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The 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia

Memories, Not All Bad
Gregory R Mason
HHT 3/11, 1968-1969
entered the service in November 1967
and was sent to Fort Knox for basic
training. After basic training, I was
sent to radio school where we were told
that if we could copy 5 words a minute of
Morse code by the end of the 4th week we
would have the “option” of going to radio
teletype school at Fort Gordon. In my infi-

I

nite wisdom, I thought that would mean 7
weeks at Fort Knox and 11 weeks at Fort
Gordon and maybe the war would be over
by then! Well I did copy 5 words and finished training by the end of May 1968.
About every 10th class of radio teletype
operators got sent to Europe and assigned
embassy duty or other such assignments or
so we were led to believe. None of our
class we’re that lucky.

After a few weeks at home we were off
to Viet Nam. In early July our plane landed at Tan Son Nhut and off to the wonderful world of in-processing at Long Bien.
Having been awake for over 24 hours
(tough to sleep on a plane) some got KP,
some got to build concrete sidewalks and
some got other wonderful welcomes to the
“Nam”.
Please turn to MEMORIES on page 10
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From The Command Track
By Allen Hathaway, President
he first leg of our
2013 Scholarship
fundraising effort has
begun with a mailing to
Allen Hathaway
all
members
in
President
December. The 2013
11th ACVVC Calendar once again features 12 new photos submitted by you.
This is our 18th year of the ever popular
calendar. This year our calendar is in
color!
Our Scholarship Fund is self sufficient
and relies solely on donations to continue.
All scholarship awards, as well as all
printing and mailing cost associated with
the calendar, are paid directly from donations made to the Scholarship Fund. We
ask for your continued support of the calendar and scholarship program. While the
calendar you received is unsolicited, we
ask that you make the most generous taxdeductible donation that you can. Your
donation will ensure that we can continue
to produce the calendar year after year
and support the scholarship program. An
envelope is included with your calendar
for your convenience in mailing your
donation.
The 2012 reunion in Orlando was
another success with 1,150 attending.
Many met old friends. Some met friends
for the first time since leaving Vietnam.
Over 80 troopers attended their first
reunion. We’ve printed more photos from
the Orlando reunion.
Planning is well under way for the
2013 reunion in Indianapolis, Indiana,
scheduled for September 11-16. This is
our second reunion in “Indy”. Steve Page,
our Reunion Chairman, has been working
hard to ensure this is another successful
and memorable reunion. The reunion registration form along with hotel information is available in this issue and online at
our website. We expect another large
crowd again this year. We urge you to register early. Contact old friends EARLY to
give them an opportunity to make plans,
then meet them at the reunion. Feel free to
contact any board member if you need
help locating any old friends.
The women’s group still has a few
copies of the “Party with the Blackhorse”
cookbook. This edition of the cookbook
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The 2012 reunion in Orlando was
another success with 1,150 attending. Many met old friends. Some met friends for the first
time since leaving Vietnam.
contains many recipes for desserts,
breads, beverages, and party snacks.
Some recipes have become favorites at
our house. If you don’t have a copy yet,
we encourage you to order one before
they are gone!
As president, I am pleased to report
that the overall state of the 11th ACVVC
is excellent. Once again, we continue to
be successful in many areas: treasury,
membership,
reunion
attendance,
newsletter, website, scholarships, and
quartermaster to name a few.
Our treasury is solvent. Our General
Business, Scholarship, Reunion, Reunion
Assistance, and Memorial accounts are all
in excellent condition with sufficient balances. Our primary sources for operating
income are membership dues and quartermaster sales.
Our membership base continues to
grow with nearly 1,500 new members
added during the past five years. Nearly
300 new members joined in 2012. We
continue to find Blackhorse trooper nearly every week. Many annual members
choose to renew as LIFE members.
Our quartermaster store continues to
be very popular with our members and
offers a variety of insignia products. The
insignia items instill pride in our service

to our regiment AND help “spread the
word” by attracting other Blackhorse
troopers. Sales have steadily increased
over the past three years. Items are featured in each issue of “Thunder Run” and
on our website.
The investments made over the years
guarantee the organization will be in a
good financial position for many years to
come. At some point it may be necessary
to begin to draw on these investments to
supplement operating expenses if membership dues or quartermaster sales begin
to decline.
Thunder Run, our quarterly newsletter,
continues to keep our membership
informed of their organization and the
11th Armored Cavalry with a variety of
interesting articles and activities. Many
articles are submitted by our members
and we encourage you to continue to
write about your experiences. Our website continues to be another source of
information for our members. The website offers a central location for current
information about this organization. The
scholarship program continues to thrive
thanks to the support of our members.
With this years scholarships, we anticipate hitting the one million dollar mark in
Continued on page 6

MOVING?
We want you to get your copy of Thunder
Run without a lot of trouble. Complete this
form and mail it to: 11th ACVVC Membership
Update, Allen Hathaway, 13194 Rettew Dr.,
Manassas, VA 20112.
Name: ______________________________________________________________
Old Address: ________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________State: ____Zip:______________
New Address: ________________________________________________________
City: ____________________________________State: ____Zip:______________
Phone __________________________________Effective Date: ______________
Thunder Run

11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia (11ACVVC)
Thunder Run (©2000 11th ACVVC) is the official publication of The 11th Armored Cavalry's Veterans of Vietnam and
Cambodia (11th ACVVC), P.O. Box 956, Colleyville, TX 76034; a notforprofit organization. It is published four times a year by
Finisterre Publishing Incorporated, 3 Black Skimmer Ct., Beaufort, SC 29907 (finisterre@islc.net) for members of the organization. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any way without the written consent of the 11th
ACVVC.
Thunder Run covers present and future interests of the organization that includes membership and reunion information, various
fund raising activities, and other items relative to the membership. Submissions are welcome and encouraged. Correspondence and
inquiries concerning Thunder Run should be made in writing to: Editor, “Thunder Run,” C.E. “Bill” Gregory, Jr., 421 Fallen Leaf Dr., Soddy Daisy,
TN 37379-3577.
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Editor
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Secretary
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Webmaster
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Ekron, KY 40117
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Director &
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Las Cruces, NM 88012
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<ktroop6768@yahoo.com>
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Barb Moreno
24284 Endeaver Ave.
Tomah, WI 54660
(608) 372-5892 <puppytoes8@gmail.com>
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Membership Chair
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Allen Hathaway, (HHT Regiment, 66-67)
13194 Rettew Drive
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(703) 791-6610 <11thcav1966@comcast.net>
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(970) 330-7900 <thesurreys@aol.com>
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Photos courtesy of Ken Jankel & Tom Wood

Orlando, FL

5
Thunder Run

1st Quarter, 2013

Editor’s Corner

‘Like’ Us on Facebook
C.E. “Bill” Gregory

Bill Gregory, Editor
Thunder Run

This is our annual edition that is sent to every Blackhorse
Trooper from the Vietnam era who we can find. Please do look
and make sure you are a member (hopefully Life Member) of the
11th ACVVC.

ook everybody, God has given us a
new year! Let’s make good use of it!
We might want to change things up
some, or “improve” ourselves. Then
again, there is nothing wrong with just
enjoying how and who we are – if we are
happy with that. I look at the Fiddler’s
Green article every quarter and realize
how short our stay here really is. I have
found the names of a close friend in that
column each of the last two quarters. It
makes me sad for their families and sad
for myself, because we will miss them.
The world was a better place because
they were with us. Truth is, we cannot
change the passage of time and everyone
is subject to the laws of nature, but we
can keep our perspective and enjoy the
abundance of life that has been given us.
One cannot live one’s life in constant
preparation for the end of it. Live as if
you are going to live forever, because in
a sense you are; the Great Architect of
the universe will call us all at some point
and we will cross that threshold into
another, better realm.
This is our annual edition that is sent
to every Blackhorse Trooper from the
Vietnam era who we can find. Please do
look and make sure you are a member
(hopefully Life Member) of the 11th
ACVVC. We are the 11th ACVVC -

L

2013 Newsletter Deadlines

6

The following are the due dates to
submit articles for Thunder Run
First Quarter 2013 ..........Jan 15
Second Quarter 2013 ......Mar 25
Third Quarter 2013..........Jun 25
Fourth Quarter 2013........Oct 1
All submissions for publication
must be sent to: C.E. “Bill” Gregory,
Editor, 421 Fallen Leaf Drive, Soddy
Daisy, TN 37379-3577. E-mail:
Battle46A@epbfi.com
1st Quarter, 2013

NOT the Blackhorse Association.
Though we do love the BHA, they do not
do the same things we do, nor do we do
the same things they do.
This issue contains what I hope is a
good mix of entertainment, inspiration,
humor and information for you. Read
and enjoy the remembrances of a fellow
trooper and recall some of your own. Be
touched by Frank Church’s “Farewell to
an Old Friend”; or the humor in parts of
Gregory Mason’s “Memories” piece.
Make plans to attend the Indianapolis
Reunion this year, using the information
we have provided. Read about the hopes
and dreams of our scholarship winners
and know that the next generation really
is in good hands, after all. To show that
we are keeping up (or at least trying)
check out the article about our entry into
the world of Facebook!
The last time we were in Indianapolis
for a reunion was in 1993. That was my
and my wife’s first reunion and we had a
great time in Indy. We had such a good
time that we have attended a total of ten
reunions, and enjoyed every one of
them. I hope to make it back to
Indianapolis this year and see you there.
Until next quarter, go in peace, and
may God bless.

Tenth Annual Eugene
Blackhorse Picnic
The 10th Annual Eugene
Blackhorse Picnic will be held on
Saturday, June 15, 2013 at the
home of Adrian Vaaler, 2610
Baker Blvd, Eugene, OR 97403.
For more info call 541-344-2113
or email 11thsecretary@gmail.
com.

We now have a Facebook site
thanks to Bob Kickenweitz. Bob,
who along with Otis Carey is
responsible for maintaining our
website, has created a Facebook site for our
organization. The new FB site will be used
to augment our regular website and will be a
source for storing and organizing photos of
reunions and other activities of the organization. Bob has posted several hundred photos
from some of the more recent reunion as
well as other interesting photographs. You
can find us by signing on to FB and searching for “11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of
Vietnam and Cambodia” OR you can go
directly to our site from your internet browser without signing on to Facebook:
www.facebook.com/11thacvvc
Our website www.11thcavnam.com will
continue to be the main source of online
information. There is a wealth of current
and historical information that can be found
there. Some of the areas of interest are:
Reunion Information, Quartermaster Store,
Master Roster, Membership Information,
Scholarship Information, Funeral Honor
Guard, Find An Old Friend, Officers &
Directors contacts and Bulletin Boards just
to name a few. We invite you to check it out!

COMMAND from page 2
total scholarships awarded.
We have many dedicated volunteers
who work every day to ensure the continued success of this organization. On
behalf of all those volunteers, it is a
pleasure to serve this great organization.
The most important factor however is the
support from you, our members. Your
support throughout the years has helped
this organization continue to grow and
succeed in every area. This support is a
result of the pride we all have from serving in the best unit in the United States
Army!
In closing I ask that you continue keep
our service men and women in your
thoughts and prayers. When you see
someone in uniform take a minute and
offer your hand to thank them for their
selfless service. These young men and
women contribute daily to the security of
our great country. We thank them.
ALLONS! – It’s good to be “Together
Again”.
Thunder Run

2013 11th ACVVC Calendar Appeal
By Pete Walter, Vice President
he 2013 11th ACVVC Calendar was
mailed to all members in midDecember. If you haven’t received your
copy by now please contact Allen Hathaway
or Pete Walter. The new calendar features 14
full-color photos submitted by you the members of the 11th ACVVC! It also includes
information on significant dates and events
of your regiment’s service in Vietnam and
Cambodia. We have received many favorable comments on the new color calendar;
we hope you enjoy it!
The calendar is one of three fund raising
projects that support our Scholarship
Program. We also conduct our annual raffle
prior to the reunion and the Silent Auction of
donated items at the reunion. These activities have flourished over the years thanks to
the support of our members. We again
appeal to your generosity as we ask for donations to support our Scholarship Program.
The Scholarship Fund is a discrete fund that
depends solely on your donations. All scholarships, as well as printing and mailing costs
associated with the calendar are paid directly
from this fund. The number of scholarships
awarded each year depends on the total
donations made during that year. Without
your support the program would not be
viable.
Your continued support ensures the calendar will be produced each year. We ask you
to support the calendar and Scholarship
Program with the most generous taxdeductible donation that you can make to
assist the children of 11th ACVVC members
commence or continue their post-secondary
education in college, trade school, or any
other educational training following high
school.
In 2012 our goal was to generate $39,000
in donations in support of the Calendar
Fundraising project. Through your generosity we exceeded that goal. After printing and
mailing costs, your donations totaled
$49,000! In 2012 our combined fund raising
activities throughout the year allowed us to
award scholarships to 22 of our children for
a total of $90,000. There were fourteen
female recipients and eight males. Their
average age was twenty-four and they hailed
from fifteen states. Since the inception of the
11th ACVVC you have donated more than
$1,000,000 to scholarships!

T

Thunder Run

For 2013 we have two goals. Our first
goal is to generate $50,000 in donations. We
will need your help in attaining this unprecedented level. Many of you have generously
donated $100 to $500 for this cause. The
second goal is to increase the percentage of
members making calendar donations to
25%. Over the years the number of members making donations has risen from 20% to
23%. If all of our members contribute $10
we will generate over $70,000! To help meet

this goal and to ensure that you continue to
receive a calendar every year we ask that you
please make a donation. Every donation
counts, regardless of the amount.
A limited number of extra calendars are
available while supplies last. Instructions on
how to order extras are included with the calendar. Please use the convenient envelope
enclosed with the calendar to return your
donation. Thank you in advance for your
generous support.

Farewell Old Friend
By: Frank Church, G Troop, 69-70

I will always treasure the friendship we shared,
Born in dust and mud, sweat and tears, laughter and fears.
I will not say good-bye only farewell.
I will shed a tear for now but will not cry,
For we will meet again one day on the other side,
Where once more we will say;
“Together then together again” - for all eternity.
Farewell for now. . .
7
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Life Membership

Winning Design of
Pin Announced!

Are You A Member?
By Allen Hathaway,
Membership Chairman

By Pete Walter, Vice President
fter in-person voting at the Orlando
reunion, additional voting through surface mail and email, all the votes have been
tallied and the winning design has been
selected by you the Life Members of the
11th ACVVC.

A

Congratulations to Dean Bacon who
submitted the winning design! Dean’s
design is shown below.

