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Because their fathers had, 
Words have a way of haunting me.  They 

stick in my head.  Before I realize where they 
came from, I am humming or mumbling 
them.  My eyes pop open and I look around 
and ask “where did that come from?” It is 
like when someone mentions Gettysburg 
and you think “four Score and seven years 
ago …” or, a politician starts talking about 
patriotism and you think the Declaration of 

Independence: “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident … “. Or even better for those of 
us who made the pledge, “I do solemnly 
swear to uphold the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign or 
domestic ….” 

On Memorial Day, this past May, words 
from the prayer/poem we recite at each 
reunion at our Memorial Service struck me 
as loudly and as sharply as the sound of a .50 

caliber discharge.  Those words “… their 
father had and their fathers had before” 
played on my mind. Like the machine gun 
round, that poem, Bury Me with Soldiers is 
so explosive with meaning that over the 
years, many of us have had to pause, catch a 
breath, and dry our eyes before we could 
continue the reading. It is such a great medi-
tation, a heart throbbing prayer, a lyric poem 

2023 Election of 11th ACVVC Officers
By Greg Mason, Secretary 

Three positions will be up for election 
this year during the General 

Membership Meeting to be held Saturday 
morning, September 23rd, during the 2023 
Reunion.  The three positions are Vice 
President, Treasurer and one Director.  

The Vice President and Treasurer will 
serve two-year terms beginning January 1, 
2024, and ending December 31, 2025.  The 
Director will serve a three-year term begin-
ning January 1, 2024, and ending December 
31, 2026. 

A special election will be held to fill the 
unexpired term of Vice President of Stephen 
Page who resigned earlier this year. An elec-

tion to fill the office of Vice President on a 
pro tem basis was held in June 2023 among 
the incumbent Officers and Directors and 
Allen Hathaway was elected until a special 
election could be held to fill the unexpired 
term for the period ending December 31, 
2023. 

All candidates must be Life Members of 
the 11th ACVVC.  Candidates will have an 
equal opportunity to state their qualifica-
tions at the General Membership Meeting.  
The elected candidates must be able to 
attend the annual reunion and participate in 
Board Meetings held during their elected 
term, that are generally held by conference 
call.  

Please turn to MEMORIAL DAY on page 13

Memorial Day Wreath Laying at The Wall

Please turn to ELECTION on page 3

3rd Quarter 2023 

State of the Reunion  
Steve Page, Reunion Chair, will no 

longer serve as the Reunion Chair. 
Steve had a health issue that prevented 
him from fulfilling his duties in that role. 
I initially played back for him, but his 
condition has not recovered sufficiently 
enough to continue in that role. He and 
Gerri will continue to join us at the 
reunions and that is what really matters. 
When you see him thank him for his long 
devotion to the 11th AVCVVC and the 
very professional job he did in planning 
our reunions. He set the standard and the 
template that we still follow.   

Please turn to REUNION on page 3
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In the 40 years the 11th ACVVC 
has been in existence it has 
accomplished many very positive 
things.  I will attempt to recap as 
many of those accomplishments 
as much as my space will allow.

In the process of building one 
of the most envied Military 
organizations around we have 
also built a Blackhorse family that 
has gone beyond the Troopers 
that served with the 11th Cav in 
Vietnam. Reunions began with a 
relatively small group of veterans, 

compared to the larger numbers of later years, and have 
grown to include their spouses, significant others, children, 
grandchildren, brothers, sisters, and friends.   

We watched our kids grow up, graduate from high school, and 
go off to college. Recognizing the cost of higher education, 
we started a scholarship fund that has given out $2,500,000 
to members, their children, and grandchildren. Not all want to 
attend a university, so we added trade schools to the program, 
which was a much-appreciated addition to the program. Each 
scholarship is dedicated to one of our KIA’s in Vietnam and a 
certificate honoring them is sent to the scholarship recipient. 
This is just another way to honor our brothers lost in combat 
and preserve their memory.   

