
Charles Scott
Gary Scott
William Seich
Gary Self
Richard Sevigny
Raymond Shakow
Bob Shambarger
Steve Shannon
Terry Sharpe
Dale Sharrow
John Shelburne
Dennis Sheldon
Mary Shepler
Garry Sherman
Darold Shoemke
Alexander Shogan
George Shookla
Lawrence Shuey
A. Thomas Sigler
Thomas Sikora
Charles Simpson
Vincent Sinervo
William Sizemore
Joey Skidmore
Kermit Slone
William Slusser

Thunder Run

Reflections

RIGHT OR WRONG
By Gale Charles (HHT 1/11, 67-68)

Greetings fellow troopers!
I hope you will enjoy my debut contribution to Thunder Run the style of which
I hope to be able to contribute quarterly to our newsletter.
Many of you were required to write book reports (or reviews) during your
school years and many of you no doubt dreaded this task. I have read a book
which I write a brief synopsis and review of in the hope it will stir your curiosity
enough to read or at least give a good once over browsing. If you do not like this
book at least, perhaps, you will have learned something from it.
In 1982 John Ketwig, the author, states that there were no books about Vietnam
on the shelves of his home. In April, 1982 John sat down to write about the experiences he had in the Vietnam War.
John stated in his book “I only hope my story will encourage people to read,
investigate, and think” He also stated “I don’t want my children or grandchildren
to see the world he had known. I could not remain silent in 1982 and I cannot
today.”
John was a nineteen year old who grew up in New York. He was sent off to
Pleiku, Vietnam to fight a war in a country without any choice. This is his story
as seen through his eyes in a never to be forgotten battle to survive. It was a horrible but true war.
Lyrics from a song by Bob Dylan relate to this book. “A Hard Rain’s A-Gonna
Fall and What Did You See, My Darling Young One?”…….
And A Hard Rain Fell- by John Ketwig.
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By Donald Craig Michaud, E Troop (1968-1969)
Am I a murderer?
I have taken many lives
The choice was not mine
My country asked, I answered
I was young, I had my beliefs
I still pay the price
What is right, what is wrong?
Nobody knows
Who is the judge, you? Me?
Probably me
My sentence is life
No trial, no plea
No chance to defend
I did what I must
I did what I did
Could that have been me?
It will never end
What is right, what is wrong?
I was just a kid.
Too much to ask of those who are so young
There is no appeal
No trial, no plea
We live with our fears
And shed our private tears
I am a murderer
My sentence is life
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A Tribute to Fallen Brothers
The following is a tribute to three men I knew when I served
with I Troop in 1969. All three were KIA on the 23rd of June
when their track was ambushed from behind near An Loc.
They are David Nord, Richard Weiss, and Dennis Williams.
By Mark Crist
Air Cav Trp. and I Trp. 68-70
ver the past 36 years I’ve often
thought about the war and the men I
served with during two tours in
Vietnam. It’s by no means been restricted to
Veteran’s and Memorial Days. I wouldn’t
say I dwelled on it, but how does one forget
one of the most defining moments in their
lives? Now and then I’d get my scrapbook
out and browse through it wondering what
became of everybody who made it to
DEROS, were wounded and evacuated, or
the NOK of those I knew who were KIA. On
occasion someone would ask to look through
it too. They say one photograph is worth a
thousand words. I never fail to tell a story
about the pictures I have to anyone who
seems interested about the things I saw and
the people I remember. I can get quite passionate about my experience to the point
where some people have told me I should
write a book. I don’t know that I could fill a
volume like that, but writing “something”
down is perhaps overdue.
For all those years my memories of the
war and the ensuing diatribe that the war produced were just thoughts spinning around in
my head. I’ve had a lot of questions put to
me by a lot of people. I’ve tried my best to
answer them, but it often wasn’t easy, especially after just returning Stateside. After my
first tour with the 11th Cavalry the question,
“what was combat like” would come up. I’d
start out okay, but soon found myself stumbling for words. The memory was fresh, but
try as I may, words alone just couldn’t convey the totality of it. Of course, to another
Veteran nothing had to be said.
When I came home after my second tour
in 1972 the questions were a little more complex, geared toward our policies, drug use,
atrocities, and why we were even still
involved. On occasion I’d find myself at a
party or other function and be introduced by
the host as just having returned from
Vietnam. More than once the reply would be,
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“we really don’t want to hear about that.”
“Hear about what,” I wondered? What is it
they expected me to say or do? Sometimes
my blood would get to boiling, not only as a
response to some people’s shallowness and
seeming lack of understanding, but my own
inability to explain what I’d seen.
For years my thoughts just stayed with
me, but eventually I began putting things in
perspective and make some kind of sense of
it all. I also made the Army a career. Over the
next 20 years the ranks of Vietnam Veterans
got smaller and smaller until I was the only
one during my last assignment sporting a
CIB and patch on my right shoulder. The
questions still came. Then there were the
young enlisted guys who reminded me of me
at one time, eager to mix it up with some bad
guys somewhere. Now and then I’d hear, “I
can’t believe we lost the war!” much older
now I’d fire back with, “be careful what you
wish for” and “be careful how you define
“we.”
Over time things began falling into place.
For one thing I had to separate the management of the war and the media circus that followed, from which I believe a lot of non-veterans drew their conclusions, from the men
who did the fighting. I also thought it time I
start writing these things down, a perspective
of my memories, thoughts, and eventual conclusions, not as a politician or media mogul,
nor a general or the warrant officer I retired
as. I went to Vietnam a Spec/4 and left a
Spec/5. I saw the war as a machine gunner
with the 11th Cavalry and a Huey crew chief
with the 1st Aviation Brigade
I was a school trained helicopter mechanic assigned to Air Cav Troop when I first
arrived in Xuan Loc. I could have stayed
one, but I had to see the war. I’d heard
enough about it on the nightly news the previous 3 years. I tried for a slot as a door gunner, but was told I’d have to wait. One day
bending wrenches on a Huey I saw some
tracks go by on their way out the gate at
Blackhorse. Another mechanic made the