The 11th ACVVC is in the process of
ordering the pins; a total of over 7,000
pins will be produced! Every Life Member
will receive a pin. Wearing this pin displays your “life” commitment to this
organization. We expect the pins to ship
in April or May.
Thanks to all who submitted designs and
special recognition to the five finalists:
Design #3, Robert Hepler (I Troop, 3/11
ACR, 1968), Temple City, CA.
Design #4, Mark Crist (Air Cav Troop, 11
ACR, 1968-69), La Vernia, TX
Design #25, Donnie Hudgins (L Troop,
3/11 ACR, 1970-71) Danville, VA
Design #36, Dean Bacon (C Troop, 1/11
ACR, 1969/70), Mount Morris, IL
8

Design #40, Tony “Doc” Balas (F Troop,
2/11 ACR, 1970-71), Columbus, TX

1st Quarter, 2013

his issue of Thunder Run is being
mailed
to
nearly
16,000
Blackhorse troopers who served in
Vietnam. This includes members,
lapsed members and those who have
not yet joined.
If you haven’t yet become a member
of the 11th ACVVC, or if your membership has expired, this is a good time
to take a minute and become a member
or renew your membership.
There still may be a bit of confusion
about membership in this organization,
11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of
Vietnam and Cambodia (11th ACVVC)
and the Blackhorse Association
(BHA). They are two separate organizations, each with their own charter,
by-laws, officers and membership fees.
Many of us are members of and support both organizations. Some of those
we have contacted for membership
renewal have written back and furnished a copy their LIFE membership
card only to discover it is not from the
11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of
Vietnam and Cambodia, but rather the
Blackhorse Association.
If you are not sure of your membership status in the 11th ACVVC, take
this time to check the mailing label on
the back page of this newsletter.
If the words “FREE COPY” are
printed on the first line of the label,
take this opportunity to join and
become a member. If the words
“EXPIRED” are printed, this is a good
time to renew your membership.
Expired members will also have their
membership number printed on the
same line.
To join or renew your membership

T

in the 11th ACVVC just fill out and
mail the membership form printed in
this newsletter. Make sure you give
your full name, address, service number, unit(s) and dates in country
including month and year. Also include
any other information such as nickname, track number, platoon, or section. This will help us match you with
others that served in the same unit. We
also encourage you to sign the release
line at the bottom of the form. This
gives us permission to give your
address and/or telephone number to
other troopers who may be looking for
you. Your name, address, etc. are NOT
sold or given out to vendors or anyone
other than Blackhorse troopers.
Membership dues are only $15 per
year, or $100 for a LIFE membership.
Over 95 percent of our members are
LIFE members. We also offer an easy
and convenient LIFE payment plan
which divides the $100 membership
dues into four payments of $25 each.
We also accept Visa and MasterCard
credit cards for all transactions.
Your membership dues provide you
with this quarterly newsletter Thunder
Run. The newsletter keeps you
informed of your organization, its
members, and the activities of the 11th
Cavalry, both past and present. We
pride ourselves on our continued commitment to bring the news to our members through this newsletter.
Thunder Run has been printed and
mailed every three months for the past
27 years. This shows our reliability
and commitment to our members.
When you become a member or
renew your membership you will
receive your new membership card. All
members are assigned a membership
number that appears on their membership card. LIFE members receive a
plastic membership card with their
name and membership number. All
new members will be listed in the
“Welcome New Members” section of
Thunder Run. Show your support and
join today!
Thunder Run

Blackhorse Cookbooks Still Available
By: Kathy Tandberg
Fundraiser Chair, 11th ACVVC Women’s Group
o you have your copy of the Blackhorse Women’s Group’s
most recent cookbook - “Party with the Blackhorse”? Barb
Moreno, Women’s Coordinator, said there are about 100 copies of
the cookbook still taking up a prime spot in the Moreno basement in
Wisconsin and she would like to see these sell out soon so she can
prepare for the 2013 reunion. So please lend a hand to the women’s
fundraising efforts. Proceeds from the sales of this one-of-a kind collector cookbook are earmarked for the donation of several wreaths
for the Arlington National Cemetery. A small portion of the proceeds
will also be retained as seed money for future Women’s Group
fundraisers, as well as for the annual Women’s meeting projects.
This second cookbook, created to feature the party aspect of life,
is filled with new recipes not in the sold-out first edition. Plus, the
recipes were all submitted by Blackhorse Troopers, families and
friends. The delicious recipes in “Party with the Blackhorse” would
be welcomed delights at any party function. The recipes are tried
and true with a variety of selections from desserts, breads, dips, hors
d’oeuvres, party snacks, soups, salads, beverages and much more.
If you already have your copy, thank you. But, you may want to
grab another two or three to have on hand for gifts. The cookbook
makes an ideal gift for any occasion.
Troopers, why not buy a few to sell or donate to fellow members
of your local VFW, American Legion or AmVets organizations? The
cookbooks can be purchased by mail for the price of $15 each, plus
$5 shipping/handling per cookbook, a bargain that should be on
everyone’s shopping list.
A big “Thank You” goes out to everyone who shared recipes for

D

Order Form

“Party With the Blackhorse” Cookbook
Please send me ____ “Partying with the Blackhorse”
cookbooks. I have enclosed $_______ ($15/book
plus $5/book S&H, $20 total/book) in the form of:
r check
r money order
Name:

__________________________________

Address: __________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
________________________________________
Mail this form or a copy of it along with full payment to:
Barb Moreno
‘Blackhorse Cookbook’
24284 Endeaver Ave.
Tomah, WI 54660
Thunder Run

“Party with the Blackhorse.” This mission wouldn’t have been
accomplished without you. It also wouldn’t have happened without
the support of the men’s association board and President Allen
Hathaway.
Orders with full payment in checks or money orders (sorry no
credit cards) can be mailed to Barb Moreno, “BLACKHORSE
COOKBOOK,” 24284 Endeaver Ave., Tomah, WI 54660. Barb
Moreno can also be contacted by email at .com with “Blackhorse
Cookbook” in the subject line.
On another note, be sure to check out the Women’s Group
Facebook page Blackhorse (11thACVVC) Women.

Reunion Assistance Fund
he purpose of the Reunion Trooper and KIA Survivor
Assistance Fund is to assist Troopers who served with the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment in
Vietnam and Cambodia, and family members of our troopers
killed in action in Vietnam and Cambodia, to attend a reunion
sponsored by the 11th ACVVC. Qualified applicants will be given
one or more of the following items, depending on the number of
requests, funds depletion, and the degree of assistance required:
1. A room at the host hotel for one or two nights during the
reunion weekend.
2. Funds to purchase fuel for auto, tickets for airfare or other
means of transportation such as bus fare or train fare.
3. Registration fees.
4. Meals or food allowance.
Funds are collected through direct donations or the “passing of
the hat” at the annual membership Business Meeting and are
accounted for by the Treasurer. The Treasurer includes the
Reunion Trooper and KIA Survivor Assistance Fund as a separate
reporting item on the quarterly financial report.
To be considered for financial assistance from the fund to
attend a Reunion of the 11th ACVVC, the Trooper or the KIA’s
immediate family members (defined as Parents, siblings, children, widows) making the request must...

T

1. Do so in writing to the Secretary or the President, and
2. Provide evidence of the Trooper’s service in Vietnam and/or
Cambodia with the 11th Armored Cavalry “Blackhorse”
Regiment.
The applicant Trooper or KIA survivor should describe his/her
need for monetary assistance, briefly stating his/her financial situation (i.e., job, income, family, or other relevant facts). In addition,
the Trooper may be required to show proof that he is a member, or
that he is qualified to become a member, of the 11th ACVVC. The
Officers and Directors of 11th ACVVC will decide by a majority
vote on whom and how much assistance will be given to a Trooper
or Survivor of a KIA.
Requests must be submitted no later than August 28, 2013.
You can find the complete description of the Reunion Trooper
and KIA Survivor Assistance Fund on our website at:
www.11thcavnam.com.
1st Quarter, 2013
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After a couple of days of this “fun” several of us were put on a plane to
Blackhorse base camp where we were met
by our section sergeants and for the first
time felt like we belonged. I remember that
first night very well. It was dark when we
landed and I was taken to the S-2 hooch
(HHT S-2 was the Intelligence Section of
the TOC) and given a bunk. Being
exhausted I had no trouble falling asleep
but was woken around midnight by the
loudest explosion I had ever heard. No one
had told me a 155 howitzer was about 200
feet from our hooch and that H and I
rounds were fired throughout the night!
Fortunately I did not soil myself! Many
months later someone kicked my bunk on
the way out of our tent and I asked what
was going on and the reply was “In
Coming”. Guess I got use to the noise!
During my tour, I would occasionally
receive gifts from home. For Christmas,
my Dad filled a box with cheeses, sausage
and other such delicacies along with a
small flask of bourbon. Since it was a couple of weeks to Christmas, I waited to open
my “present.” Big mistake as most of the
stuff was moldy by then. Oh well, the
bourbon was good. We also had our parents send us Jiffy Pop and often enjoyed
that heated over a “C-4” cook stove made
from a c ration can.
At one point a friend of mine sent a
pack of small wines bottles that I enjoyed
sharing with my buddies. One evening I
was opening a bottle when we had incoming. Fortunately the bottle had a screw top
and none was lost. My buddy had also dug
a trench by his bunk that we hopped into
with him in front and me behind. Later, he
told me, every time a round hit I jerked his
belt. I had not realized I had grabbed it! We
had some laughs over that one.
As a radio operator, we dealt with call
signs and frequent changes of these call
signs. I do not know who was assigned to
think up these call signs but often wondered how they could think of such silly
names. I do not remember most of them
but I do remember at one time our call sign
was “Witty Grapes.” Really? They could
not come up with anything better than
that?
About half way through the tour, we got
about a month of security duty around Tan
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Here I was 10,000 miles from home when I see Larry
Lade, a kid that lived 4 houses down the street from my
home back in the World. A few years ago I saw his mother
who told me the war was hard on him. I understood as
Larry showed me his helmet that had a bullet hole going
through it from a round that just missed.
Son Nhut air base. This was the only time
I saw a real flush toilet and also got to
phone home. While there, one of our
troops was set up along the Saigon River
where an early warning devise was in
place. This “high tech” devise was a flock
of geese. Our troops had to periodically
walk up to the geese at night to see how
close they got before the geese honked.
Then they had to call in the “Honker”
report to me for recording and forwarding
to Regiment how close they got to the
geese and how many honks occurred.
Our TOC was set up next to an open
field at the air base and one day an air
force officer came in to notify us that they
were going to burn some Av gas on that
field next door. I shared this with the officer on duty. Apparently, he failed to let all
the other officers know so when the gas
was lit, it exploded. We had flames 100
feet in the air. As you can imagine, we had
officers running everywhere! What a sight.
This happened again but by then communication was much better.
During my tour, we set our HHT TOC
at Bandit Hill while assigned to work with
the 1st Infantry Division. While there, a
platoon of the 1st Infantry was assigned to
provide added perimeter security and set
up night ambush sites outside the perimeter. Here I was 10,000 miles from home
when I see Larry Lade, a kid that lived 4
houses down the street from my home
back in the World. A few years ago I saw
his mother who told me the war was hard
on him. I understood as Larry showed me
his helmet that had a bullet hole going
through it from a round that just missed.
We did a couple of missions through the
Michelin rubber plantation. There we felt
the impacts and sounds of B-52 strikes and
learned how some of the enemy bunkers
even survived these strikes. On the second
mission, I was working the midnight to

eight radio shift and we moved each day.
By the time we set up in the evening, I was
getting 2-3 hours sleep a day (probable
normal for a lot of you). By the end of the
week being a little grumpy, I got foot in
mouth disease. My buddy and fellow
Sergeant, Joe Garbacz, told me to go get
the Captain’s bags. My response was the
Captain could get his own bags! Well our
section Master Sergeant advised me that
was a “direct order” and failure to follow it
was not a very smart thing to do considering I only had about 10 weeks left in
Country. I got the Captain’s bags.
Late May 1969 we were sent to Quan
Loi and set up the HHT 3/11 TOC inside
the 1st Air Cav base camp. Well whoever
chose the spot for us failed to consider the
enemy had that spot zeroed in as only our
location was hit while we were there. We
immediately began receiving incoming
rocket attacks over the next week. The
enemy would set up the rockets during the
night with time delayed fuses so they went
off anytime after day break and as late as
into the afternoon. For the past 10 months
we had not had anyone in the TOC killed.
During that week, my memory was that we
had 6 killed (including Daryl Schmidt a 19
year old in my S-2 section) and a dozen
wounded from these attacks. Daryl and
another trooper were at a water truck filling cans when the rocket hit by them. A
buddy and I were in a ¾ ton truck full of
cans and were seconds from being there as
well. When the rocket went over I jumped
out of the truck and started to crawl under
but realized the truck had not stopped
rolling. I think of Daryl often and have
been to the Wall in DC to remember him.
It also became really dangerous to be in a
chow line during those days as the rockets
often hit during chow time. We eventually
moved out to a fire support base and were
not attacked again before I left country.
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However I remember that our line troops
were in constant contact each and every
day as the fighting was intense as we were
relaying enemy information to regimental
(S-2) intelligence almost every radio shift.
Shortly before leaving the field, I was
on the radio one night with my counterpart
at Regimental S-2 and let him know I
would be leaving country soon. He said,
“Come up secure.” We had radio voice
equipment that would scramble our conversation so the enemy could not listen in.
I did, we talked for awhile and he wanted
me to come by Regiment to see him
before I left country. As he was talking,
the squadron Colonel and Major came into
my track to use our “Secure” equipment as
the S-3’s was not working. I could not tell
my buddy to shut up and had to wait until
he was done talking and just said “Roger
Out.” The Colonel was kind enough to just
comment that I was talking with my
buddy. Unfortunately I was not able to see
him before I left country, nor do I remember his name.
I do not remember the exact day but I
was told to get my stuff as a chopper was
in-bound to take me back to base camp
and that my tour was near its end.
Eventually, after a few days at Blackhorse
Base Camp, I headed back to Long Bien
where those lovely people welcomed us
with formations every few hours and
being told our haircuts would be checked
and if not short enough, we would not get
on the plane home. The REMF’s had such
endearing personalities.
We landed after dark in Oakland for
out-processing. They lead us to believe we
would be out-processed that night but
around Midnight told us to bunk down in
a barrack near by. To remind us we were
still theirs, a lieutenant came through
around 5am, woke us all up to check ID’s.
Eventually we did get out and headed to
the airport and home. Having forgotten
about the date change, Mom and Dad had
a surprise as I arrived a day sooner than
expected.
It all seems so long ago but also so
much is still fresh in my memory as I am
sure it is for you. We all had some hard
times there and lost some friends. But I
remember some of the pleasant moments
and sometime funny moments. But most
of all the experience changed my life in so
many positive ways.
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SCHOLARSHIP UPDATE
by Mike “Doc” Rafferty, Scholarship Chairman
he 11th ACVVC Scholarship
Program has awarded 317 scholarships totaling $967,000 to children of our members and KIAs since its
inception in 1997. Every scholarship
dollar paid was donated by YOU, the
members of this great association of
Blackhorse combat veterans!! You will
find a usable copy of the current
Scholarship Application in this issue of
Thunder Run on page 26 and also on our
website.
Our recently updated Scholarship
Guide provides more information on the
scholarship process and contains
detailed assistance on completing the
scholarship application. You can print a
copy of the Guide and the Application at
www.11thcavnam.com/scholar.html. If
you have a child (natural, step child or
adopted) who is planning on attending a
college, community college or trade
school this fall, please encourage them
to apply for a scholarship (undergraduate studies only). Please do not hesitate
to contact me with your questions.
Beginning in 2008, each recipient’s
Scholarship Award has been dedicated to
honor a specific 11th Cavalry
“Blackhorse” Trooper who was Killed in
Action (KIA) in Vietnam or Cambodia.
The Blackhorse KIAs to be honored
each year will be selected on an impartial and random basis. An attractive certificate suitable for framing containing
information about the trooper in whose
honor their scholarship is dedicated is
sent to each recipient.
In addition, each year, one recipient
will be selected to receive a special
Colonel
Charles
L.
Schmidt
Leadership Scholarship award in
honor of former 11ACVVC President
Chuck Schmidt for his leadership and
devotion to the 11th Cavalry
“Blackhorse” Troopers of the Vietnam
War. Chuck died on Veterans Day 2007
as a result Agent Orange-related cancer
shortly after being elected to his third
term as President. Chuck’s widow, Mrs.
Bonnie Schmidt, will select the recipient