In 2015 The Armor Center was moved from FT. Knox to 
Ft. Benning (now Ft. Moore). The membership decided 
that we should move our Memorial also. The Memorial 
was dismantled and then reassembled with the original 
monuments and memorial bricks along with major upgrade 
to the entire site.  All costs were largely covered by donations 
from our members with contributions and assistance from the 
Blackhorse Association. Also, all the work was done primarily 
by members of the 11th ACVVC, with help from the BHA. 
There have been several upgrades and updates along with 
needed maintenance. The cost of these were again covered 
by our members’ donations. We now have a fund held by the 
National Armor & Cavalry Heritage Foundation to be used for 
the long term maintenance of the site. Our Memorial is the most 
prominent structure in Patton’s Park and will be there long after 
we are gone, thanks to our members.    
 
Our first reunion in Arlington Texas drew 175 troopers that 
served with the 11th Cav in Vietnam. Over the years it has 

grown to a peak of 2,026 attendees in Louisville in 1996 
and 1,622 in San Antonio in 2016. These reunions serve 
to reunite our guys that lived, laughed, fought, and cried 
together in Vietnam. The reuniting of troopers who had not 
seen each other since they left Nam is an emotional event 
that brings tears and laughter, then hours of sharing photos 
and memories.  The bonds of war are reaffirmed and bring 
them back year after year to relive a part of their youth that 
for good or bad shaped the rest of their lives. A bunker is 
a place of physical safety and refuge, our reunion bunker 
provides that for our souls. Hence our motto, “Together then, 
Together again.”  The need to be together is strong enough 
to bring many back year after year, we have members that 
have attended every year. We still have Troopers that attend 
for the first time, a remarkable experience for everyone. We 
also assist Troopers that desire to attend a reunion and needs 
financial assistance, we have a fund for that and is discreetly 
provided. 

We also include our active-duty troops at Ft. Irwin. We 
invite them to join our reunions to be Color guard and guest 
speakers, or just to join us in Blackhorse comradery. They 
want to support us as much as we want to support them, if 
they can do it, they eagerly accept. In concert with the cadre 
at Ft. Irwin, we offer to recognize their achievements in the 
form of gift cards or sponsorship in Regimental activities. We 
want to stay in contact with them as they look up to us as 
being a defining part of the Blackhorse’s history and we see 
them as little brothers. 

Unfortunately, due to our age it has become harder to travel. 
Sadly we are also losing members at an accelerated rate 
from diseases rooted in our time in Vietnam and natural 
causes. But we have family members of lost Troopers, both 
in Vietnam and since, that still attend our reunions. This is 
a testament to the bond we all have as they have become 
members of our Blackhorse family. Last year we had more 
guests than Troopers.      
     

This is the link to more info on our reunions-  
www.11thcavnam.com/reunion/Past%20Reunion.htm

Our regularly printed newsletter is always eagerly awaited 
by all our members. It is professionally done and contains 
articles and poems our members have written and pictures 
that they took in Vietnam.  

President’s Message Frank Church

Please turn to “President’s Message” on page 3
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11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia (11ACVVC)
Thunder Run (©2000 11th ACVVC) is the official publication of The 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam 
and Cambodia (11th ACVVC), P.O. Box 956, Colleyville, TX 76034; a notforprofit organization. It is published three 
times a year by Master Printing + Mailing, 95 Pelret Industrial Pkwy, Berea, OH 44017, MasterPrintingGroup.com 
for members of the organization. All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any way 
without the written consent of the 11th ACVVC.
Thunder Run covers present and future interests of the organization that includes membership and reunion  
information, various fund raising activities, and other items relative to the membership. Submissions are welcome 
and encouraged. Correspondence and inquiries concerning Thunder Run should be made in writing to:   

 Editor, “Thunder Run,” Peter L. Walter, 8 Tallowood Dr., Westampton, NJ 08060-3721.

President  Frank T. Church, (G Troop, ‘69-’70)
  2917 N. Vista Way
  Payson, AZ 85541
  <fchurch4@aol.com>
  (386) 365-0487

Vice President Allen Hathaway, (HHT Regiment, ‘66-‘67)
Membership 13194 Rettew Dr.
KIA Issues/ Manassas, VA 20112
Website Mgr  <11thcav1966@comcast.net>
& Operation (703) 791-6610 
Embrace

Secretary & Gregory R. Mason, (HHT 3/11, ’68-’69)
Silent Auction  4636 W Knights Griffin Road
Co-Chm.   Plant City, FL  33565
  <gregrmason311@gmail.com>
  (813) 754-2980