comment, “better them than me.” That was
all the spark I needed. Three weeks later I
was in the orderly room at I Troop. The 1st
Sergeant was DEROSing and saw the wings
on my fatigues. When I told him I had volunteered to come down to the squadron he
turned to his clerk and said, “issue this stupid
SOB a rifle and get him out of my sight!”
That was an eye opener for me, but I still felt
I had to be part of what was going on outside
the wire. Maybe it was a duty, honor, country thing from my patriotic upbringing in the
‘50’s or maybe just the thought of doing my
share.
Rick Weiss was one of the first guys I met
when I got to the field. One thing that stood
out about him before any introduction was
that red hair. Out in the woods amongst all
that natural and government green there was
no missing Rick. The red clay at Xuan Loc
and Quan Loi had nothing on him. During
our first conversation we found out we only
lived about 50 miles apart back home. We
also had a mutual interest in architecture. I
was thinking of going to college one day to
become an architect and so had Rick. Over
time we talked of going together once our
enlistments were up. One day he drew a picture of a house he was working on. He’d also
written home about it I’d later find out, but
never sent a drawing. Last year I was put in
contact with his sister Donna through
“Operation Embrace” and we discussed it.
She never saw his plan, but I still remembered it vividly. I drew and mailed it to her.
Kind of an epiphany or maybe the past had
come alive again in a way.
Rick was also known to read his Bible
regularly and assist the Chaplain when he
came by for field services. Donna brought it
to the reunion in Louisville last year. The
page marker was still on the last verse perhaps Rick had read. Holding his Bible, the
last 38 years just went away. I could picture
him on the ramp reading it again.
Over time he and I talked of making a
swap so we could ride together on the back
hatch. Then the Army came up with a new
deal for extending your tour which I’d
planned on doing anyway and left the field
earlier than I planned on. The outcome of that
chain of events is a memory that will always
be with me along with so many others I just
took for granted at the time. There were those
mornings waking up with the roosters from
the Ville we were securing. Maybe a chopper
had flown in a hot meal and Rick and I would
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walk over for some of those powdered eggs
and limp bacon. Then it was back to work.
Maybe the day would bring a sweep, mounted or dismounted, maybe work with the
Rome Plows, a PX run, not to mention the
nightly ambush patrol. Then there were those
days when the reality of what we were in
business for was all too real. One never knew
what the day would bring. I never knew Rick
to falter. He was a good soldier. Back at the
Ville or a firebase we’d shoot the breeze until
guard duty beckoned. So, no doubt, were
many friendships born during those days. The
boondocks were no place to be without one.
David arrived in the platoon a month or
so later. Something stood out about him too.
It wasn’t so much how young he looked. I
think most of us looked that way. I was just
coming up on 19 myself. What caught my
eye were the Staff Sergeant stripes he wore.
At that point in my career I somehow imagined someone with all that rank being a little
older with a little experience under their
belt. We found out David had graduated at
the top of his class at the NCO School. Next
stop was Vietnam. It’s not like he had some
time stateside to get his feet wet. Of course,
we had a number of buck Sergeants in the
platoon who’d gone to that school and found
themselves in the cupola upon arriving.
David started out that way too, but within a
short time he found himself in the position
of Platoon Sergeant. I didn’t give it much
thought back then. It was just the normal
progression in the ranks. However, looking
back at it now I see what an awesome
responsibility that had to be for him, especially in a line troop.
His two predecessors had both been E7’s and were said to already be veterans,
having served in Korea. David had to learn
the ropes and learn them quick. He had to
put all that training to practical use now
along with all the things passed down from
year to year by the men who preceded us.
There was also the realization that one of
those E-7’s was KIA a few months before.
David picked up the ball and ran with it.
After I had left the field word came down
that the platoon was involved in a big fight
up near Loc Ninh. His driver was passing
through a few days later and I asked him
how it went. He said it was intense. An element of the 1st Infantry had been fighting all
morning and as often was the case the 11th
was called in to render assistance. The fighting continued most of the afternoon resultThunder Run

ing in 76 NVA KIA. The next thing I heard
was that David had handled himself and the
platoon well on the field that day.
I don’t remember if it was before or after
that that he went home on Special Leave to
get married. Two weeks later he was back in
the field. He never got to meet his son.
I only met Dennis once. It was on bunker
guard back at Blackhorse after he just
arrived in the Regiment. A few days later he
would ship out to the field. I don’t remember any specifics, but know we had talked
about home and I passed on a few of those
things we didn’t hear about in training. I got
the impression he’d do just fine in the field
like so many others who had preceded him.
It wasn’t long after that we got word
about what had happened. To say it came as
a shock would be putting it mildly. I went
home on leave, but it just wasn’t the joyous
occasion I expected it to be. They say there
is a grieving process that goes something
like sadness, anger, and finally acceptance.
For this veteran I would also add guilt. I’ve
also heard it from others. Family and friends
kept telling me I’d get over it, but I felt
strangely detached from them and their
words. Something had changed in me. I
wasn’t the same guy I was a year ago and it
was as if I had two families, the one I was
with and the one back in Vietnam. I had just
suffered an enormous loss in that family.
They say time heals, but the memory of that
day will always be with me.
I remember something that was said
amongst my peers when speaking
about someone. It didn’t involve any flowery verbiage. Put quite simply, “He’s a good
man!” Those few words seemed to say it all,
knowledge, experience, common sense,
wits, and courage to name a few.
I know there has been a lot of controversy about the war these past 40 years. So
much rhetoric from so many media sources
from so many who never set one foot in
Vietnam. I just can’t abide by it. While fingers may be justly pointed at the management and ridiculous policies nothing will
ever sway me from knowing that the men I
served with in the 11th Cavalry did their
jobs and did them well. So many fine young
Americans who did the best they could on
the field and in the face of the quagmire of
political nonsense, media input, and the
resulting public opinion. While the Nation
divided itself they fought on winning battle