T

of this award from the list of scholarship
winners.
Scholarship Judges are asked to rate
each applicant on a 30-point system.
The point total for a perfect score is
30.
• Up to 7 points may be awarded for
Application completion, legibility, and
following the instructions on the form
and in the Guide.
• Up to 8 points may be awarded for
Grades of the Applicants’ most recent
two years of education (high school or
college).
• Up to 15 points may be awarded for
the narrative response to the questions in
item #11 of the 11th ACVVC
Scholarship Application.
Each applicant will be judged independently by each Judge. Currently we
have five participating independent
Judges.
The Judge’s scores are averaged to
obtain a final score for each applicant.
The 11ACVVC Board of Directors
will determine the number of
Scholarship awards to be granted in any
given year based on the available donated funds and the dollar amount determined for each scholarship award. The
Scholarship Committee will then apply
that number to the list of applicants in
descending score order to determine
who will receive the Awards.
In 2012, we were able to award 22
scholarships totaling $90,000 to children
of our members.
Grandchildren of members are not
currently eligible. The criterion to
include Grandchildren as eligible for
scholarships is reviewed annually.
Please inform your eligible children
that applications and grade transcripts need to be sent to me by May
15, 2013. E mail me at: DocRafferty36@
sbcglobal.net if you have questions. If
you do not have access to e mail you
may reach me at 915-792-2804 or 575915-2921.
1st Quarter, 2013
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11th ACVVC Donations
Donations to various 11th ACVVC activities since the 2nd Quarter 2011 issue of Thunder Run

Donor Levels:

Trooper
Assistance Fund
Gold Level
Casterman, John

Matthews, Stephen
Simpson, Michael
Wadopian, Mark

Gold, Level

Aarestad, James
Alberg, Wayne
Bahnsen, John
Barber, John
Uebelher, Franci
Barnthouse, Lawrence
Barrows, William
Scholarship
Bashaw, Kenneth
Binns, James
Platinum Level
Bowman, David
Haworth, Larry
Boyd, Gordon
Gold Level
Brennan, Paul
Bonds, Larry
Brooks, Timothy
Brumm, Errol
Brown, Ken
Cartwright, Waverly
Brundage, Ron
Casterman, John
Buchholz, Richard
Graves, Freddie
Burdick, Max
In, Memory, of,
Byrnes, Robert
Mitchell L. Kemp
Byrnes, Robert
Gulley, Gerald
Campbell, Douglas
Skidmore, Keith
Carr, Thomas
Stromberg, W.M.
Cartwright, Wavely
Walter, Pete
Chipman, Stephen
In, Memory of
Clodfelter, L.W.
Christine Marie
Close, John
Hathaway
Connolly, Gerald
Wheelock, Thomas
Conroy, Thomas
Cooke, James
Silver, Level
Craig, Michael
Joslin, Joe
Croskey, Phillip
Palmer, David
Crow, John, S.
Puglisi Jr., Gaetano, (Tony) Dalegowski, Gary
Yancey, Rodney
Dedyne, Marilyn
Drake, David
Bronze, Level
Dumdei, Larry
Dunkle, Clarence
Bennett, Debra
Eggleton, Andrew
Fegenbush, Edward
Elliott, Frederick
Garten, James
Fisher, Robert
Grogg, John
Foreman, James
Halladay, Jay
Foster, Terry
Jack, Fred
Gajkowski, Edwin
Moore, Larry
Gardner, Robert
Morath, Frank
Garell, Paul
Pisciotta, Michael
Gilbert, Robert
Triano, Frank
Gourm, Dennis
Vargas, Luis
Graham, James
Walker, Ronnie
Grossman, Robert
Gulley, Gerald
Calendar
Gunn, Dennis
Hardin, E.B.
Platinum Level
Hessburg, Joseph
Higgins, Steven
Atkeson, Edward
Hipps, William
Bachman, William
Horan, Dennis
Coover, David
Hotzman, Frederick
Dennis, Steve
Houchins, William
Hummers, William

Bronze Level
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Platinum Level $500+
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Gold Level $100-$499
Hukill, Wayne
Jacobsen, Garald
Janke, Roger
Jeter, Jeffrey
Johnson, Russell
Johnson, Gene
Kenyon, Richard
King, George
Koch, Thomas
Kraxberger, W.S.
Krieg, Steven
Lorio, Pierre
Mason, Raymond
Mays, Curtis
McCoy, James
McMahon, Jimmy
Meadows, Denver
Mears, Roy
Miller, Carl
Mowery, Robert
Nealis, Frederick
Nelson, Kenneth
Newman, Roger
Nicklas, Harold
Payne, H.B.
Pennington, James
Peters, Michael
Pierce, Leo
Pimental, Frederick
Price, Charles
Rawson, Robert
Rehyansky, Joseph
Reschetnjak, Nilolaus
Rosenbaum, Howard
Rucker, Richard
Saft, Paul
Sams, Billy
Sanchez, Vincent
Scholz, C.E.
Scott, Alexander
Scott, Charles
Seay, Thomas
Selvidge, Mark
Smit, Arthur
Smith, William
Stengel, Robert
Stubbs, Jerry
Sussman, Robert
Tepper, Elliott
Tharp, Glenn
Traner, James
Trubeck, William
Turner, James
Utgard, S.C.
Van, Holsbeke, Leon
Vasey, Stephen
Vega, Ramon
Votaw, John
Waggoner, Hugh
Walker, Dan
Walker, Ken
Wallace, Peter

Silver Level $50-$99

Walter, Pete
Ware, Ralph
Watkins, Michael
Webb, Mark
Wesch, Alfred
Wheelock, Thomas
White, , Edward
Whitney, Donald
Whitson, Thomas
Williams, Keith
Williamson, Gerald
Wolfe, Frederick
Wood, Eddie
Young, Thomas

Silver Level
Arble, Patrick
Argento, Chuck
Arnaud, Garland
Austin, William
Babcock, Robert
Bailey, Ben
Barrett, Donald
Beard, James
Beard, C., Frederick
Beas, John
Beavers, James
Beliunas, Edward
Benitez, Joachim
Bishop, Verlon
Blasdel, Jerry
Bligh, Stephen
Boles, Alvin
Borri, Steven
Brand, Robbin
Bridges, William
Brockwell, Ronald
Burek, Jerome
Burr, Charles
Burton, Joseph
Burwick, Larry
Butler, Joan
Canuel, Richard
Carabetta, J.
Carnal, James
Caruso, Frank
Cavanagh, Michael
Celani, Patric
Christeson, Frank
Clark, Floyd
Cofty, Larry
Cottle, James
Cox, Gary
Cramer, G., William
Crittsinger, Clifford
Dart, Larry
De, Long, Robert
Deege, Leonard
Demont, Robert
DePaul, Richard
Easter, Larry

Fegenbush, Edward
Ferrill, Grady
Field, Richard
Fierro, Jose
Fisher, Richard
Flanagan, Hershel
French, William
Frens, John
Friend, Richard
Frizzell, Leo
Galaviz, Felix
Garabedian, John
Gaston, William
Gill, Charles
Gilmore, Jeffrey
Goff, Thomas
Goode, David
Gorospe, Raymond
Gray, William
Greeley, Ann
In Memory of John
Greeley
Greenslit, Raymond
Griffiths, James
Grove, Loraine
Hack, Charles
Hall, Leonard
Hancock, Donald
Heideman, Dale
Helm, Thomas
Henry, Freddy
Hensley, Jerry
Henson, Stephen
Hervatin, Marlo
Hice, David
Hicklin, Thomas
Hien, John
Hilden, Andrew
Hines, Donald
Hinnegan, Francis
Hofstaedter, Thomas
Holt, George
Hunt, Charles
Ivey, Walker
Jackson, Betty
Jaggard, Michael
Jenkins, James
Johnson, Ronnie
Johnson, Steve
Johnson, Donald
Johnston, Leroy
Juarez, Jose
Kathman, Michael
Kerrins, William
Kester, Larry
Klein, Earl
Knapp, John
Koch, Anthony
Koppenal, Kenneth
Kotwica, Jerome
Koziol, Richard
Landt, George

Bronze Level $1-$49
Lumpp, Edward
Lynch, James
Lynch, Michael
Majewski, Ray
Marshall, Troy
Martz, Stanley
McCain, Timothy
McDonough, John
McKillip, Clarence
McMurray, Ronald
Mesardjian, Michael
Middleton, Donald
Miller, Larry
Mitchell, Harry
Mitchell, Jerry
Moore, Samuel
Morrill, James
Muchesko, Joseph
Mulcahey, Daniel
Mutch, Scott
Oakman, Mark
Ochowicz, William
Orth, David
Ostrom, David
Ottesen, Sven
Parker, C.R.
Patrick, Ronald
Petrusko, Donald
Platt, Fred
Pledger, Murray
Plummer, Kenneth
Poindexter, John
Powell, Alexander
Pryor, Lee
Radzwillas, Paul
Ray, Judson
Reed, Donald
Renda, Frank
Rieth, Gary
Robbins, Donald
Roberts, John
Rodriguez, Filiberto
Rogen, John
Rooper, Raymond
Rosenbalm, Allan
Rosher, Galen
Ross, Carey
Rybacki, Henry
Sandor, John
Savicki, Robert
Schartz, Gregory
Scott, Gary
Searcy, Rufus
Semmelmeier, Peter
Sharpe, Larry
Shol, Bruce
Sieja, Ronald
Silva, Mathew
Sisson, Howard
Skinner, Michael
Smith, Jim
Smith, Larry
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Soule, Robert
Stogner, H.G.
Stresser, Michael
Stroia, Daniel
Suberla, Edmund
Summers, David
Taylor, William
Timmons, Don
Trier, James
Vail, Richard
Vandeventer, Lawrence
Varljen, Frank
Vigus, Max
Walter, Raymond
Wetmore, Joseph
Wilkerson, Danny
Williams, Jeffrey
Wing, Douglas
Wolfe, Okey
Wollard, J.D.
Wresch, Michael
Wright, George
Yocum, Kenneth
Young, Robert

Bronze Level
Abbey, Charles
Aguilar, Arthur
Alestra, Malcolm
Allen, , Raymond
Allender, William
Alsobrook, William
Amodor, Johnny
Andersen, Arthur
Anderson, Harold
Anderson, James
Anderson, Paul
Anderson, Margaret
Apholz, William
Arft, Larry
Armentrout, T.L.
Armstrong-Dulaney,
Linda
Arnold, James
Arredondo, Mateo
Atkinson, John
Bacon, Dean
Bailey, David
Baker, Bruce
Baker, Daina
Baker, Robert
Ball, Joseph
Barba, William
Barbeau, John
Barnes, David
Barney, Brauker
Baronti, William
Barrientes, Leonel
Barrington, John
Barrows, Elwood
Bartlett, Michael
Basler, Harold
Baum, James
Baxter, Gary
Beck, Rudolf
Beishir, Gregory
Bell, Randall
Bellamy, William
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Bellotty, James
Belville, Harold
Bennett, Carl
Bennett, Richard
Benson, John
Berenda, Joseph
Berger, David
Berry, Timothy
Besgans, Paul
Billips, Eugene
Billone, Gerald
Birdwell, Jeff
Bishop, James
Black, Phillip
Bland, James
Blankenship, James
Blose, Michael
Blunt, Wallace
Bocanegra, Joel
Bockman, Wayne
Bodenus, George
Bodo, Randy
Bomba, Robert
Bond, Robert
Borror, John
Bostelman, Christopher
Bourdeau, Michael
Boutieller, Robert
Bower, Robert
Bowers, James
Bowlby, Johnny
Bowling, Thomas
Boyd, William
Boyle, Mark
Brackett, Ronald
Bradley, Otis
Branham, Clarence
Brawn, Bill
Brennick, Robert
Brewington, Richard
Bricker, Warren
Brison, Alvin
Brooks, Charles
Brown, Danny
Brown, Gary
Bruglia, Richard
Brummel, Charles
Brunelle, Donald
Brunet, Gerald
Bryan, Larry
Bryant, Nolan
Brydge, Don
Buehre, Michael
Bullard, Johnie
Bunce, Peter
Burch, Van
Burghardt, John
Burney, James
Burns, Allan
Byers, John
Caporiccio, Guy
Carey, Otis
Carlson, Robert
Carosella, Joseph
Carothers, Christa
Carr, William
Caso, Victor
Cassen, Samuel

Caswell, Danny
Cederquist, Dennis
Cenicola, Philip
Chapman, Lindsey
Charbeneau, William
Charette, Ronald
Chattin, Frederick
Chavez, Loida
Childress, Warren
Christensen, Arnold
Christian, Gus
Christman, Dennis
Church, Frank
Ciborowski, Dennis
Cioffi, Teddy
Cirjak, John
Cizmadia, Joseph
Clack, Douglas
Clark, C.W.
Clark, Glenn
Clark, Larry
Cline, Danny
Cobb, Stephen
Cocke, John
Colameco, Susan
Cole, Larry
Collier, Kermit
Colman, , Richard
Colmone, Salvatore
Colson, Darrel
Comer, Joseph
Compton, Bob
Coney, Frank
Connelly, Danny
Conner, Benton
Conner, , Jerry
Consolo, Thomas
Cook, Leroy
Cook, Timothy
Cooper, Jackie
Corbett, Richard
Corey, John
Costa, John
Cotton, Earnest
Courtney, Patrick
Covington, John
Cox, Alan
Cox, Daniel
Crabtree, James
Cramer, James
Cricco, Michael
Croft, Robert
Crook, Jerry
Crudele, Anthony
Cullerton, Thomas
Cullinan, Bernard
Cumiskey, Charles
Cunningham, Charles
Cunningham, John
Curioso, Joseph
Curlin, Roy
Damron, Harlan
Darnell, Ronald
Daub, Herbert
Davenport, Allen
Davidson, Larry
Davis, George
Davis, James

Davis, Milton
Davis, Thomas
Davison, Donald
De, La, Rosa, Faustino
Deglman, Michael
Dellaria, Joseph
Demasi, Ralph
Dempsey, Patrick
Dennis, Paul
Derby, Steve
Derepkowski, Arthur
Derk, David
Desanctis, Frank
Desiderio, Timothy
Desoto, Gerald
Dickinson, James
Dickson, Robert
Dietz, John
Dinardo, Michael
Dittmer, James
Doak, Thomas
Doll, Tom
Dominguez, Jesus
Doubleday, Duke
Dowding, Arthur
Doyle, Kenneth
Droski, Frederick
DuBeaval, Stephen
Dublin, Sammy
Duncan, Thomas
Duplantis, Blair
Durant, Bradley
Durham, Charlie
Durr, Merritt
Durrett, James
Dye, Donald
Eads, Hugh
Eager, Michael
Edwards, Earl
Ehrets, Steven
Einck, Rodney
Eitel, Roger
Ekert, Frank
Ekholm, David
Ellingson, Ken
Emerson, William
Endres, Bradley
Engelbrecht, James
Epperly, Howell
Erato, Steven
Ergish, Walter
Esper, Vaughn
Evans, Denver
Evans, James
Fairchild, Robert
Farrant, Marcus
Farrell, James
Fedorinchik, William
Felizardo, Carlos
Ferguson, Dianne
Fernstrom, Carl
Fields, Clifford
Fink, Eugene
Finley, Merrill
Fiorillo, Pasquale
Firchau, Melvin
Fiscor, John
Fish, E.G.