Treasurer  Ollie W. Pickral, (K Troop 3/11, ‘68-‘69)
  571 Ditchley Road
  Kilmarnock, VA 22482
  <11cavalry@verizon.net>
  (804) 435-3658 

Director -  Mike “Doc” Rafferty, (G Trp, 2/11, ‘69-‘70) 
Scholarship Chm.  5837 Habanero Dr.
& Silent Auction Las Cruces, NM 88012  
Co-Chm.  <platoonmedic36@gmail.com> 
  (575) 915-2921

Director -  Robert “Bob” Moreno, (G Trp, 2/11, ‘68-’69) 
Reunion   24284 Endeaver Ave
Registration Tomah, WI 54660  
  <gtroopbob@gmail.com>
  (608) 372-5892

Director -  Peter L. “Pete” Walter, (How Bat, 3/11, 1970) 
Funeral Honor  8 Tallowood Drive
Guard  Westampton, NJ  08060
Thunder Run & basepiece70@verizon.net
Calendar Editor 609-261-5629

Quartermaster Barbara Brown
  P.O. Box 475
  Wellington, CO  80549
  <barb@finishlineawards.com>
  (866) 510-4550 

Chaplain  Blandin W. “Bill” Karabinos, (HHT 2/11, ‘71-‘72)
  7312 Little Creek Road
  Toano, VA 23168
  <blandinkarabinos@gmail.com>
  (757) 566-8885  

Facebook  Robert Kickenweitz (HHT Reg’t, ‘66-‘67)
Manager  155 Hickory Tavern Rd
  Gillette, NJ 07933
  <bobk11acr@comcast.net>
  (908) 803-3455
 

Women’s Group  Sheryl Myers 
Coordinator  19155 Royal Troon Drive
  Monument, CO 80132
  <sheryl.e.myers@gmail.com>
  (571) 721-9189 

Veterans’  Chuck Bosko (F Trp, 2/11, ‘69-‘70)
Information 1230 Robin Hood Lane  
  La Grange Park, IL  60526
  <chuckbosko@att.net>
  (708) 205-3541

Historian  Don Snedeker
  38888 Sandpiper Circle
  Frankfort, DE  19945
  <blackhorse7478@gmail.com>
  (571) 215-9610  

Tax Auditor/ Dennis  Freeman (HHT, 2/11, ’70-’71)
Finance   Novato, CA 
Committee
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President’s Message   Continued from Page 1

It keeps the membership informed of the activities of our 
organization by way of messages written by the Chairpersons 
of our various committees, remembers those that have gone 
on to Fiddlers Green, and gives credit for donations from our 
members. The annual calendar is another highly anticipated 
publication. It is also a high-quality publication that contains 
pictures of daily life with the 11thCav in Vietnam. It is easy 
to imagine that we see ourselves in many of those pictures.  
Families of departed Troopers still request them, and they are 
given with no conditions, they are still our family.  
 

When we get notification of one of our guys that has passed 
on Troopers in the immediate area of their home are notified 
and requested to attend to represent the 11th Cav. This is 
very much appreciated by the families and is an honor for 
the representatives. They are also remembered in our reunion 
Memorial Service by way of reading their names in the 
presence of the members and it is a very emotional event. Our 
Chaplain sends a letter of condolence to the family and our 
Blackhorse Women’s Group makes and sends prayer shawls 
to the surviving spouses as a remembrance. We also make 
effort to find burial sites of our Troopers to order to assure the 
grave is clean and noticeable then we salute them and say 
their name one more time.    

Our annual reunions are concluded each year with a banquet 
that recognizes individuals that have made distinctive 
contributions to our organization’s success. The ceremonies 
are ended with our Blackhorse salute video that honors the 
sacrifices that we made as young men in answering our 
country’s call to serve bravely and proudly. More importantly 
it remembers, honors those that did not return. Our banquet 
program is emotional and therapeutic. We get many requests 
for copies of the video.   