after battle. I believe history has recorded
that the Viet Cong were decimated after Tet
‘68. After the Easter Offensive of 1972 and
Operation Linebacker II the North
Vietnamese were on the ropes. The three
men I mention here did their part to win the
day.
I also can’t help feeling Vietnam was a
finger in the face of the Russians too. We’d
all grown up with their philosophy hanging
over our heads. Those who fought the fight
in Vietnam showed them, indirectly maybe,
who the boss was on the battlefield.
How many times in our history had we
gone to war? Whether they chose to be there
or not how many fine young Americans
had answered the call? Most were looking
toward their future, whether it was college
or maybe getting a job in a hometown business, getting married, buying a house, and
raising a family. As fate would have it
they’re hitting a beach or deep in the jungle
of some far off land. Today it’s the deserts of
the Middle-East. They see things they never
thought of in their wildest imagination.
They do things they never thought capable
of. To remain focused on the job at hand and
to overcome their fears says a lot about their
inner strength and character. That they come
home with the memories of what they saw
and did should be a given and perhaps not
easily explained to the folks back home.
There are those who protest their service.
It’s often said they can thank a Veteran for
this privilege. I do find some of their rant to
be extreme and despicable to say the least. It
would be better aimed at those sitting in the
UN General Assembly who can’t come to
an agreement. I think if some of these protesters would “ask” a Veteran about their
experience instead of “telling” them what
they think they might find the Veteran would
be the first to say they hope it never has to
happen again. I can’t help thinking a Veteran
has a better handle on how to get along since
they’ve seen the epitome of alternatives.
Having been neck deep in it at one time I
don’t think Vietnam was any different than
any other war when the shooting started. I
do believe, however, in the long run all the
controversy surrounding the war just forged
a special bond between Vietnam Veterans
which perhaps veterans of other wars
haven’t experienced. It’s not the controversy
I remember. It’s the memories of guys like
David, Rick, and Dennis. They were good
men!
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Journey to Fiddler’s Green
We are sorry to report the following Troopers have taken the journey to Fiddler’s Green. Our heartfelt sympathy and sincere condolences to their families and friends. We honor their service to our country and to our
regiment by listing their names here. Please Check Our Funeral Honor Guard daily at www.11thcavnam.com
by selecting “Funeral Honor Guard, Please Check Daily” on the homepage.
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Alvin R. Badgett, B Troop, 1/11 (1966-1967) passed away on November 11,
2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Elkins, WV.
Raymond J. Barrette, HHT Regiment (1967-1968) and 398th Transportation
Det. (1968-1969) passed away on January 14, 1998. He was a member of
the 11th ACVVC and resided in Marianna, FL. He was laid to rest in Ft.
Mitchell National Cemetery, Ft Mitchell, AL. Raymond is also a veteran of the
Korean War.
John W. Blackwell, 409th RRD (1969) passed away on June 25, 2008. He
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Spokane, WA.
Robert P. Brown, Howitzer Battery, 2/11 (1971-1972) passed away on
December 8, 2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided
in Lambertville, MI.
Hector R. Canela-Pina, B Troop, 1/11 (1970) passed away on August 5, 2008.
He was a member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Flushing, NY. He was
laid to rest in South Florida National Cemetery, Lake Worth, FL.
Gerald L. Carter, G Troop, 2/11 (1968-1969) passed away on September 28,
2008. He was a member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Bessemer, AL.
He was laid to rest in Highland Memorial Gardens, Bessemer, AL.
Curtis R. Easter, G Troop, 2/11 (1971-1972) passed away on July 31, 2008.
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Tulsa, OK. He was
laid to rest in Ft. Gibson National Cemetery, Fort Gibson, OK.
Raymond L. Gribble, HHT Regiment (1968-1969) passed away on October 2,
2008. He was a member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Killeen, TX. He
was laid to rest in Central Texas State Veterans Cemetery, Killeen, TX.
Rick P. Hall, HHT, 2/11 (1967-1968) passed away on April 13, 2008. He was a
LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Portland, IN. He was laid to
rest in Gravel Hill Cemetery, Bryant, IN.
Darrel W. Harris, G Troop, 2/11 (1970-1971) passed away on September 11,
2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Houston,
TX. He was laid to rest in Houston National Cemetery, Houston, TX. Darrel is
also a veteran of the Persian Gulf War.
Jerry B. Havard, Howitzer Battery, 2/11 (1968-1969) passed away on
September 1, 2008. He was a member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
Lisman, AL. He was laid to rest in Coakes Chapel Cemetery, Ward, AL.
Daniel T. Hayes, HHT, 2/11 (1969-1970) passed away on September 3, 2008.
He was a member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Gardnerville, NV.
Charles L. Keuffer, L Troop, 3/11 (1966-1967) passed away on July 25, 2008.
He was a member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Atlantic Beach, FL. He
was laid to rest in Dayton National Cemetery, Dayton, OH.
Thomas R. Kinney, L Troop, 3/11 (1969-1970) passed away on November 11,
2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Port
Allegany, PA. He was laid to rest in St. Gabriel Cemetery, Port Allegany, PA.
Kerry A. Lancing, HHT, 1/11 (1969-1970) passed away on July 27, 2008. He
was a member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Las Vegas, NV. He was laid
to rest in Southern Nevada Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Boulder City, NV.
Glen A. Lightfoot, G Troop, 2/11 (1966-1967) passed away on August 8,
2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Graham, TX.
He was laid to rest in Lockney Cemetery, Lockney, TX. Glen is also a veteran
of the Korean War.
Edward M. Long, L Troop, 3/11 (1966-1967) passed away on September 18,
2008. He was a member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Westminster, SC.
He was laid to rest in Unity Baptist Church Cemetery, Westminster, SC.
Edward is also a veteran of the Korean War.
James E. Mcdonnell, L Troop, 3/11 (1968-1969) passed away on November
10, 2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Panama
City Beach, FL.
Michael C. Merrill, M Company, 3/11 (1966-1967) and Howitzer Battery, 3/11
(1966-1967) passed away on August 14, 2008. He was a LIFE member of
the 11th ACVVC and resided in Alpine, CA.