Fisher, Kenneth
Fitzgerald, William
Fixx, Darrell
Floyd, Gary
Flynn, Patrick
Folensbee, Lester
Foley, Paul
Ford, , Timothy
Fordonski, David
Forehan, Dennis
Forrester, Larry
Foster, David
Foster, Gary
Fowler, David
Frank, Dale
Franken, Henry
Franklin, Martin
Freeman, B.E.
Freeman, Dennis
Freme, Robert
Frenette, Robert
Freyn, Richard
Fry, Gary
Fuller, Bruce
Fuller, Herbert
Funk, Robert
Gadberry, Blaine
Gall, Irving
Gamet, Ted
Ganno, Charles
Garcia, Julio
Garland, Patricia
Garren, Kenneth
Garrity, Thomas
Garrott, Robert
Garvey, David
Gatewood, Henry
Gautreaux, Ivan
Gavin, Victor
Gaylor, Arnold
Gee, Luther
Geesey, Ken
Gelder, Albert
Gensemer, Walter
Gharing, Richard
Gibbons, Lawrence
Gibbs, Lonnie
Giesige, Raymond
Gietzen, William
Gillette, William
Gilliam, Larry
Giorgio, Vincent
Gissible, Paul
Gizzi, Ernest
Glatzer, Ross
Gleditsch, Herbert
Godshall, Joseph
Godwin, David
Gonzalez, Phillip
Goodwater, Howard
Govan, Stephen
Gove, Stanley
Graffum, D.R.
Grams, Gary
Gray, John
Gray, Zane
Grayson, Kenneth
Greek, Charles

Green, Dennis
Green, R.
Green, Ronald
Greenawalt, Michael
Griffin, William
Grimme, John
Grisham, William
Grogg, John
Grunloh, John
Gumpf, John
Hadfield, William
Hagood, Robert
Haines, William
Hainley, Norman
Hains, James
Hallman, Eugene
Halterman, Michael
Hand, Rocky
Hans, Owen
Hansen, Henning
Hansen, Paul
Hansford, Harold
Harcum, Weldon
Harmon, Benjamin
Harrell, Randall
Harris, Robert
Harris, William
Harvey, Michael
Hastings, Donald
Hathaway, Allen
Hawk, John
Hawkins, Robert
Hayes, Edward
Haywood, Douglas
Headrich, Joseph
Heath, Clint
Hebert, Donald
Hein, Dwayne
Heine, Lloyd
Helgeson, Steven
Hellowell, Donald
Henson, Richard
Herlinsky, Walter
Herrera, Roberto
Heuston, Robert
Hicks, L.R.
Higden, Ross
Hill, John
Hinkle, Weldon
Hinson, Raymond
Hoefler, John
Hoem, Neil
Hofmann, William
Holbrook, Gregory
Hollar, Glenn
Holliday, P.
Hollingsworth, Theodore
Hollis, Ron
Holloway, Larry
Homer, Byron
Hooton, Berke
Hopper, Jay
Horner, John
Hoyle, Danny
Hryadil, Nicholas
Huff, Hildegard
Huggins, Ronald
Hughes, Henry
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Hughes, Randall
Hulik, Edward
Humbert, John
Huml, Michael
Hunt, John
Hunt, Robert
Hunter, Johnnie
Hyland, J., Lynn
Inman, Henry
Insley, Philip
Iseman, William
Jablonski, Chester
Jacobs, Gary
Jacques, Tine
Jacquez, Alfonso
Jaime, Daniel
Jamell, Salem
Janairo, Antonio
Jankel, Ken
Jankowski, Al
Javoroski, Duane
Jeranek, Richard
Joel, Candace
Johnson, James
Johnston, Robert
Jokinen, Michael
Jolly, John
Jones, David
Jones, James
Jones, John
Jones, Russell
Joquith, Larry
Jordan, John
J’s, Claude
Jubito, Thomas
Juskiewicz, Thomas
Karabinos, Blandin
Karels, Roger
Kashas, Ray
Kays, Danny
Kearnes, Richard
Keller, Ernest
Kelley, Robert
Kelly, Ronald
Khur, Richard
King, Dennis
King, William
Kirchoff, Thomas
Kitzmiller, Fred
Klopfer, Ronald
Knight, George
Knoche, Timothy
Knowlton, William
Koch, Norman
Komisin, Michael
Kopecky, Christopher
Kortright, Walter
Kostaroff, James
Kotke, Lawrence
Kowalski, J.
Krcelich, George
Krebs, Richard
Kremling, Rubin
Krzyzan, David
Kubena, William
Kuehner, James
Kulpa, Norman
Kunego, Donald
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Kunst, Cornelius
Kuntzman, John
Kwiecinski, Paul
Lagravier, Jerry
Lakari, Walter
Landusky, Thomas
Lang, David
Lanphier, Ronald
Larocque, Robert
Larson, Ken
Laubenstein, Siegfried
Lawless, James
Laws, James
Lee, Kenneth
Lee, Robert
Lehew, Daryl
Lemieux, Gene
Lemperle, Myron
Lendon, Ada
Lescisko, John
Lessard, John
Lessnau, Robert
Levario, Jaime
Lewellen, Bill
Lewis, Larry
Licon, Thomas
Lindell, Craig
Liriano, Lady
Little, Eldred
Livingston, Donald
Long, John
Long, R.H.
Looft, Richard
Lopes, Francis
Lopez, Jeffrey
Lopez, Joseph
Lopez, Miguel
Loudon, Orrin
Lovato, Sam
Love, , Guy
Loveday, Gary
Lowe, Cardus
Lownsbery, Mark
Loya, Atanacio
Lozon, Frank
Ludwig, David
Lyle, Roger
Lytle, Howard
MacDonald, Clifford
MacDonald, John
Mackley, Kurt
Madej, Bill
Madsen, Per
Madsen, Paul
Maggi, Edward
Magnarelli, John
Main, James
Malone, Walker
Maloy, Joel
Mankowski, Carl
Mann, G.L.
Mann, Harold
Marcum, Darol
Marmet, Dave
Marquez, Donnie
Marquez, Gabriel
Marth, Gary
Martin, Francis

Martinez, Daniel
Masiella, Anthony
Massengale, Glen
Matthews, James
McAlister, Patrick
McBryde, Jerry
McCollum, Christine
McCullough, Leroy
McDonald, David
McDonald, Mildred
McFarland, Tom
McFee, Thaniel
McGarrity, Thomas
McGarry, Thomas
McIntosh, James
McLendon, Glenn
McMasters, Cary
McNeal, Thomas
McNeil, Robert
McRoberts, Gerald
McSwiggan, Joseph
McVicker, James
McWethy, Wesley
Medbery, Thomas
Melo, Salvador
Meltsch, Eugene
Menefee, Douglas
Menix, Wilbert
Merideth, Glen
Merkle, William
Merz, Robert
Meshew, Clinton
Mettler, Larry
Meyer, Keith
Michaud, Randolph
Migliorelli, Salvatore
Miller, Brett
Miller, David
Miller, George
Miller, Joseph
Miller, Louis
Mix, Larry
Mixon, Ronald
Moliterno, Leland
Molstad, Steven
Monacelli, Paul
Monaghan, John
Montalbano, Frank
Montgomery, Fred
Moodie, D.C.
Moody, A.R.
Moon, Brandford
Moore, David
Moore, James
Moore, Larry
Morehouse, Terry
Morelock, Jerry
Morin, Donald
Morlock, Glenn
Morris, Clifton
Morris, Glenn
Morrison, Charles
Morrison, Willie
Morrissey, Matthew
Morrow, Charles
Moscarelli, Charles
Moser, Kenneth
Moses, James

Moughmer, David
Moushegian, Stephen
Mueller, E.C.
Mullin, Patrick
Mulrath, John
Murphy, Don
Murphy, Robert
Musico, Anthony
Mutter, John
Naidas, Kenny
Napier, John
Nash, Dane
Nassif, John
Naylon, Thomas
Neary, Sheldon
Neighbors, Andrew
Nelson, David
Nelson, Jack
Newman, David
Newman, Leslie
Nissen, R.L.
Nute, Charles
Obenschain, Richard
O’Brien, James
Ochman, Ronald
O’Donnell, John
O’Donohue, James
Ohlmeyer, Daniel
Olechny, Patrick
Ondulick, James
O’Neil, John
Onofrey, Richard
Ontko, David
Opp, Terry
Ostrainder, Robert
Ottenbreit, John
Pace, D.L.
Pagen, Angel
Parish, Hubert
Pascual, Carl
Passanisi, Paul
Payne, George
Peckham, John
Pejakovich, Michael
Pelton, Andrew
Pelvas, Bruce
Perrin, Craig
Pertuit, Don
Pfingston, Stephen
Phillips, Charles
Pisciotta, Michael
Pitt, Michael
Plisch, Clifton
Poe, James
Points, Richard
Poland, Duane
Pollace, John
Poore, Jerry
Pope, Ronald
Posak, Nicholas
Powell, Delbert
Pressgrove, Fletcher
Pritzl, Noel
Puccio, Roy
Pullium, Michael
Purifoy, George
Quick, Richard
Quinn, Frederick

Quinn, Richard
Rafferty, Michael
Ralston, William
Ramnytz, Samuel
Rasberry, Jesse
Raseman, Kim
Ray, Kenneth
Rayfield, Wendell
Reardon, Maurie
Redmond, Sylvester
Reed, Jackson
Reed, Robert
Reed, Ronald
Reeves, James
Reeves, Edward
Reeves, Clinton
Refshauge, Charles
Rego, Ronald
Rehm, William
Rehm, William
Reichenberg, David
Reichgeld, Blake
Retzlaff, Jerry
Reynolds, Philip
Rich, C.H.
Richardson, Lawrence
Richmond, Randy
Rideau, Michael
Rigney, Roy
Riley, David
Ringstad, Michael
Rinne, Howard
Robbins, David
Roberts, Colleen
Roberts, Charles
Roberts, Joe
Roberts, Larry
Robertson, Melvin
Rodarte, Raymond
Rogers, James
Roman, Irving
Romano, Anthony
Rose, Jerome
Rosini, Thomas
Rossi, Frank
Roth, Steven
Rothmeyer, Larry
Rubas, Ronald
Rubinstein, Joan
Ruble, David
Rudisill, Gerald
Russell, John
Russell, Michael
Russell, Richard
Russian, Charles
S., Elmer
Sabol, T.A.
Salerno, Alan
Samsel, Larry
Sandlin, Robert
Sartor, Donald
Saunders, Jerry
Sawvell, Gary
Saxby, David
Schaefer, Michael
Schaunaman, Donni
Schneider, David
Schneiter, Robert

Schoephoerster, Harry
Schofield, David
Schultz, Lane
Schumacher, Robert
Schunck, James
Seifert, Craig
Selch, William
Self, Gary
Sevelius, Arthur
Severns, Duane
Seylier, Philip
Seymore, Dave
Shafer, H.
Shakow, Raymond
Shambarger, Bob
Sharp, O.F.
Shebelut, Kent
Shehan, Walden
Shelburne, John
Sheldon, Dennis
Shepler, Mike
Sherman, Chuck
Sherman, Garry
Shuke, Lloyd
Sieminski, Edmund
Simers, James
Simmons, Philip
Simmons, Michael
Sinclair, Steven
Sinclair, Robert
Six, Robert
Sizemore, William
Sloan, Charles
Slomienski, Walter
Slone, Kermit
Smith, Art
Smith, Dennis
Smith, Doyle
Smith, George
Smith, Horace
Smith, Leslie
Smith, Sherman
Smith, Thomas
Smith, Timothy
Snell, Isaac
Snyder, Darrell
Soehnlen, Nicholas
Solid, David
Soninski, James
Sorich, John
Southerland, Gary
Spack, Steven
Spahr, Thomas
Spaulding, David
Spence, Charles
Spitze, Jim
Spriggs, Steven
St. Clair, Harold
Stabler, Myron
Stafford, Edmund
Stamey, Regis-Marie
Starbuck, Todd
Steedley, Richard
Stephenson, Sammy
Stevens, Billy
Storer, Martin
Story, M.F.
Strine, James
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Struble, Ron
Strycker, William
Sucato, Richard
Suhre, Bill
Suminski, Raymond
Summers, Carl
Sunderman, Kenneth
Susong, Larry
Sutton, Gordon
Sutton, Harrold
Swain, Burl
Swan, Guy
Swan, Val
Swanson, George
Sweningson, Bruce
Swiger, Rocky
Tafoya, Wayne
Tangerg, Lauren
Tankovich, James
Tarr, Randy
Tate, Ben
Tatum, Johnnie
Taylor, Douglas
Taylor, F. Robert
Temple, Billy
Tenderella, Larry

Tenik, Joseph
Terlecky, Slofko
Terry, Hardy
Thatcher, William
Thomas, Arthur
Thompson, Thomas
Thompson, David
Thompson, Limmie
Thompson, Charles
Thomson, Richard
Thrasher, Harrison
Tiedeman, David
Tietz, Ernest
Tighe, Michael
Tips, George
Titschinger, Mark
Todal, Christopher
Toddy, Dale
Tonkovich, Dennis
Torres, Jose
Torsok, Michael
Totaro, Lawrence
Townsend, Frank
Trabanco, Andrew
Tracy, Stephen
Traw, Gary

Traylor, Douglas
Treleaven, Thomas
Trentman, Harry
Trottier, Raymond
Trusley, James
Tutwiler, Edgar
Uebelher, Francis
Upton, P., Richard
Van Ert, William
Vanalstine, Dennis
Vanderbogart, Kirk
Varner, Noah
Vaughan, Travis
Vaughan, Patrick
Venhoff, John
Verbeke, Russell
Vetere, Ronald
Vincent, Robert
Violet, J.W.
Waddell, Darrell
Wagner, Dewitt
Wagner, Larry
Wagner, Paul
Walker, Ronnie
Walker, Wayne
Wallace, Richard

Wallen, Harry
Ward, Bruce
Ward, George
Ward, Bobby
Waters, Larry
Watkins, Charles
Watt, Roland
Watts, George
Weachter, Dennis
Weaver, William
Webb, Gary
Wehrle, Hubert
Welch, Dennis
Weller, William
Wells, John
Wells, James
Welmon, Harry
Welton, Floyd
Weltzien, James
Wentz, Darrel
Werner, James
Wertz, Edward
Wesley, James
West, Wayne
Westerberg, Victor
Weynand, Mary

Wheeler, Margaret
White, David
White, Robert
Whorton, Charles
Wierema, Ronald
Wiese, Timothy
Wilcox, John
Wilkinson, Jimmy
Williams, James
Williams, Ernesto
Williams, Harry
Williams, Tyrus
Wills, Thomas
Wilson, Arnold
Wilson, Arnold
Wilson, Steve
Wilson, Mark
Wilson, Mike
Wisdom, Scott
Wise, William
Witt, William
Witt, Marvin
Wolas, Robert
Wolfenden, William
Wollschlaeger, Kenneth
Woodson, Roddy

Woolverton, Jerry
Wright, Mary
Wright, Ralph
Wright, David
Yea, Mark
Yeider, Tim
Yell, Horace
Yirsa, Harold
Yochum, Thomas
Yoder, Kenneth
Zamojda, Bronislaw
Zaremba, John
Zeller, Larry
Zellmer, Steven
Zimmerman, Tim
Zumpol, Adolph

Memorial
Gold, Level
Penn Sport,
The Bowers

Welcome Aboard!
New Members of the 11th Armored Cavalry's Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia (11th ACVVC) since our
last issue of Thunder Run. Are you looking for an old friend? Please contact any Officer or Board Member
listed on page 3 for help.
NAME

DATES
B TROOP, 1/11

Berghanel, George H

DATES
G TROOP, 2/11

69-69

AIR CAVALRY TROOP

Christman, Richard L
Downey, Richard A

NAME

68-69
68-68

Jiggens, Warren E

DATES

NAME

G TROOP, 2/11

70-71

919TH ENGINEER COMPANY

Jones, Dorsey N

NAME

69-70

Powell, Elmer

69-69

Turner, Dannie L

70-71

Weber, Paul J

A TROOP, 1/11

Reasor, Robert A

DATES
K TROOP, 3/11

66-67

HHT REGIMENT

68-69

D COMPANY 1/11

Landreth, Harrell L

68-68

28th ANNUAL
11th ACVVC REUNION
SEPTEMBER 11-15, 2013
Indianapolis Marriott Downtown
350 W Maryland Street
Indianapolis, IN 46225
www.indymarriott.com

• 622 rooms
• Convenient to downtown
restaurants and shopping
• Room types are reserved on
a first-come, first-served basis
• Rates are good three days
prior to and three days after
event based on availability
• Complementary guest room internet
• Please make hotel reservations early
• Must mention “11th ACVVC” to get special rate
RESERVATIONS MUST BE MADE NO LATER THAN
AUGUST 21, 2013

RESERVATIONS: 877-303-0104 or 877-640-7666
ROOM RATE: $119.00 SINGLE/DOUBLE/QUAD
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Chaplain’s Corner
Chaplain Larry Haworth
Animals

16
16

Do you think about the animals when
you reminisce about Viet Nam? “Huh?”
you say. “I try to avoid thinking about Viet
Nam.” C’mon, animals are pleasant and
fun to remember. Think about all those
pigs and chickens running around peoples’ yards and under their houses. We
talked before about Margaret the dog and
Charlie Chicken. They were great pets.
How about the rubber tree flies, the rats,
snakes, tigers (tigers? yep), lizards, beetles, ants, water buffalo, little deer, otters,
horses (definitely not thoroughbreds),
monkeys, mice, and others that I can’t
remember or others that I only heard
rumors about, like elephants. I haven’t
mentioned the birds and thousands of
insects that you probably forgot about
anyway.
Today I thought we’d talk about tigers,
lizards, rats, and maybe water buffalo.
OK? So, were you there along QL14, the
highway from Loc Ninh to Bo Duc/Bu
Dop, the day our helicopter troopers shot a
tiger? I wasn’t on the spot at the time
because I was somewhere else, but our
guys told me all about it. So I went and
took a snapshot to remember it by even
though I wasn’t too happy about the tiger
becoming a casualty.
Here’s what happened: One fine day
during the dry season one of our helicopters was flying around the jungle looking
for VC when what did they see instead of
VC? You got it. A tiger! Well, I guess our
helicopter troopers thought they were on
an African safari when they did what any
warrior on safari might have done - they
shot the tiger. Now what? They couldn’t
land because they were over the jungle.
Then along came one of our ACavs, more
mighty warriors on safari. Naturally, they
claimed the tiger. However, by this time
our helicopter crew had landed and came
to claim their trophy. So here are two sets
of mighty warriors haggling over the
beautiful dead tiger whose pelt was very
desirable of being possessed. “So did the
squabble get settled?” you might ask.
“Yes, it did,” I reply. One set of warriors
cut off the ears and gave the rest of the
1st Quarter, 2013

Today I thought we’d talk about tigers, lizards, rats, and maybe water buffalo. OK?
So, were you there along QL14, the highway from Loc Ninh to Bo Duc/Bu Dop, the
day our helicopter troopers shot a tiger?

tiger to the other warriors. Then no one
wanted the formerly dangerous, but still
beautiful, tiger. “So what happened to the
tiger?” “I don’t know, I just took the picture.” Lesson learned - don’t shoot tigers
unless they’re dangerous and you’re on
safari.
Here’s a lizard story which was pretty
funny even if our interpreter thought it
was a disaster. We were still out along
QL14 up by Cambodia. Our Vietnamese
interpreter (I’ll call him Bao) had caught a
huge lizard. For the sake of conversation,
we’ll call him Lizard. He was very big.
Anyway, Bao had Lizard tied by a string
to a tree. For Vietnamese, big lizards are
delicious delicacies. Bao was saving
Lizard for a special occasion. One unhappy day Bao discovered that Lizard had
escaped into the jungle. Did Bao find
Lizard? Nope. This was the jungle,
Lizard’s home turf. Bao was inconsolable
which didn’t matter because Lizard wasn’t
coming back. He was probably reunited
with his family for a lizard celebration
(lizebration?). I’m sure Bao remembers,
even after all these years.
Here’s my second rat story. I told you
the first one some time back about rats
using my forehead for a crosswalk. That
was one night when I was borrowing
someone’s bunk at Quan Loi. My second
rat story happened at Soc Trang during my
first tour. We were on a small airfield
which had been built by the Japanese during WWII. We had rats, lots of rats. They
were big, bigger than at Quan Loi. I guess
they ate better at Soc Trang. Hating rats,
we did what any normal American would
do; we poisoned them, making them dead.
Well, that caused a minor uproar from our
Vietnamese workers. How did we know
they ate rats? Did you know that? I’m sure
you didn’t. So of course we stopped poisoning the rats and caught them in traps
instead. After that, every evening you

could see Vietnamese workers happily
trotting along, each with a pole across his
shoulder and stacks of rat traps tied onto
both ends of the pole. Each rat trap contained a live rat - someone’s meal for the
evening. “Yeccchhh!” you’re probably
saying and I don’t blame you. However,
look at it this way - its meat. Hey! (or
hay!), meat is meat. It didn’t seem to hurt
them, the Vietnamese, that is. The rat
made his (or her) contribution to our
Vietnamese workers dinner and we got rid
of the rats. It was win-win for everybody
except the rats.
Let’s discuss water buffalo, which is an
interesting animal to discuss. You should
tell your family your water buffalo stories,
at least the good fun ones. You remember
that water buffalo were the Vietnamese
tractor for plowing rice paddies, their
truck for hauling or towing things like
bags of rice, and their car for transporting
the boy who rode it to the rice paddies or
for herding other water buffalo. It might
have been the family pet too, although I
can’t verify that. I just thought of another
use for water buffalo: They were frequently used as a road block. They were very
slow and usually walked along the side of
the road going from the village to the
paddy with the boy on its back. We came
driving along one day and there’s a herd of
water buffalo, at least three or four, in the
way. They’re blocking the road and we’re
in a hurry, of course. But we had to cool it
while the water buffalo meandered out of
our way. The last main use for water buffalo that I can think of is using their horns
as decorations. I can’t count how many
soldiers, including officers, who had water
buffalo horns sitting on their desk or hanging on the wall. They bought them in gift
shops where enterprising Vietnamese sold
them, at the PX in the rear, or on R&R in
Bangkok or Manila. Horns made great
souvenirs and the water buffalo didn’t
Thunder Run

need them anymore, being deceased. I
don’t know if Vietnamese ate water buffalo, but I doubt it. Would you eat your tractor?
My last animal story is about sheep. In
Bible times people kept sheep mostly for
wool and food. There are many sheep stories throughout the Bible. It’s clear that
sheep are less than self-reliant. They needed a shepherd to keep them on the right
path to their pastures and to protect them
from wild animals. Sheep herding wasn’t a
very desirable job but it was necessary.
Sheep would wander off, get into trouble,
lose their way, get hurt, and have problems
like that if they didn’t have a shepherd to
take care of them. Also, they would follow
almost any other sheep, right or wrong.
The main Bible sheep story for this conversation makes the point that people,
specifically you and me, are like sheep and

we need a shepherd for our lives. A well
known shepherd and sheep story is the
23rd Psalm: “The Lord is my shepherd; I
shall not be in want. He makes me lie
down in green pastures, he leads me beside
still waters, he restores my soul. He guides
me in paths of righteousness for his names
sake. Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no
evil, for you are with me, your rod and
staff, they comfort me.” I get the point. Do
you?
That’s all the time I have today for animal memories. What are your animal
memories?
God bless you. God loves you. So do I.
Chaplain Larry Haworth
6508 Bannocks Drive
San Antonio, TX 78239
LEHaworth@aol.com

So that his
brethren shall
know...
Please report the death of
any member of The 11th
Armored Cavalry’s Veterans
of Vietnam and Cambodia to
Allen Hathaway, 13194
Rettew Dr., Manassas, VA
20112; Phone: (703) 7916610; Email:
11thcav1966@comcast.net; for
listing in “Journey to
Fiddler’s Green.”

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION

11th ARMORED CAVALRY'S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA
Membership is open to all troopers who served with or were attached to the I Ith Armored Cavalry Regiment while in
the countries of Vietnam or Cambodia from August 1966 thru March 1972. Membership is also open to the wives, parents and children of our Troopers killed in action.
NAME ____________________________________________________________PHONE ____________________________
ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP ______________________________________________________________________________________
UNIT __________________________________________DATES: FROM ________________TO ____________________
(Troop,Sqdn)
(Mo/Yr)
(Mo/Yr)
SER NO RANK (during tour) ______________________SSN NO ______________________
OTHER INFORMATION ________________________________________________________________________________
TYPE MEMBERSHIP:

r NEW

r RENEWAL

r ANNUAL ($15)

r LIFE ($100)

MEMBERSHIP NUMBER______________________

r LIFE Plan ($25 enclosed, plus 3 payments of $25 in 3, 6 and 9 months)
IN ADDITION, PLEASE ACCEPT MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION FOR $________________________________
I authorize the release of my address/phone number to other Troopers who served with the 11th ACR
(Sign) ________________________________________________________________________________________________

r Visa r Mastercard Card # ____________________________________________________Exp. Date

____________

Signature ______________________________________________________________________________________________
Please make checks/money orders payable to: 11th ACVVC. Mail this form with your check or money order (no cash)
to: 11th ACVVC Membership, Ollie Pickral, 571 Ditchley Rd., Kilmarnock, VA 22482.
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Indianapolis
Reunion 2013
By: Steve Page, Reunion Chairman
e’re gearing up for Indy. The contracts have been signed and a budget has been prepared. The preparation for
your Indianapolis reunion is right on
track. Your selection of The Marriott
Downtown is a good one. This recently
renovated hotel is a premier destination
for events and meetings in Indianapolis.
The hotel is connected via skywalk to The
Indians Convention Center and Circle
Centre Mall. Our hotel is just steps
away from Lucas Oil Stadium, White
River State Park, NCAA Hall of
Champions, Conseco Field House,
Victory Field and just minutes from the
famed Indianapolis Motor Speedway.
Transportation from the airport to the
hotel is abundant and reasonably priced.
Direct shuttle service is $7.00 each way
and $3.50 for 65 years and older and
eighteen and younger.
Fine dining along with national
favorites and affordable fast food outlets are within walking distance. The
area abounds in hot spots for a fun
evening out. Some of the most famous
shops are located in The Circle Centre
Mall. There are numerous monuments
and memorials in Indy. The Soldiers
and Sailors Monument and The
Congressional Medal of Honor
Memorial are just two.
The Marriott Downtown offers parking but is limited to 300 spaces. Our
price to park at the hotel will be $18.00
per day for both valet and self park. We
are currently looking into alternative
off-site parking at a lower rate. This
information will be published as soon
as possible. We have contracted a backup hotel in case we sell out of rooms at
the Marriott. I suggest that hotel reservations be made as soon as possible.
Please call the hotel directly to minimize confusion. The 11th ACVVC must
be mentioned to get the contracted room
rate of $119.00.
Indianapolis Marriott Downtown
350 West Maryland Street
Indianapolis, IN 46225
877-303-0104 or 877-640-7666
www.indymarriott.com

W

18

1st Quarter, 2013

REUNION REGISTRATION
By: Bob Moreno, Director, 11th ACVVC
nother reunion is swiftly approaching and we are looking forward to
seeing all of you in Indianapolis. It
is my job as the reunion registration director
to be sure that you fill out your registration
form in such a way that your time spent at
the start of reunion is fast and thus enabling
you to meet with your friends quicker. So
let’s get started.
First – Locate the registration form. You
can either find one here in the Thunder Run
(opposite page) or on the web site.
Whichever you use is fine with me. If you
do choose to use the one out of the Thunder
Run, you might want to make a copy of it so
that you can preserve your copy of the TR.
If you do choose to use it, just be sure to
send the entire page. DO NOT TRIM IT!
Second – Send it in as soon as you possibly can. Reason? When you place it in the
mail, it first goes to Ollie Pickral in Virginia.
He removes and deposits the money and
then after he has about 10 of them he sends
them to me in Wisconsin. After I receive
them, I have to sort them and make name
tags for each one and then record it into my
files and then put it on the web site. All total
this can take anywhere from 2 to 3 weeks.
Of course you can also register on line. This
is perhaps the fastest way of registering.
Both Ollie and I get it at the same time when