1st Quarter, 2009

John Moore Jr, HHT, 1/11 (1968-1969) passed away on August 7, 2008. He
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Hephzibah, GA.
Douglas A. Mounteer, G Troop, 2/11 (1968-1969) passed away on December
2, 2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in North
Ridgeville, OH.
Ronald E. Nedza, G Troop, 2/11 (1971-1972) and HHT, 3/11 -1968 passed
away on September 12, 2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC
and resided in Mount Prospect, IL.
Kevin C. Overfield, C Troop, 1/11 (1970) passed away on December 11, 2008.
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Mount Gilead, OH.
He was laid to rest in Resurrection Catholic Cemetery, Lewis Center, OH.
Lawrence J. Paquette, Howitzer Battery, 2/11 (1968-1969) passed away on
July 31, 2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
North Haven, CT. He was laid to rest in State Veterans Cemetery, Middletown,
CT.
Willis A. Rankin, D CO, 1/11 (1966-1967) and D Company, 1/11 (1969-1971)
passed away on October 26, 1993. He was a member of the 11th ACVVC
and resided in Poplar Bluff, MO. He was laid to rest in Jefferson Barracks
National Cemetery, St. Louis, MO. Willis is also a veteran of World War II and
Korea.
Arthur L. Rossetti, Air Cavalry Troop (1971) passed away on September 18,
2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Danbury,
CT.
Thomas N. Slade, 398th Transportation Det. (1971-1972) passed away on
October 3, 2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
Norfolk, VA.
David L. Spurrier, Howitzer Battery, 2/11 (1969-1970) passed away on August
28, 2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Oroville,
WA.
Michael D. Tavares, M Company, 3/11 (1968-1969) passed away on
December 17, 2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided
in Nicholasville, KY.
John E. Terletter, E Troop, 2/11 (1966-1968) passed away on October 10,
2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Shoreline,
WA. He was laid to rest in Tahoma National Cemetery, Kent, WA.
John H. Walla, Howitzer Battery, 2/11 (1967-1968) passed away on December
2, 2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Tulare,
CA. He was laid to rest in Tulare District North Cemetery, Tulare, CA.
Kenneth R. Williams, K Troop, 3/11 (1970) passed away on August 1, 2008.
He was a member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Tacoma, WA.
Alonzo L. Wilson, K Troop, 3/11 (1967-1968) passed away on December 14,
2008. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Evans, GA.
Vernon V. Woodyard, Howitzer Battery, 1/11 (1968-1969) passed away on July
17, 2008. He was a member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Fort
Recovery, OH.
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SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS from page 8
in Exceptional Education. Upon completion of this degree, I will be able to
work with and educate students that are the future of our country! Thank
you to everyone on the scholarship committee!
Additionally, I would like to say a special thank you to my Dad and all other
11th Armored Cavalry Veterans that served our great nation! Thank you
all for your sacrifices! Because of you all, I am able to live in a free country in which I have the right and privilege to obtain an education. THANK
YOU ALL SO MUCH!!
Scholarship dedicated to 18, 1968; Age 24; Married SGT NORMAN
EDWARD ADAMS; LTroop 3/11ACR; KIA January
Joanna Messier
Daughter of Richard Messier, H Co., 1968
This fall semester I will start the nursing program
at Rhode Island College. This scholarship has
made an incredible difference to me. The benefits I have been awarded will allow me to work
less and focus more on my studies. I am so
grateful to both the scholarship committee for
choosing me as an award recipient and to all veterans who encourage me everyday to be a stronger woman and achieve
my goals no matter what challenges I face. After being knocked down
time after time I am only more determined to succeed.
I am so relieved and thankful to the 11th ACVVC for this amazing gift. I
am truly inspired by the many sacrifices that have been made by each and
every veteran and pray for those at war today. Thank you for giving me the
courage to stay strong and proving that good things can happen to good
people, no matter what obstacles you have to overcome along the way.
Scholarship dedicated to PFC BRUCE HAROLD BARDON; HOW 1/11ACR;
KIA April 26, 1970; Age 20; Single
Alyssa Rose
Daughter of James H. Rose, A Troop, G
Troop, 69-71
Thank you SO much for your generous scholarship! I am incredibly grateful to the 11th ACVVC
for aiding my pursuit of my college degree in
Philosophy. The financial support you provide is
very, very helpful and is sincerely appreciated. I
am truly honored to have been selected as a
recipient of this award. I offer a million thanks to all who contribute to the
scholarship fund and aid the children of veterans to reach their dreams! I
can never thank you enough for assisting me in reaching my dream of
becoming a professor!
Scholarship dedicated to CPT WILLIAM MARSHALL CLARK; G Troop
2/11ACR; KIA February 23, 1972; Age 28; Married
Summar Schiller, Daughter of Nelson Schiller,
A Troop, 67-68
I would like to express my sincere appreciation
and gratitude for this generous scholarship
awarded offered by the 11th ACVVC organization.
Because of this scholarship commitment, I will
be able to keep my graduation plans on track
while reducing my personal financial obligations
and the financial obligations of my family. As you know, pursuing a colThunder Run

lege education can result in a huge financial burden and your scholarship
award will go a long way to lessen this burden and ensure my education.
There is no doubt that I will receive lifelong benefits from this award as I
continue my education and career aspirations. The 11th ACVVC organization and its members have helped to ensure my education dreams and
I hope you know I will always remember this organization and this most
generous award.
Once again, I want to express my heartfelt thanks and appreciation to you
and the members of “The 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam &
Cambodia”.
Scholarship dedicated to PFC JOHN ROBERT PIERCE; I Troop 3/11ACR;
KIA October 9, 1966; Age 21; Single
Katie Sexton
Daughter of Patrick Sexton, M Co., 67-68
Receiving this scholarship is such an honor and
it means so much to me and to my dad. This
scholarship will allow me to focus all my time
towards school and help me to pursue my goal
in becoming a registered nurse. My dad has
always been proud of serving with the 11th
ACVVC and I am extremely grateful to this program and to all the members for making this scholarship available. Thank
you so much!
Scholarship dedicated to SP/4 GEORGE OWEN SPANGLER; A Troop
1/11ACR; KIA May 19, 1968; Age 23; Married
Priscilla Schultz Snook
Daughter of Lane Schultz, HHT 3/11, 67-68
Your message regarding the scholarship award
could not have arrived at a better time!
This final year of nursing school brought me to
the VA Hospital in Grand Junction, Colorado for
nursing clinicals. I looked forward to serving
our veterans with pride, and felt honored to be
touching their lives, like you have done, by honoring me with this award.
Recently I returned from a nursing school clinical rotation at the VA
Hospital in Grand Junction, CO. I can definitely say that I was overcome
with extreme pride as I was able to serve veterans of all ages, distinctions
and afflictions. Knowing that my experience was made possible by the
generosity of the 11thACVVC only added to the closeness that I felt with
the organization. I certainly have opened my eyes to the wonderful possibility of working in a VA hospital, as I have come to appreciate this opportunity of giving back to those who have given for us.
I am truly privileged to be the daughter of a courageous veteran, and am
thankful to the members of the entire 11th Armored Cavalry for your generous gift, both to our country, and to the progeny of your comrades.
Please accept my appreciation for this award which means so much more
to me than just financial assistance.
Scholarship dedicated to Staff SGT RALPH ROGER JUSTICE; HOW
1/11ACR; KIA January 6, 1967; Age 34; Married