A

done online, thus eliminating about 2 weeks
time. Whichever way you chose to register,
do it as early as possible and be sure to
PRINT or use a return address label so we
have the correct spelling for everything.
Remember no matter when you register, if
something comes up that you will not be
able to come, you can always request a
refund. So why not register early.
Third – Be sure you fill out ALL the
information. Go back over it before you
send it out. Have you listed your name (and
that of your guest, no matter their age), what
unit you were with and the year you were
with them. PLEASE remember you are to
list only one unit, so choose which one you
want to sit with at the banquet as that is what
we will put on your name tag. Also be sure
you choose ONE meal per person attending
with you. If you do not choose then I will
simply choose one for you and it may not be
what you would like. We cannot wait until
the last minute to submit the meal list as the
hotel has a cutoff date for us to do this.
Well I want to keep this short so the last
thing I have for you this time is, if after
sending it in, you find something wrong
with the way it is on the web site or need to
change something, or even just have a question, PLEASE call me on my cell phone.
The number is 608-387-3346.
ALLONS

11th Armored Cavalry‘s
Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia

Reunion Attendance
Year
1986
1987
1988
1989
1990
1991
1992
1993
1994
1995
1996
1997
1998
1999

Location
Attendees
Arlington, TX
175
Washington, DC
280
Louisville, KY
367
Minneapolis, MN
399
Sacramento, CA
465
Philadelphia, PA
496
San Antonio, TX
970
Indianapolis, IN
988
Colorado Springs, CO
847
Appleton, WI
703
Louisville, KY
2,026
Las Vegas, NV
1,385
New Orleans, LA
1,011
San Diego, CA
1,025

2000
2001
2002
2003
2004
2005
2006
2007
2008
2009
2010
2011
2012
2013
2014

Buffalo, NY
Washington, DC
Nashville, TN
Eugene, OR
Daytona Beach, FL
Colorado Springs, CO
Kansas City, MO
Louisville, KY
Chicago, IL
Santa Clara, CA
Washington, DC
St. Louis, MO
Orlando, FL
Indianapolis, IN
Las Vegas, NV

975
1,380
1,287
617
940
938
950
1,630
1,100
650
1,250
1,063
1,152
—
—
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Meet Our 2012 Scholarship Winners
Meet Our 2011 Scholarship Winners. This issue contains brief statements from 11 of our 2012 Scholarship Winners. The 4th
Quarter, 2012 issue of Thunder Run introduced the first 11 of the 22 Scholarship Winners.
Monet Rodriguez
I am truly honored to have received this gift
from the Veterans, I am so thankful to my
father Juan Pablo Rodriguez and all of the
other Veterans who have not only given their
service to our country but sacrificed so
much for our freedom. I will use this gift to
continue my education in a Masters in
Counseling program to peruse my dream of
helping others and improving the world we live in.
Monet Rodriguez is the daughter of Juan Rodriguez, HHT, 2/11, 7172.
This scholarship awarded in honor of: Victor Manuel Guerrero, L
Troop, November 15, 1969.
Arsen Tufankjian
Paying for school just got a whole lot easier.
This time last year I was seriously worried
that I would not be able to afford higher education. The idea that I may not be able to
pursue my dream of developing video games
was not one I wanted floating around in my
head, but thanks to the 11th Cavalry, I don’t
have to worry anymore. I’ve gotten enough
assistance to the point where I can focus on school, and not on paying off a massive pile of debt. This scholarship isn’t just a pile of
cash to help me pay for school, it’s peace of mind so that I can follow my dreams, and that means so much to me.
Arsen Tufankjian is the son of Haig Tufankjian, Air Cav Troop, 68-69.
This scholarship awarded in honor of: Adrian Alan Akins, 919th
Engineer Company, October 25, 1969.
Mike Victor
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Thank you for awarding me the 11th
Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and
Cambodia Scholarship Award. I will start
school at Roger Williams University, seeking
a degree in Architecture, with the hopes of
going on to entering graduate school and
eventually entering the workforce as a certified Architect. This award will go a long way
in paying for my building materials and tools which are especially
extensive the first year. I would like to thank the association for
awarding me this scholarship as I am both in awe and humbled by
1st Quarter, 2013

its resources and their generosity. This scholarship is dedicated
towards Hugo C. Castaneda who was killed in action on July 9th
1968 while serving as a trooper in C Troop. I would like to honor his
sacrifice by working hard and performing beyond expectations.
Mike Victor is the son of James Victor, L Troop, 69-70.
This scholarship awarded in honor of: Hugo Carlos Castaneda, C
Troop, July 9, 1968.
Amos Michael Webb
Thank you for choosing me as a recipient of
the 11th ACVVC scholarship! I am honored
to receive this scholarship in memory of Mr.
Robert R. Lewis. Taking economic conditions into account, the fiscal generosity of
this organization is very admirable. This gift
will be of great financial assistance to my
family and me. In putting this money
towards schooling, I hope to contribute its worth back into society
through a career in the medical field.
Amos Michael Webb is the son of Amos Martin Webb, G Troop., 7071.
This scholarship awarded in honor of: Robert Raymond Lewis, G
Troop, April 25, 1970.
Angelyn Wiese
Thanks so much to The 11th Armored
Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia
for selecting me to be one of the recipients of
their scholarship. I feel incredibly privileged.
This scholarship means the world to me,
because thanks to their aid I will be able to
attend college as an Undergraduate with significantly less financial stress. I very much
look forward to attending college at Valencia
Community College where I will first get my Associates and begin my
journey towards becoming a Registered Nurse. I will work my hardest and always strive to succeed in hopes of bringing only honor to
both my family and The 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam
and Cambodia.
Angelyn Wiese is the daughter of Frederick Wiese, 919th Engineers,
70-71.
This scholarship awarded in honor of: Donald William Noel, HHT,
1/11, April 26, 1969
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Charles Scott Childers
I want to thank you very much for the scholarship. It will certainly make my education
budget much easier to manage.
I will be working to attain degrees in both
Criminal Justice and Psychology. I am a full
time student as well as the supervisor of housekeeping and laundry for a Nursing Home. I am
also a full time husband and father of two. I am
in the Army Reserves as well.

David R. Nash, whose dedication and sacrifice made this scholarship possible and also to my dad, Jerry Trainor, How Battery, 3/11
ACR, 1969 –1970. Without the sacrifice of these heroes, my family and I would not be able to have the opportunities and freedom
we’ve been blessed with today. This scholarship will help a great
deal with the expenses I incurred while going to school to be an
Administrative Professional. Thank you again for your support and
generosity.
Lynn Trainor is the daughter of Gerald Trainor, How Battery, 3/11, 6970.
This scholarship awarded in honor of David Robertson Nash, I
Troop, May 13, 1970.

I would like to share with you that the Childers family has a long history in the US military, fighting in every war from the founding of our
nation to the present. I am very proud of my father, Charles, who fought
in Vietnam and my Grandfather, Herston, who along with four of his
brothers fought in WW II.

Mara D. Klecker is the daughter of Daniel Klecker, A Troop, 69-70.

I am so much honored to be supported by those who gave so very
much. I will do my best to make you proud.

This scholarship awarded in honor of Frank Dale Hammond, G Troop,
January 23, 1970.

Mara D. Klecker (No photo available)

Charles Scott Childers is the son of Charles Childers, A Troop, 67-68.
This scholarship awarded I honor of Kenneth Francis Ybarra, B Troop,
November 7, 1968.

Toni M. Triano is the daughter of Francis Triano, E Troop, 69-70.
This scholarship awarded in honor of Samuel Joseph Jorgenson, M
Company, February 14, 1970.

Amy Dittmer
I was very surprised and happy to learn that I
was chosen as one of the scholarship winners
and I would like to thank the 11th Armored
Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam & Cambodia
Scholarship committee and its members for
awarding me this chance to further my education. I am planning on using this scholarship
to finish out my degree in human resources.
As a single mother of one, it has been very difficult to find the funds to
do what is necessary to go back to school. This scholarship is just
what I needed to jump start our future. Again, I want to thank everyone
that made all of this possible. I can’t express enough what this means.
Thank You.
Amy L. Dittmer is the daughter of James Dittmer, E Troop, 1968 – 1969.
This scholarship awarded in honor of Ralph Robert Ramirez, D
Company, May 15, 1969.
Lynn Trainor
I recently received your letter stating that I had
been awarded the 11th Armored Cavalry’s
Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia scholarship. Words cannot express my deep appreciation of this award. My family and I are very
thankful to the 11th ACVVC and to all the men
and women, past and present, who have
served our great country. I’m indebted to
Thunder Run

Toni M. Triano (No photo available)

James Marshall
A goal can be interpreted as a dream with a
deadline. During my first year at the
University of Central Florida I was gradually
molded in to the man I wanted to become.
However, this did not come easy.
Throughout the course of the year I learned
to be humble, have high ambitions, and
most importantly realizing how much was
being invested in my future. With the gracious help from the 11th
Armored Calvary Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia Scholarship I
will be able to pursue my goal with less anxiety about funds and
more attentiveness to my grades. Furthermore, this scholarship
means more to me than just the money aspects; I see it as a way to
give back to my father who risked his life for the very freedoms I
have today. This award to me is not only an honor, but also gives
me motivation to have perseverance through the next three years.
Finally, after graduating I plan to enlist in the Navy and further my
medial education ¾ to serve and give back to the copious opportunities this country has given to me. A simple thank you would not
be enough, that’s why I feel it important to say that this award will
be help in high regards in my mind throughout the years to come.
James Marshall is the son of William Marshall, C Troop, 69-70.
This scholarship awarded in honor of: Edwin Francis Turk, HHT,
3/11, June 18, 1969.
1st Quarter, 2013
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Blackhorse Hoofbeats
Echoes from the Regiment’s Service in Vietnam 1966-1972
By Don Snedeker, 11th ACVVC Historian
• The problem with historical records. In the heat of battle,
reports go astray, coordinates get copied wrong, and casualty counts
become confused. Alpha and Charlie Troops’ firefight on 12 July
1968 is a typical example. The after action reports (AAR) from
Regiment, the 1st Infantry Division, and II Field Force Vietnam all generally agree that First Squadron was under the operational control
(OPCON) of the 1st (US) Infantry Division on 12 July, but there they
begin to diverge. The Regimental AAR says the contact lasted seven
hours, but the 1st Infantry AAR says it started at 0800 and was over
by 0930. The Regimental AAR says that there were 36 friendly casualties, including four killed in action, while the 1st Infantry AAR says
only 12 Troopers were wounded and none were killed in action. The
enemy “body count” is even more uncertain: according to Regiment,
51 NVA were killed in action – 1st Infantry and II Field Force say there
were only 10 enemy soldiers killed. The Regimental AAR reports that
3 NVA were captured, 1st Infantry says one NVA was captured, and
II Field Force says there were no POWs. Who you gonna believe???
• MEDCAP. From the Combat Operations After Action Report for
Operation Atlanta (20 October – 8 December 1966): “On 5 December
(in conjunction with a cordon and search operation conducted by 3rd
Squadron of the villages of CAM MY and BINH DAI) a MEDCAP [medical capabilities assistance visit] plan was initiated. In addition to
medical assistance, basic foodstuffs (powdered milk, bulgur wheat,
rice, and cooking oil) were distributed to the villagers… It was quite
apparent from the outset that the people had been well indoctrinated
by the Viet Cong on the dire consequences and effects if any of them
should accept medical help from US troops [only 20 of 300 residents
accepted medical aid]. The food was received in much the same
manner. This was the first time the Blackhorse Regiment has encountered a locale where so many of the people were pro-Viet Cong. In
order to counteract this situation an extensive psychological program
has been initiated in this area stressing the importance of the people
rallying to the cause of the Government of Vietnam.”
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• Logistician’s Nightmare. Until midway through 1967, the enemy
had been using the RPG-2 [rocket-propelled grenade]. The United
States Military Assistance Command, Vietnam (MACV) Command
History for 1967 rated the RPG-2 as “ineffective” against armored
vehicles, citing a survey “which showed that out of 194 disabled
tracked vehicles, only 16 were damaged by the enemy’s use of this
weapon.” However, beginning in the fall of 1967, the new RPG-7,
with an improved warhead, range, and fuse “which provided for
instantaneous initiation of the shaped charge and, therefore, optimum
penetration of armor” appeared on the battlefield. Blackhorse
Troopers could attest to the improved capability of the RPG-7 first
hand. Also in 1967, Troopers were seeing fewer and fewer French,
German, and British World War II vintage rifles and machineguns on
the battlefield and more and more AK-47s, both of Soviet and Chinese
Communist origin. How did German rifles come to be in Vietnam, you
ask? Simple explanation, actually. When the French reoccupied
Indochina after the end of World War II, they equipped their local colonial troops with weapons from captured Nazi arsenals. For example,
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over the course of several days in January while on Operation Cedar
Falls, Blackhorse Troopers captured two Chinese Communist Type 43
sub-machine guns (7.62mm), one Soviet-made Mosion Nagent rifle
(7.62mm), thirteen Chinese Communist Type 53 carbines (7.62mm),
one US Model 1917 Springfield rifle (.30 caliber), 9 US M-1 rifles (.30
caliber), one French Lebel rifle (8mm), two German K98 Mauser rifles
(8mm), one British Enfield rifle (.303 caliber), one home-made rifle
(undetermined caliber), and one US M1911 pistol (.45 caliber) – a
logistician’s nightmare when it came to supplying ammunition and
spare parts. By the end of the year, AKs were the weapons being carried by almost all of the enemy the Regiment encountered. Clearly,
the enemy was upgrading his arsenal in preparation for an escalation
of the war.
• Dust and Mud. In December 1967, the Regiment had been in
Vietnam just over a year and was operating out of the Blackhorse
Base Camp under the operational control of the 9th (US) Infantry
Division. This was the beginning of the dry season, and dust was a
constant issue for the convoys that moved between Long Binh and
the Blackhorse Base Camp. During one such convoy along National
Highway 2 just at the junction with National Highway 1, an Armored
Cavalry Assault Vehicle (ACAV) from Regimental Headquarters Troop
found itself nose-to-nose with a civilian bus that suddenly appeared
out of a cloud of dust. The 17th Public Information Detachment dispatch tells the rest of the story: “To avoid a collision, the driver SP4
Robert L. Krull swerved his vehicle off the road and onto what he
thought was firm ground. It was a marsh which sucked under the
front end of the ACAV, causing the vehicle to stand on end, and then
topple over. The two gunners on the vehicle were thrown clear, but
the driver and track commander were pinned inside. Boxes of ammunition and debris buried [SP4 Gregory] Nettle [the track commander],
whose body had been partially thrust into the mud and pinned by his
vehicle. Three Vietnamese ran up to the track and began digging out
the track commander, while others went to the aid of the driver.
During the 20-minute rescue that followed, some 15 Vietnamese civilians working alongside Blackhorse Troopers freed the two men. The
rescuers disregarded constant sparks from the vehicle which could
have ignited spilled fuel or the rubble of ammunition and explosives
tossed from the vehicle.”
• Flying ACAVs. From the September 1969 edition of the
Blackhorse newspaper: “The regiment’s assault vehicles not only run
the roads and bust jungle, they also fly – if you stuff them inside a
large enough cargo plane. On August 18th and 19th the Blackhorse
Regiment airlifted an entire ACAV [Armored Cavalry Assault Vehicle]
troop 36 miles from An Loc to Bo Duc, a camp only 4 miles from the
Cambodian border. The airlift of the 24 ACAV’s was the first tactical
airlift of an armored cavalry troop ever accomplished by the 11th Cav,
but it was no experiment. Regimental Commander Colonel James H.
Leach, decided that by the time bridges had been built and roads had
been opened between Loc Ninh and Bo Duc, the tactical situation
would have made the move useless. The enemy would have had
enough warning to make an escape. So Col. Leach requested Air
Force C-130’s, moved First Squadron’s A Troop to the end of the Loc
Ninh runway, and had the entire force and all its equipment [minus the
Thunder Run

Troop’s Sheridans] airlifted to Bo Duc in two days. As soon as the
men and machines rolled out of the cargo hold and picked up ammo,
they were ready to fight. It was a big job. The Air Force ran 45 sorties, one flight for each of the ACAV’s and 21 for the supplies. Each
ACAV means a payload of 25,000 pounds. Pilots of the lumbering
Hercules cargo planes felt the 12½ ton load every time they touched
down and reversed props at the Bo Duc strip, which had been lengthened in order to meet the Air Force’s minimum safety standards. Air
Force Mission Commander Major Eugene Askensay of Peoria, Ill.
described the job quite calmly. ‘It went real well. The runways were
short but reasonably level. My biggest problem was keeping the civilians and their motorbikes off the runways.’ Before the ACAV’s could
be moved, the crews had to strip off the antennas and machine guns,
unload the machine gun ammunition, and drain the gas tanks to three
quarter full. First Lieutenant William Nash of New Orleans, La., leader
of the first platoon, said the operation was, ‘surprisingly simple. The
biggest thing about it is that we were in contact last night, we airlifted
today and tonight we’ll be ready to fight again.’ A minor discordant
note was sounded by Sergeant Larry Dungey of Cassopolis, Mich. He
confided, ‘I don’t much like to fly, and flying around with a 12 ton ACAV
doesn’t help the situation much.’ But he made it, as did all the men in
A Troop – who once again showed how far and how fast the 11th

Armored Cavalry Regiment will move to find the enemy and pile on.”
• Maintenance Standdown. From the Second Squadron
Standdown After Action Report, dated 28 October 1970: “The 2d
Squadron, 11th ACR participated in the Regimental standdown program from 13 August through 16 September 1970. This standdown
was the first opportunity in over 14 months for the squadron to direct
its attention solely towards accomplishing detailed maintenance and
establishing the accountability of its equipment without simultaneously attempting to accomplish a combat mission.” As part of this
standdown, the Squadron maintenance section and vehicle crews
replaced 24 major assemblies (engines, transmissions, and final
drives) and, after technical inspection, found that 13 of the
squadron’s M113s met washout criteria and were turned in for
replacement vehicles. Further, a “100% inventory of all squadron
equipment was conducted by sub-hand receipt holders, and hand
receipts were updated. A significant amount of excess property was
identified and either turned in or picked up through inventory adjustment procedures.” Radio repair was a particular problem during the
standdown: “Approximately 90% of the radios turned in for repair
were returned with improperly adjusted squelch, and approximately
20% of the repaired radios that were returned were in an inoperable
condition.”

From the 65th Colonel of the Regiment
COL John Ward
reetings
and
Happy
New
Year from your
Blackhorse Troopers!
With another successful year complete, I want to
express my sincere
appreciation to all
our
dedicated
COL John “Lanier” Ward
Troopers, Veterans,
and Civilians who make up this great
Regiment. I’m extremely fortunate to
have all of you on the team as you are the
most intelligent, talented and motivated
group of individuals I’ve ever been
around.
Our most notable effort was our rotational support for both units preparing to
deploy and those executing the Army’s
Decisive Action rotations. The National
Training Center executed its first Decisive
Action Rotation with 3rd Brigade, 3rd ID,
in March, 2012. TRADOC developed the
Decisive Action Training Environment to
create a common training scenario for use
throughout the Army. It features a hybrid
threat, reflective of the complexities of
potential adversaries our nation could face
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in the 21st century. This threat includes
guerrilla, insurgent, criminal, and nearpeer conventional forces woven into one
dynamic environment. The year’s final
rotation closed out with the 13-02 DATE
which trained the 1st Brigade, 4th Infantry
Division out of Fort Carson.
In the month of December, we took the
opportunity to conduct training with our
U.S. vehicles. We executed Tank, Bradley,
mortar and flex-machine-gun live fire
training. This opportunity enabled the
Troopers to improve their gunnery skills
as Delta Troop took the top tank honors
and Assassin Troop walked away as the
top Bradley Troop. Our top Bradley crew
consisted of B-31 with 1LT David Hester
(Bradley Commander), SGT Jordan
Frizzel (Gunner), and SPC Brandon
Ridgeway (Driver) with a score of 951
and 9 of 10 engagements qualified. The
Top Tank crew was G-32 with SGT
Richard Preston (Tank Commander), SPC
Victor Cortez (Gunner), SPC Jeffrey Ruiz
(Driver), and PFC Michael Nudo (Loader)
with a score of 984 and 10 of 10 engagements qualified.
The 16th Annual Barstow Veteran’s
Home Memorial march continued on 12

December 2012 which honored past and
present Veterans while maintaining the
esprit de corps we have cherished over the
years. The march consisted of 200
Troopers and four miles through downtown Barstow. A huge banner was signed
by the Troopers participating in the march
and given to the home to commemorate
the event, along with a three thousand dollar donation to the home. After the presentation, a great barbeque lunch was provided to all courtesy of a few great supporters.
Looking forward to 2013, we will start
with another fast paced rotation schedule.
All the training we have conducted during
the past year will lead us to successfully
serve as the Army’s best Opposing Force
in the world. I am especially proud of the
accomplishments of our Regiment. The
dedication and the professionalism are
proven by our achievements and shown
by our contributions to the contingency
operations overseas and the stateside missions. We could not be more proud of our
Troopers and of the magnificent work
they do each and every day to preserve the
gifts of hope and freedom. Thank you for
your continued support in all we do.
1st Quarter, 2013
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11th Cavalry Memorial Project
lanning for the relocation of the
11th Cavalry memorial from
Fort Knox to the new National
Armor and Cavalry Museum at
Fort Benning has begun. It is anticipated
that the first phase of development of the
National Armor and Cavalry Museum
will be completed by October 2013. Our
goal is to complete the move and construction of the new memorial site no later than
early 2015. This gives us approximately
two years to complete the project.
The entire memorial complex will be
moved, including the large Vietnam
Memorial, the three memorials which are
dedicated to the Philippine, World War II
and Iraqi Freedom campaigns, plus the
nearly 1,100 granite bricks which surround the memorial. All bricks will be catalogued prior to the move and will be place

P

in the new location in the same relative
position.
The cost of the move will be shared
between the 11th Armored Cavalry’s
Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia and
the Blackhorse Association. To help offset
the cost of this project both organization
will be offering granite bricks.
Anyone can purchase a memorial
brick. Memorial bricks are a lasting tribute of YOUR SERVICE to our regiment.
The bricks are a way in which we ALL can
participate and show our support for our
fellow Blackhorse troopers whose names
are listed on the memorials. The bricks
measure 8 x 4 x 2 inches and can accommodate inscription of up to three lines of
15 characters per line. Many choose to
have their name, unit, and years of service

with the regiment inscribed on their brick.
Others choose to have a special message
inscribed. Some of the message are very
touching: “IN OUR HEARTS”,
“BROTHERS 4-EVER”, “I NEVER
FORGET” and “ALL GAVE SOMESOME GAVE ALL” are just a few of the
personal messages on the bricks. The cost
of the granite bricks is $100.
We are beginning this fundraiser now
so we can insure that sufficient funds are
available in plenty of time to complete the
project by early 2015. Bricks will be placed
at the new memorial site at Fort Benning
during the construction phase.
The bricks add a very special and personal touch to the memorial. We urge you
to support this worthwhile project by
ordering a brick.

Brick Order Form
Instructions: Print your message in the boxes below exactly as you want your brick to appear. Be sure to leave a blank box
between words. Each line accommodates a maximum of 15 characters, including blank boxes and punctuation (commas, periods, hyphens). If ordering more than one brick, photocopy this form or use a separate sheet of paper.

LINE 1:

LINE 2:

LINE 3:

NAME: ____________________________________________________PHONE: ________________________________
ADDRESS: __________________________________________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP ____________________________________________________________________________________
r 4” x 8” x 2” Brick - $100 enclosed

r Visa

r Master Card

Card # __________________________________________ Exp. Date________________

Signature (Required for Credit Card): ______________________________________________________________________
Please make checks/money orders payable to: 11th ACVVC. Mail this form with your check, money order, or credit card (no
cash) to: 11th ACVVC, C/O Ollie Pickral, 571 Ditchley Rd, Kilmarnock, VA 22482
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Veterans Day 2012

ABOVE: Blackhorse troopers gathered at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on Veterans Day to mark the 30th anniversary of the dedication of the
Wall and to say thanks to ALL Blackhorse troopers for their service to this great country and our great REGIMENT! ALLONS!”
BELOW: I Troopers participate in the annual Veterans Day parade in Branson, MO. Sitting in the front row is Mrs. Jovett Siler, whose son, Cary
Hubert Siler, was killed in action on April 11, 1967 while serving with I Troop.

Brian Wright reads his father’s
name, Grover C. Wright Jr., Air
Cavalry Troop, KIA April 18, 1968,
during the Reading of the Names
Ceremony on Veterans Day 2012.
Over 2,000 volunteers read the
names of the 58,282 KIA’s over a
three day period as part of the 30th
anniversary of the dedication of the
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.”
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Fiddler’s Green
We are sorry to report the following Troopers have taken the journey to Fiddler’s Green. We send our heartfelt
sympathy and sincere condolences to their families and friends. We honor their service to our country and to
our regiment by posting their names. Funeral Honor Guard, please check daily at www.11acr.com/hg.htm. We
check over 500 U.S. Newspapers. The daily obituary keyword is 11th Cavalry. Information is then posted on our
website to allow us to attend the funerals.
Roy D. Arian, 37th Medical Company (1969) passed away on November 13,
2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Hominy,
OK. He was laid to rest in A. J. Powell Memorial Cemetery, Hominy, OK.

Richard L. Powers, I Troop, 3/11 (1968-1969) passed away on October 14,
2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Lansing,
MI. He was laid to rest in St Joseph Catholic Cemetery, Lansing, MI.

Gordon H. Brooks, I Troop, 3/11 (1968) passed away on April 13, 2012. He Ralph D. Pursell, F Troop, 2/11 (1966-1967) passed away on October 13,
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Sacramento, CA. He
2013. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
was laid to rest in Sacramento Valley VA National Cemetery, Dixon, CA.
Scottsdale, AZ. He was laid to rest in National Memorial Cemetery of
Arizona, Phoenix, AZ.
Donald W. Carothers, HHT, 1/11 (1967-1968) and 919th Engineer Company
(1971-1972) passed away on January 4, 2013. He was a LIFE member of
the 11th ACVVC and resided in Rayland, OH.
Joseph E. Chandley, D Company, 1/11 (1968-1969) passed away on
December 21, 2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and
resided in Savannah, GA.
Robert B. Davies, 124th CS Maintenance (1970-1971) passed away on
October 18, 2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided
in Tempe, AZ. He was laid to rest in National Memorial Cemetery of
Arizona, Phoenix, AZ.

Benedict A. (Ben) Rademacher, G Troop, 2/11 (1966-1967) passed away
on January 23, 2010. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and
resided in Cottage Grove, MN. He was laid to rest in St. Joseph’s
Cemetery, Bellingham, MN. Ben is also a veteran of the Korean War.
John E. Raffety, 7th Surgical Hospital (1967) passed away on May 21, 2012.
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Mountain View,
CA. He was laid to rest in Sacramento Valley VA National Cemetery, Dixon,
CA.

Don D. Richter, H Company, 2/11 (1968-1969) passed away on November
29, 2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
Robert Edwards, M Company, 3/11 (1966-1967) passed away on December
Midland, TX. He was laid to rest in Lamesa Memorial Park, Lamesa, TX.
13, 2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
Anderson, SC. He was laid to rest in M. J. “Dolly” Cooper Veterans
Lanny B. Russ, HHT, 2/11 (1970-1971) passed away on July 10, 2012. He
Cemetery, Anderson, SC.
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Belhaven, NC. He
was laid to rest in Belhaven Cemetery, Belhaven, NC.
Dennis C. Egbert, D Company, 1/11 (1967-1969) passed away on August
28, 2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
Wapakoneta, OH. He was laid to rest in Greenlawn Cemetery, Wapakoneta,
OH.

Vincient H. Stephens, G Troop, 2/11 (1969) passed away on October 14,
2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Ardmore,
OK. He was laid to rest in Jehovah Cemetery.

Wilson B. Fields, 919th Engineer Company (1968-1969) passed away on
Manuel S. Tafoya, HHT Regiment (1970-1971) passed away on December 9,
October 22, 2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided
2011. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Belton,
in Cleveland, OK. He was laid to rest in Woodland Cemetery, Cleveland, OK.
TX. He was laid to rest in Killeen City Cemetery, Killeen, TX. Manual is also
a veteran of the Korean War.
Cornelius L. Gray, 541st MID (1966-1967) passed away on December 28,
2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Troy, NY.
He was laid to rest in St. Agnes Cemetery, Menands, NY. Cornelius is also
a veteran of World War II and Korea.
John M. Greeley, HHT Regiment (1969-1970) passed away on January 8,
2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Sausalito,
CA. He was laid to rest in Arlington National Cemetery, Arlington, VA. John
is also a veteran of the Korean War.
Charles L. Johnson, F Troop, 2/11 (1969-1970) passed away on May 29,
2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
Richmond, VA. He was laid to rest in Quantico National Cemetery, Triangle,
VA.
Charles W. Locklin, I Troop, 3/11 (1967-1968) passed away on December
19, 2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
Montgomery, AL. He was laid to rest in Reaves Chapel Memorial Cemetery,
Wilcox County, AL.