See the complete list of 2008
scholarship winners on page 9
1st Quarter, 2009
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Women's Corner
By Barb Moreno, 11th ACVVC Women’s Coordinator
ere it is yet another new year. Out with
the old and in with the new is what I’ve
always been told. But what is that “new”
they talk about? The old I understand. That’s
putting behind you all the problems and
woes of the year past but how are we to know
what the New Year is going to bring. Is it a
whole new way of life, an unexpected fortune coming your way, better health,
WHAT??? What is, “in with the new?”
Does it have something to do with making those New Year’s resolutions? Gosh I
hope not because I decided this year that I
wouldn’t make any. I mean, every year I
make the same ones. Lose weight, try not to
let dumb things get me down. After all I usually end up breaking at least one, if not all, of
them before the first month is even over. So
why bother?
Maybe instead of a resolution it should
just be a goal of sorts. You know, like this
year my proposed goal is to win the lottery.
That way if I don’t quite make that goal there
won’t be any hard feelings or putting myself
down on my part. Yes the more I think about
it, the better I like that idea. So now I guess I
need to set some “goals” for myself. Let’s
see, where shall I start? Do I want to win the
lottery? Well sure I guess so. It would be nice
to pay off my credit cards and my car, but
then again that would also mean I would
have more income taxes to pay. Oh what a
vicious cycle.
Health? You bet I’d like better health. As
many of you know I was scheduled for a
knee replacement surgery right after the
reunion last year. Well, I had it and the knee
part went really well and all the x-rays look
good. But unknown to anyone as to why, my
legs have swollen and don’t seem to want to
go down. I no longer have ankles. Ugh! And
shoes are hard to fit. In fact I have a funny
story about that, that I will have to share with
you at the end of this article. So yes, I guess
I have to set a goal for better health.
For my service to the 11th ACVVC, my
goal is to make as many women aware of
what the Women’s Group is all about and
what we want to do. To bring more women
into our group and therefore see it grow and
become an important and strong part of the
organization, a part that the guys will find to
be a very needed and useful part of their

H
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For my service to the 11th ACVVC, my goal is to make as many women aware of
what the Women’s Group is all about and what we want to do. To bring more
women into our group and therefore see it grow
organization. And as to that I feel we are well
on the way to being that.
I also want to figure out a way of getting
all the ladies to stay in touch with not only
each other but also with me. This is so important to me and the organization not only
because I love each of them as a sister but
because of the Women’s Award that is presented each year. It is certainly a challenge
each year to decide on who that lady should
be. It needs to be someone who not only is
very supportive of her man and the service he
gave to the 11th, but the support and time she
gives to our organization helping others be
aware of the good things the 11th ACVVC
does, as well as shows support and love of
her country. Improvements to the Women’s
Group and better health are my two main
“goals” for the new year.
I trust each of you had a wonderful holiday this year. We here at the Moreno household did. We have taken to spending our
Christmas in Florida for the past few years.
We combine our son’s birthday as well as
Christmas in this trip. Of course we also just
enjoy visiting the Magic Kingdom too. This
year was a lot of fun as well as relaxing.
While Florida was not at its warmest
while we were there, it was sure better than
the minus temperatures they were experiencing here at home. So even their 60 degree
temps were warm to us, although you can’t
tell that by a lot of the pictures we had taken.
We, especially me, look like we were freezing to death.
We saw and visited with more of the characters this year than we have in the past.
Mickey and I shared a special bond this year
over our shoes. Yes shoes. You see with my
swollen feet and legs regular shoes have
proved to be quite uncomfortable so it was
decided that slippers would be the ideal thing
to wear. Of course prior to going I just couldn’t find the right ones so my search continued
down there. And behold I found them alright.
Boy did I find them!
We had ducked into one of the many gift

shops to warm up a bit and there on the shelf
was a pair of slippers just calling out to me.
They are bright yellow and fuzzy. And they
look just like Mickey’s feet!! Whee what fun.
They are sooo comfortable and warm and
really caught the eye of so many people. We
saw many of the cast members do a double
take, but the best was from his highness
Mickey Mouse himself. We ran into him one
day at the Hollywood Studios taking pictures
with many of the guests. As I set there in my
wheelchair he suddenly walked over to me
and offered me his hand. He gently helped
me out of my ECV and held onto my hand as
we walked over to the area where they were
taking the pictures. As the photographer was
taking our picture, Mickey suddenly noticed
my shoes. He began to clap and dance
around with glee. The photographer took
many more pictures of the two of us. As our
time together drew to an end, Mickey once
again offered me his arm and escorted me
back to my ECV and settled me in. He then
bent and oh so gallantly kissed my hand as
only a mouse like him can do and turned
away. I inserted my key and started to pull
away when I happened to see him clearing
the way for me and directing me in the right
direction. As I left the area I saw him waving
a fond goodbye. I felt as if I was a young
child again. My beloved “prince” had
noticed me! A dream come true.
Returning to Wisconsin was quite brutal.
When we left Florida the temps were on their
way up to 80’s and when we landed in
Minneapolis it was minus 8! How cruel. I am
now housebound until Mother Nature
decides to deliver spring to us. Cold winds
and snow just don’t agree with these old
bones anymore. So if anyone needs a traveling companion to the warmer areas of the
world, just let me know. I can be packed in a
flash.
Always,
Barb Moreno
11th ACVVC Women’s Coordinator
puppytoes@charter.net

Thunder Run

Stars,

Stripes,
and Battle

By Charles W. Abbey (HHT, 2/11, 66-76)
n my life there have been only a few
events that remain memorably indelible. Indeed, I have fewer still memories that trigger any emotion at all. As I
reflect on that somber thought, here in
my office viewing a beautiful sunny day,
my flag waves outside the window
reminding me of a special and memorable day in Vietnam many summers
ago...
Flying observation helicopters for the
Eleventh Cavalry’s Battle Squadron (211) in Quang Ngai Province during May
1967 was often, if not usually, a moderately exciting task. This day in May, by
any standard, had been a steamy time of
fire and tension.
Battle had been OPCON to Task
Force Oregon since April and was operating some distance south of Chu Lai in
the rolling and raggedy foothills near
Quang Ngai City. Many days of hunting
for a sizeable, yet elusive enemy force
had led Battle units through what might
properly be described as a reconnaissance in Force, movement to contact, and
a successfully transacted meeting
engagement. (My apologies to the Armor
School if I have gotten any of this, once
familiar combat jargon, wrong) For the
previous two and a half days, Battle elements had been in nearly constant contact with a skilled and well led enemy
force.
This operation - Thunder Dragon combined units of the Republic of Korea
(ROK) and our US forces who together,
pursued a fleeing enemy force that
appeared to be trapped on a peninsula
jutting into the South China Sea.
Lieutenant Colonel Ben Harmon,

I

The sight of this pristine flag generated
an instant sensation, a thrill - a
moment, never to be forgotten!
Second Squadron Commander, had been
in the observer seat of our OH-23G cockpit for the entire day, directing the activities of his maneuver elements. His cool
tactical skill had smoothly influenced the
actions of engaged Battle forces who had
forced the NVA/VC ground troops into
places that the enemy commander did not
wish to be.
Our flying this day had kept me and
the Colonel over the Squadron viewing
some fierce fights. During many of our
low-passes over a variety of these quarrels, fleeing NVA or VC personnel were
clearly seen running and ducking for
cover -very tempting targets for the
delighted Colonel Harmon and his
faithful CAR-15!
In the course of one rare, but welcome lull in the action, the Colonel and
I had recognized the need to take our
little OH-23 for fuel (and some other
personal activities which became sort
of a pressing necessity every couple of
hours or so). This fueling event just
happened to offer the “lifetime memorable moment” that I remember so
clearly these forty years later.
Our quest for AVGAS led us to a
nearby firebase that offered fuel. As we
were on short-final to the fueling pad
we passed above a jumble of perimeter
wire, fortifications, guns, bunkers and
vehicles. Imbedded in the clutter of this
dusty-red confusion was a freshly laundered Stars and Stripes in full flutter,
standing tall on a make-shift flag pole!

So that his brethren shall know...
Please report the death of any member of The 11th Armored Cavalry’s
Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia to Allen Hathaway, 13194 Rettew Dr.,
Manassas, VA 20112; Phone: (703) 791-6610;
Email: 11thcav1966@comcast.net; for listing in “Journey to Fiddler’s Green.”
Thunder Run

This pennant, brazenly displayed
over a ramshackle bunker on a berm of
distressed soil pushed-up as a measure
of cover for its occupants, was brilliantly displaying its red, white, and blue
colors in the smoky sunshine.
The sight of this pristine flag generated an instant sensation, a thrill - a
moment, never to be forgotten! This
(unmet soldier’s) flag shone so brightly
and conveyed so much about who we
were that I often recall that singular
vision as if it were happening today!
(And, for me, it does...)
Since that jingoistic instant, whenever I have seen sunlit Old Glory in full
flourish I have been genuinely moved a flash-back to that exceptionally special and unforeseen moment...so many
years ago.

SALUTING
THE FLAG
2008
Submitted by Frank R. Cambria,
Secretary
President Bush signed Public Law
No: 110-181 (Sec. 594) on 28 JAN 08 to
allow a veteran in civilian attire to
salute the U.S. flag during its hoisting,
lowering or passing. All other persons
present should face the flag, or if applicable, remove their headdress with their
right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart.
Citizens of other countries present
should stand at attention. All such conduct toward the flag in a moving column
(such as a parade) should be rendered at
the moment the flag passes.
Two other sections of federal code
that specifically relates to actions of
those reciting the Pledge of Allegiance
and the National Anthem were not
amended because neither occurs during
the flag’s hoisting, lowering or passing.
In these situations, all present except
those in uniform should stand at attention facing the flag with the right hand
over the heart, as has been tradition.
Men not in uniform should remove their
headdress with their right hand and hold
the headdress at the left shoulder, the
hand being over the heart.

1st Quarter, 2009
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The 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia

QM Store

#3 Bumper Sticker $2.00
#1 Coffee Mug $10.00

#2 Key Ring $3.00
#4 Window
Sticker $2.00
#5 Blackhorse
Watch w/Leather
Band $35.00
#6 Blackhorse
Watch w/Metal
Band $35.00

#9 Coin, 11th ACVVC $10.00
#7 Blackhorse Patch
Colored $4.00

#8 Blackhorse Patch
Subdued $4.00

#12 Lighter,
Zippo $15.00

#10 Belt Buckle, brass $25.50

#14 License Plate
Frame, Black
w/white letters
$7.50

#13 License Plate, Blackhorse
$5.00

#11 Flag, Indoor/Outdoor $50.00

#18 11th ACR
Regimental Crest
$5.00

#20 Vietnam
Blackhorse Pin,
Wreath $5.00

#16 Tote Bag, Embroidered
$20.00

#15 Attache Case $30.00

#17 Blackhorse Pin $4.00
#19 Blackhorse
Cavalry Pin $5.00

#24 Men’s Ring, Gold &
Silver w/Diamonds
$280.00
#21 Blackhorse Women’s
Sterling Pendant $45.00

#22 Gear Bag, Red $35.00
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#23 Men’s Ring, Gold &
Silver $225.00
#25 Lapel
Pin, Support
Troops $3.00

#26 Magnetic Blackhorse $5.00

#27 Magnetic Ribbon $4.00

#28 Video
(DVD) Combat
Reports $30.00

#34 Book: Into
Cambodia $23.00

#30 Video Combo #2 $40.00 #31 Video (DVD):
#32 Book:
Blackhorse Regiment Vietnam Insights
in Vietnam $30.00
$10.00