David R. Tessier, H Company, 2/11 (1970-1971) passed away on January
22, 2013. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
Littleton, CO. He was laid to rest in Shrine of Remembrance, Colorado
Springs, CO.
Ivan L. Trifon, L Troop, 3/11 (1967-1968) passed away on December 12,
2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Corpus
Christi, TX. He was laid to rest in Brookside Memorial Park, Houston, TX.
Robert W. Zwickel, G Troop, 2/11 (1969-1970) passed away on November
21, 2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
Broadview, MT. He was laid to rest in Broadview Cemetery, Broadview, MT.

You might want to make copies of these dog tags, place one on your
refrigerator and extra dog tags on your adult children’s refrigerators

William E. Manley, 409th Radio Research Detachment (1969) passed away on
June 24, 2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in
Greenwood, SC. He was laid to rest in Oakbrook Memorial Park, Hodges, SC.
Monsignor Francis Walter Montondon, Chaplain, HHT, 3/11 (1970-1971)
passed away on December 9, 2012. He was a LIFE member of the 11th
ACVVC and resided in Port Arthur, TX. He was laid to rest in Arlington
National Cemetery, Arlington, VA.
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The 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia

QM Store

#3 Bumper Sticker $2.00
#1 Coffee Mug $10.00

#2 Key Ring $4.00
#6 Blackhorse
Watch w/Metal
Band (men’s only)
$35.00

#7 Blackhorse Patch
Colored $4.00

#8 Blackhorse Patch
Subdued $4.00

#5 Blackhorse Watch
w/Leather Band (men’s
only) $35.00

#9 Cavalry Hat
$225.00

#4 Window
Sticker $2.00

#11 Flag, Indoor/Outdoor $50.00
#10 Belt, $30.00
#16 Tote Bag,
Embroidered $20.00

#13 License
Plate,
Blackhorse
$5.00

#17 Blackhorse
Pin $5.00

#15 Attache Case $30.00

#14 License Plate
Frame, Black
w/white letters
$10.00
#24 Men’s Ring, Gold &
Silver w/Diamonds
$430.00
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#21 Blackhorse Women’s
Sterling Pendant $45.00

#23 Men’s Ring, Gold &
Silver $380.00

#18 11th ACR
Regimental Crest
$5.00

#20 Vietnam
Blackhorse Pin,
Wreath $5.00

#31 Book:
Blackhorse Riders
$25.00
#25 Blackhorse
Coin $15.00

#19 Blackhorse
Cavalry Pin $5.00

#26 Magnetic
Blackhorse $5.00

#22 Gear Bag, Red $35.00
#27 Magnetic
Ribbon $4.00

#30 Book:
Vietnam Insights
$10.00

#28 Video
(DVD) Combat
Reports $30.00

#36. T Shirt, “My
Grandpa Rode
With The
Blackhorse” (Youth
sizes: S, M, L)
$20.00
#34 Book: The
Anonymous Battle
$16.00

#38a Old Blackhorse
Hat $12.00

#32 Book: The
Anonymous Battle :
Part II $16.00

#38b New Blackhorse
Hat $12.00

#37 Book, “American
Warrior” by ‘Doc’
Bahnsen $20.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt,
Ash/Black $18.00

#40a/b/c Golf Shirt, w/BH Insignia & VN
Ribbon, red/white/black $32.00

#43 Windbreaker, black w/snap front
& BH Insignia & VN Ribbon, $35.00

#41 Blue Dress Shirt, w/BH & VN
Ribbon $32.00
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#42 Blackhorse Jacket,
100% Nylon $95.00

Women's Corner
By Barb Moreno, 11th ACVVC Women’s Coordinator
s the fireworks shot off last night, we
watched the ball drop in New York
and the clock sounded midnight, we ushered in 2013. I now sit and try to imagine
what this year will bring for not only the
Moreno family but for our Blackhorse
families as well.
We have so much to celebrate and look
forward to this year. For my family, it’s
things like seeing my mom in good health
and about to celebrate her 92nd birthday,
our twin grandson’s entering the Tween
years, our trip not only to Indianapolis but
a return trip to Mount Rushmore. My sister and brother in law live closer to us now
so we’ll be seeing more of them and most
excitedly the upcoming wedding of our
niece. Yes so much to do this year and so
many plans to make. It will certainly be a
busy year for us.
I was thinking about our quilt the other
day. I haven’t had time to do anything
with it yet and really not that sure I will
get to it anytime soon. I may need to contact someone to put it all together. So if
you are a quilter contact me.
Those of you who did not get to finish
your piece please let me know and I will
send it to you to finish, otherwise please
do not get upset if I do not get it done in
time. The fabric markers needed to complete them can be bought in any craft store
and even in most Wal-Mart stores inexpensively.
We still have cookbooks left. Ladies,
we really do need to get them sold. I know
most of us have already bought what we
needed but if we don’t sell them, then we
will not have the funds to make any more
donations from the Women’s Group to the
organization, nor will we have the funds to
use to take any field trips or do any projects. I would really hate to see this happen
as we have come so far since the group
first started meeting back in 1998.
I was at that first meeting and it consisted of about a dozen women sitting in a
circle talking and crying about the ways
that their husbands changed while in Viet
Nam and since returning home. We have
since then introduced the program that is

A
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If any of you who live in or near our reunion site this year know of something that
you feel the women would enjoy doing or visiting please let me know. I am sort of
lost for ideas this year
now being done by the organization in
which someone from the VA comes in to
speak on different topics, to welcoming all
the first timers at the Saturday banquet, to
honoring those members of the 11th who
have passed on to Fiddlers Green.
We have over 100 ladies who have
become a part of our group. Please let’s
not go back to the past but move forward
with fun things to do. But to do this we
MUST sell the rest of our cookbooks.
Remember we ordered the bare minimum
we could.
We donated a total of 6 wreaths to
Arlington Cemetery this year. This is
great. Pam Hathaway attended the ceremonies and places these wreaths on the
graves of six of the many hero’s who have
been laid to rest there. Thank you Pam for
doing this huge honor for us, we are really grateful to you.
Next year we hope to be able to add at
least 2-4 more wreaths to our donated
number. But of course we can only do this
IF we sell the remainder of the cookbooks.
We also donated $200 to the Red Cross
to aide in the cleanup of Hurricane Sandy.
As many of you know I am a Jersey girl
and was very saddened to see that the
home I had lived in is now gone. The
boardwalk and beach that was my playground is no longer there. So our donation
will certainly help them to rebuild their
lives.
The registration forms for the reunion
in Indy should be out soon. I have started
to print the name tags and the meal cards

are almost done. So now it’s up to you all.
Mail your registration forms in as soon as
possible. Remember you can always cancel late if you need to. It does take a while
to do the name tags as they each need to be
done one by one. And the process is
lengthy. First after you send them out
either by mail or e-mail, they go to
Virginia where Ollie removes the money,
then after he has at least 10 of them he
sends them to us and we sort them and
make the name tag. Then Bob takes them
and records them into his charts and on the
web site. All in all this can take anywhere
from 2-4 weeks from start to finish. Then
to top it off this year I have a few obligations that will take me to Pennsylvania
several times before the reunion.
If any of you who live in or near our
reunion site this year know of something
that you feel the women would enjoy
doing or visiting please let me know. I am
sort of lost for ideas this year.
Well it’s rather late and Bob is on the
sofa sleeping, the dogs are curled up
sleeping on one of the blankets so I think
it is time to close this. But before I go, I
want to once again remind you of your
mission - to sell the rest of the cookbooks!
I hope to hear from several of you soon
concerning the books, the quilt, or ideas of
what to do at our meeting.
I hope this is a wonderful new year for
all of you and I look forward to seeing
each of you in Indy.
Barb Moreno
puppytoes8@gmail.com

Incoming...
Steven Spriggs ( 31st Engineers,
1968)...tells us that our sister organization, The Blackhorse Association, will
sponsor their 4th Annual Hoedown in
Orange County, CA on March 7, 2013 to

support their scholarship fund. Tickets
can be reserved for a $25 donation.
Reservations can be made and more information obtained by calling (949) 6735070.

Thunder Run

Quartermaster
ORDER FORM • 3rd QTR 2012
Item No.

11TH ARMORED CAVALRY’S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA

Product Description

$ Amt

1. Coffee Mug, white Acrylic 11oz w/full color Blackhorse insignia .......................................................................................... 10.00
2. Key ring, 1. 5 “ Embroidery square w/full color Blackhorse insignia ...................................................................................... 4.00
3. Bumper Sticker “I Rode With The Blackhorse” w/full color BH insignia .................................................................................. 2.00
4. Window Sticker, full color BH insignia and Vietnam service ribbon ........................................................................................ 2.00
5. Watch, BH insignia on face, leather band (indicate choice) r Man’s .................................................................................... 35.00
6. Watch, BH insignia on face, metal band (indicate choice) r Man’s ...................................................................................... 35.00
7. Blackhorse Shoulder Patch, Colored .................................................................................................................................... 4.00
8. Blackhorse Shoulder Patch, Subdued .................................................................................................................................... 4.00
!
9. Cavalry Hat, (rope & pin included in price) ............................................................................................................................
225.00
NEW
10. Blackhorse Belt – One size fits all ......................................................................................................................................
30.00
11. Flag, indoor/outdoor 3’x5’ with color insignia ...................................................................................................................... 50.00
13. License Plate, metal red & white background with crossed sabers & 11 ............................................................................ 5.00
14. License Plate Frame, metal, black w/Blackhorse 11th US Cavalry in white .......................................................................... 10.00
15. Attache Case w/shoulder strap 11.5” x 15.5” w/dir emb. BH insignia & VN rib .................................................................. 30.00
16. Tote Bag, red & black, 14xl1x6 w/full color BH insignia and VN rib ...................................................................................... 20.00
17. Blackhorse Pin .................................................................................................................................................................. 5.00
18. 11th ACR Regimental Crest ................................................................................................................................................ 5.00
19. Blackhorse Cavalry Pin, brass, 11 over crossed sabers ...................................................................................................... 5.00
20. Vietnam Blackhorse Pin w/wreath........................................................................................................................................ 5.00
21. Blackhorse Women’s Pendant w/chain, sterling silver w/full BH insignia ............................................................................ 45.00
22. Gear Bag, red with color BH insignia (11x11x21) ................................................................................................................ 35.00
23. Men’s Ring, gold & silver w/full color BH insignia on face (specify size) ............................................................................ 380.00
24. Men’s ring, gold, silver, & diamonds .................................................................................................................................... 430.00
25. Blackhorse Coin .................................................................................................................................................................. 15.00
26. Magnetic “Blackhorse” ........................................................................................................................................................ 5.00
27. Magnetic “Support Our Troops” Ribbon .............................................................................................................................. 4.00
28. Video: “Combat Reports” (DVD Only) .................................................................................................................................. 30.00
31 Book: “Blackhorse Riders”.................................................................................................................................................... 25.00
30. Book, “Vietnam Insights” by James Griffiths ........................................................................................................................ 10.00
32. Book, “Anonymous Battle II” (Picture not available).............................................................................................................. 16.00
34.Book, “The Anonymous Battle” by John Poindexter .............................................................................................................. 16.00
36. T Shirt, “My Grandpa Rode With The Blackhorse” (Youth sizes: S, M, L).............................................................................. 20.00
37. Book, American Warrior” by “Doc” Bahnsen........................................................................................................................ 20.00
38. Hat, Black Poplin adjustable w/full color direct embroidery Blackhorse insignia. r a (old) r b (new) ................................ 12.00
39. Blackhorse T-shirt, 100% cotton, preshrunk, full color BH insignia. Specify color: r ash r black .................................... 18.00
40. Golf Shirt, w/BH insignia and VN Ribbon: Specify color: r Red r White r Black ............................................................ 32.00
41. Blue dress or denim shirt (men’s) .......................................................................................................................................... 32.00
42. Blackhorse Jacket, 100% Nylon, zipper front, fleece lining w/full color BH insignia,
(6” back ), and ACVVC front left ............................................................................................................................................ 95.00
43. Windbreaker, black w/snap front, BH insignia & VN Ribbon ................................................................................................ 35.00
44. OTHER: Sale Items, Etc. ...................................................................................................................................................... ___ _____

Note: unless otherwise noted, all clothing items are available in size medium through size 3XL
Specify size and color preference of item requested.

Size

Qty

____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____
____

______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

$ Total
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______
______

____
____
____

______
______
______

______
______
______

____Subtotal ____

______

Shipping and Handling

______

Total

______

Shipping Costs: (Includes multiple Items)
A)
B)
C)
D)

$2.00
$6 00
$16.00
$61.00

— $5.00
— $15.00
— $60.00
and over

= $3.00
= $6.60
= $12.35
= $16.85

r Visa r Mastercard Card # ____________________________________________________Exp. Date

____________

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________
* If paying by check, please write your drivers license number on the check.
*Name ________________________________________________________________________Phone

____________________________

*Address ______________________________________________________________________Email ______________________________
*City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
r Check if address change
Please include the largest of chosen items S/H costs with your order. Maximum per order form charge is $14.55. Checks or Money Orders should
be made payable to 11th ACVVC. Allow six weeks for processing and delivery. ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Previous price lists are invalid.
Mail order to: 11th ACVVC Quartermaster, c/o Jerry Beamon, 15926 Cedar Bay Dr., Bullard, TX 75757. JerryLBea@aol.com
* Required info to process your order

31

11ACVVC

NONPROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
JACKSONVILLE, FL
PERMIT NO. 3

13194 Rettew Dr.
Manassas, VA 20112-7800
ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

From the Quartermaster...
Jerry Beamon

Hello All Blackhorse Troopers
Jerry Beamon, Quartermaster, 11th ACVVC
ope everyone had a great Holiday season. All has gone real
good here at your quartermaster store. We have closed out
last year on a positive note. Thank you so much. Jan and I are
hoping that you will start making plans now to see us in Indy this
year. Yes, it’s a long time away from now, so make your plans
early and avoid the last minute rush.
I was honored to have been selected for the John Quilter
Award in Orlando this past Reunion. I would to Thank Chaplin
Haworth for selecting me for this outstanding award.
Once again I ask you to pay attention to the shipping rates.
The Postal Rates have drastically changed again.

H

Also the East Texas Round up has been set for May 4th. In
Rusk, Texas at the Texas State Railroad, just 3 miles west of
downtown Rusk on Hwy. 84. For more info call Wayne Jacobitz
at 903-588-2898, or call Jerry Mitchell at 903-894-3851, email
jmitchell5@nctv.com. We would like to see you there if you live
close to the East Texas area. Give them a call and let’s get together for some fun & war stories. Last year a good turn out so come
by for a visit.
Our personal Thanks to Otis Carey and Bill Gregory who keep
us rocking here at your store. Thanks both of you so much we
appreciate all your hard work that you do for us. Jan & I are looking forward to serve you in this New Year.
ALLONS
Jerry

QUARTERMASTER CLEARANCE & FEATURED ITEMS
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Cavalry Hat
$225.00
(Item #9)