#29 Video Combo #1 $50.00

#35 Book: Tales of
Thunder Run $11.00

#36 Book: Fiddlers
Green $16.00

#48 Combo:
DVD and Book
The 11th
Armored
Cavalry in
Vietnam
$40.00

#41a/b T-Shirt,
black/ash $16.00

#40a Old Blackhorse
Hat $10.00

#37 Book: The
Anonymous Battle
$16.00

#38 Book: The
Blackhorse Reg’t in
Vietnam $25.00

#33 Book: Battle
Captain $20.00

#39 Book, “American
Warrior” by ‘Doc’
Bahnsen–$20.00

#42a/b Golf Shirt,
w/BH Insignia & VN
Ribbon, red/white
$30.00

#40b New Blackhorse
Hat $10.00

#44a/b Sweatshirt,
ash/black, $18.00
#46 Blackhorse Jacket, 100%
Nylon $75.00

#43 Golf Shirts, Crossed Saber,
Women’s gray only $18.00

#45a/b Denim Shirt, w/BH &
VN Ribbon, Mens $30.00;
Womens $18.00

#47 Windbreaker, black
w/snap front & BH Insignia
& VN Ribbon, $35.00
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Welcome Aboard!
New Members of the 11th Armored Cavalry's Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia (11th ACVVC) since our
last issue of Thunder Run.
NAME

DATES

HHT REGIMENT
Conwell, Ronald W
Cusick, Gerard F Jr
Ferguson, Omer L
Gallello, John F
Gassaway, Wayne R
Graham, Donald A
Velie, Richard J
Talarski, John E

70
68-69
66-67
69-70
66-67
68-69
66-67
66-67

AIR CAVALRY TROOP
Hinkle, Weldon D
66-67
Sealscott, Dale D
66-67
Sharrow, Dale M
66-67

NAME

DATES

NAME

DATES

NAME

DATES

HHT, 3/11
Jancart, Dennis A
Pfohl, Dennis J

66-67
64-67

I TROOP, 3/11
Dillon, Thomas W
Mclane, Michael D

66-67
66-67

L TROOP, 3/11
Bannister, Billy G

69-69

409th RR DET
Jenson, Bradley N

68-69

HHT, 1/11
Heck, Alfred L

64-66

506th S&S CO
Craugh, David J

67-68

A TROOP, 1/11
Juengling, Hans G

70-71

C TROOP, 1/11
Headrick, James E
Winch, Barrie P

66-67
70-71

HHT, 2/11
Druecker, Duane H
Joly, Pierre A
Yancik, Frank J

65-67
70-71
70-71

M COMPANY, 3/11
Bannister, Billy G
69-69
Morgan, Owen L
68-69

G TROOP, 2/11
Jaquith, Larry E

67-69

HOW BTRY, 3/11
Narvaez, Luis E
Van Atta, Mark R

541st MID
Joly, Pierre A

70-71

7th APU
Boles, Ronald L
Oliver, John M

68-69
69-70

919th ENGINEER CO
Cabral, Francis X
69-70
Dungey, Leon O
66-67
Ingram, Alvin W
65-66

68-69
67-68

O O Membership is Our Strength O O
It’s not the price you pay to belong, It’s the price you paid to become eligible to join

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

NL1Q 09

11th ARMORED CAVALRY'S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA
Membership is open to all troopers who served with or were attached to the I Ith Armored Cavalry Regiment while in
the countries of Vietnam or Cambodia from August 1966 thru March 1972. Membership is also open to the wives, parents and children of our Troopers killed in action.
NAME ____________________________________________________________PHONE ____________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP ______________________________________________________________________________________
UNIT __________________________________________DATES: FROM ________________TO ____________________
(Troop,Sqdn)
(Mo/Yr)
(Mo/Yr)
SER NO RANK (during tour) ______________________SSN NO ______________________
OTHER INFORMATION ________________________________________________________________________________
TYPE MEMBERSHIP:

r NEW

r RENEWAL

r ANNUAL ($15)

r LIFE ($100)

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER______________________

r LIFE Plan ($25 enclosed, plus 3 payments of $25 in 3, 6 and 9 months)
IN ADDITION, PLEASE ACCEPT MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION FOR $________________________________
I authorize the release of my address/phone number to other Troopers who served with the 11th ACR
(Sign) ________________________________________________________________________________________________

r
30

Visa

r

Mastercard Card # ________________________________________________Exp. Date ____________

Signature ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Please make checks/money orders payable to: 11th ACVVC. Mail this form with your check or money order (no cash)
to: 11th ACVVC Membership, Ollie Pickral, 571 Ditchley Rd., Kilmarnock, VA 22482.
1st Quarter, 2009

Thunder Run

Quartermaster
ORDER FORM • 4th QTR 2008
Item No.

11TH ARMORED CAVALRY’S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA

Product Description

Code

1. Coffee Mug, white Acrylic 11oz w/full color Blackhorse insignia ..............................................................................C
2. Key ring, 1. 5 “ Acrylic square w/full color Blackhorse insignia ................................................................................A
3. Bumper Sticker “I Rode With The Blackhorse” w/full color BH insignia ......................................................................A
4. Window Sticker, full color BH insignia and Vietnam service ribbon ............................................................................A
5. Watch, BH insignia on face, leather band (indicate choice) r Man’s r Woman’s ..................................................B
6. Watch, BH insignia on face, metal band (indicate choice) r Man’s r Woman’s ....................................................B
7. Blackhorse Shoulder Patch, Colored ........................................................................................................................B
8. Blackhorse Shoulder Patch, Subdued ......................................................................................................................B
9. Coin, 11th ACVVC, BH insignia, crossed abers, together then, together again ............................................................B
10. Belt Buckle, solid brass w/crossed sabers & BH insignia ........................................................................................B
11. Flag, indoor/outdoor 3’x5’ with color insignia
..................................................................................................B
12. Lighter, “Zippo” style brushed chrome w/full color BH insignia ................................................................................B
13. License Plate, metal red & white background with crossed sabers & 11 ................................................................B
14. License Plate Frame, metal, black w/Blackhorse 11th US Cavalry in white ..............................................................C
15. Attache Case w/shoulder strap 11.5” x 15.5” w/dir emb. BH insignia & VN rib ........................................................C
16. Tote Bag, red & black, 14xl1x6 w/full color BH insignia and VN rib ..........................................................................B
17. Blackhorse Pin ........................................................................................................................................................A
18. 11th ACR Regimental Crest ....................................................................................................................................A
19. Blackhorse Cavalry Pin, brass, 11 over crossed sabers ..........................................................................................A
20. Vietnam Blackhorse Pin w/wreath ............................................................................................................................A
21. Blackhorse Women’s Pendant w/chain, sterling silver w/full BH insignia ..................................................................B
22. Gear Bag, red with color BH insignia (11x11x21) ....................................................................................................C
23. Men’s Ring, gold & silver w/full color BH insignia on face (specify size) ................................................................A
24. Men’s ring, gold, silver, & diamonds ........................................................................................................................A
25. Lapel Pin: “Support Our Troops”..............................................................................................................................A
26. Magnetic “Blackhorse” ............................................................................................................................................A
27. Magnetic “Support Our Troops” Ribbon ..................................................................................................................A
28. Video: “Combat Reports” (DVD Only) ......................................................................................................................C
29. Video combo #1: “Combat Reports” & Blackhorse Video (DVD only)......................................................................C
30. Video combo #2: “Combat Reports” (DVD & Blackhorse Video (VHS) ....................................................................C
31. Book, Video (DVD) Blackhorse Regiment in Vietnam ..............................................................................................C
32. Book, “Vietnam Insights” by James Griffiths ............................................................................................................C
33. Book, “Battle Captain” by Sewall Menzel ................................................................................................................C
34. Book, “Into Cambodia” by Kieth Nolan ....................................................................................................................C
35. Book, “Tales of Thunder Run” by Larry Haworth, Chaplain ......................................................................................C
36. Book, “Fiddlers Green” by Jack Stoddard ................................................................................................................C
37. Book, “The Anonymous Battle” by John Poindexter..................................................................................................C
38. History Book, “Blackhorse Regiment in Vietnam” ....................................................................................................C
39. Book, American Warrior” by “Doc” Bahnsen............................................................................................................C
40. Hat, Black Poplin adjustable w/full color direct embroidery Blackhorse insignia. r a (old)
r b (new) ............B
41. Blackhorse T-shirt, 100% cotton, preshrunk, full color BH insignia. Specify color: r Ash r Black ....................B
42. Golf Shirt, w/BH insignia and VN Ribbon: Specify color: r Red r White ............................................................B
43. Golf Shirt, crossed sabers, Women’s gray
..................................................................................................B
44. Blackhorse Sweatshirt, 50% cotton, 50% acrylic w/full color BH insignia. Specify color: r Ash r Black ............B
45a. Denim Shirt, Mens ..............................................................................................................................................B
45b. Denim Shirt, Womens ..........................................................................................................................................B
46. Blackhorse Jacket, 100% Nylon, snap front, quilted lining w/full color BH insignia,
(6” back ), crossed sabers (front right) and Allons insignia (front left) ....................................................................B
47. Windbreaker, black w/snap front, BH insignia & VN Ribbon ....................................................................................B
48. Combo: DVD and Book The 11th Armored Cavalry in Vietnam ................................................................................C

Note: unless otherwise noted, all clothing items are available in size medium through size 3XL
Specify size and color preference of item requested.

$ Amt

Size

Qty

$ Total

10.00
3.00
2.00
2.00
35.00
35.00
4.00
4.00
10.00
25.50
50.00
15.00
5.00
7.50
30.00
20.00
4.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
45.00
35.00
225.00
280.00
3.00
5.00
4.00
30.00
50.00
40.00
30.00
10.00
20.00
23.00
11.00
16.00
16.00
25.00
20.00
10.00
16.00
30.00
18.00
18.00
30.00
18.00

______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

75.00
35.00
40.00

______
______
______

______
______
______

Subtotal

______

Shipping and Handling

______

Total

______

Shipping Costs: A items = $3.00; B items = $6.00; C items = $9.30 (max shipping is $9.30 per order)

r

Visa

r

Mastercard Card # ________________________________________________Exp. Date ____________

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________
Name __________________________________________________________________________Phone ____________________________
Address __________________________________________________________________________________________________________
City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
r Check if address change
Please include the largest of chosen items S/H costs with your order. Maximum per order form charge is $9.30. Checks or Money Orders should be
made payable to 11th ACVVC. Allow six weeks for processing and delivery. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Previous price lists are invalid. Mail
order to: 11th ACVVC Quartermaster, c/o Jerry Beamon, 15926 Cedar Bay Dr., Bullard, TX 75757.
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From the Quartermaster...
Jerry Beamon
Hello Fellow Blackhorse Troopers. Jan and I hope everyone
had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year as well. As you
might guess it gets kind of busy around here at that time of year.
I would like to thank Jerry Mitchell, (I Trp. ’68) for being a really big help to us. He came and helped us out in the midst of our
December rush. We were able to get all orders out for those that
desired their orders by Christmas. November came and went with
97 orders being shipped out and in December 108 orders were
shipped out.
Your Quartermaster Store had a goal for 2008 of $ 100,000.00
in sales. THANKS to so many of you we did reach that goal.
With this year’s economic woes we are hesitant to set our goals
very high but no matter we still would like to surpass last year’s
sales. Jan and I will be working hard to reach last year’s goal
again and go over that in this year of ’09.

We still need your help in eliminating the leftovers of the
ladies line of golf shirts and denims. This would make it easier to
bring on board some new items this year. Also we are asking for
volunteers to sign up to help us out with your store this year at
our Reunion in California. Without your help we could not do as
much as we do at our reunions. So please when you make your
plans to attend the reunion think about us. Come by and see us.
Jan and I will be looking forward to seeing you.
As I close I would like to THANK two men who have helped
me this past year a whole lot. Jim Griffiths, Editor of Thunder
Run and Otis Cary, our Internet Coordinator. Thank you both so
much.
ALLONS,
Jerry

QUARTERMASTER CLEARANCE & FEATURED ITEMS
WHILE SUPPLIES LAST: Past reunion golf shirts: Chicago 2008 in size x large only and Louisville 2007 in x large and xx large, $15.00.
All sweatshirts black and ash, $18.00. Ladies Gray Golf Shirts, all sizes, $18.00. Ladies Denim Shirts in all sizes $18.00. Combo: DVD
and Book ‘The Armored Cavalry in Vietnam’ $40; a $15 savings when purchased together.
#45 Denim
Shirt, w/BH
& VN Ribbon
Women’s
only $18.00

#43 Golf
Shirts,
gray/bark,
Crossed
Sabers
Womens
only (gray)
$18.00

11ACVVC
13194 Rettew Dr.
Manassas, VA 20112-7800
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Clearance
Combo: DVD and Book
The 11th Armored
Cavalry in Vietnam
$40.00

#44a/b
Sweatshirt,
ash/black $18.00
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