I have spent a lot of words on the good things that the 
11thACVVC has done. It is a broad look that does not 
include lesser-known activities but when put together it 
creates a more comprehensive representation of all that we 

have accomplished. All the above would not be possible 
without the dedication and hard work done by the leaders of 
our organization. It started with finding 20,000 thousand of 
the 25,000 men that served with Regiment in Vietnam and 
resulted in a total membership of over 10,500 - the current 
membership base is 7,000. Maintaining that database was and 
continues to be a monumental task. A current membership 
base is critical for the success of any organization. Without 
that we could not do all the things that make us who we are. 
Future articles will have detailed accounts of the good things 
that we have done and continue to do.     
  

Over the years our leaders have managed the organization’s 
activities in a competent and prudent manner. They work year-
round to keep the organization running smoothly and maintain 
a healthy financial state, and we have ample funds to continue 
all these good things well into the future. Doing all this is not 
an easy job. It requires daily commitment to the tasks of 
being in a leadership position. But they do it willingly, unlike 
many other Military organizations, they do not get, or ask, for 
compensation for that work. For me the pay is in being part of 
the good times we all have while being together.    

We also acknowledge that the members are our most valuable 
asset, without them there would be no 11th ACVVC.  They 
are the ones that come to the reunions every year, they are 
ones that give generously of their time and money to the many 
activities that have provided continued for our success and 
accomplishments.    

I am honored to have been chosen to lead the 11th Armored 
Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia. Thank you all 
for your support.

Allons,   
Frank

“We were, we are, we will always be,  
proud Blackhorse Troopers”

NOTICE!  NEW DEADLINES FOR SUBMISSIONS TO THUNDER RUN! 
At our 39th annual reunion in Omaha, Nebraska, the motion was made and passed to: 
“Reduce the number of issues to three per year.”  
 

New Deadlines- Due dates to submit articles for Thunder Run 

1st Third ....................................................................................February 1 

2nd Third .........................................................................................June 1 

3rd Third .....................................................................................October 1 

All submissions for publication must be sent to: Peter L. Walter, 8 Tallowood 
Drive, Westampton, NJ 08060-3721; or email to:  basepiece70@verizon.net. 
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State of the Reunion
Tulsa Oklahoma is the destination for our 2025 reunion. The first thing you need to know is the phone number for Hyatt 
Regency Tulsa is different from the numbers previously published, they are call centers and may not have accurate 
information. The number in the 4th quarter 2024 Thunder Run and the 2025 calendar are not for room reservations. The 
correct number is 918-234-1234. 
 
The registration form in this edition of Thunder Run has been updated. Please use only this number. These are the details 
for reservations: 

September 2, 2025-September 7, 2025
Hyatt Regency Tulsa, 100 E. Second St. Tulsa, OK 74103

Reservations by phone:  918-234-1234 
On-line:  https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/TULRT/G-ACVV 

Scooter Rental: T-Town Mobility 918-600-2112 On -Line: stephanie@ttownmobility.com 
 
  
We were given an $8,000 rebate from Visit Omaha as an incentive to hold  our 2024 reunion there if we met a specified 
attendance. We met that requirement and received the funds. The officers unanimously agreed to give that money back 
to the members. Thanks to the work of Laura Stevenson of Helms Brisco, Daniel Sidock of Sidock Hospitality, and the Hyatt 
Regency staff, we were able to make it happen. As a result of that I am very pleased to tell you that there will be a $10 
per night room rate off-set for Wednesday -Saturday. The contracted rate of $149 per night is still the room rate but $10 
per night will be deducted from your bill upon checkout. Just be aware that the $10 will be subject to tax included in the 
discount. 

For general information: pets are allowed up to 50 lbs. There is no dedicated shuttle service from the airport other than 
general service to downtown. We get a 20% discount at the Daily Grill located in the hotel, but you will need to tell the 
staff that you are with the 11th ACVVC to get the discount, they will not automatically apply it. Self-parking is $10 per 
night. Wi-Fi is complimentary. All functions will be in the hotel, no sky walks, and they accept cash. The 71st Regimental 
Commander of the 11th ACR COL. Kevin Black from Ft. Irwin has accepted our invitation to be guest speaker and hopefully 
will bring along a color guard. I will continue with any needed updates in future Thunder Run editions.     
  
I am looking forward to seeing you in Tulsa.
Frank

To the 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and 
Cambodia, 

As the 71 st Colonel of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, 
it is both an honor and a privilege to serve in this esteemed 
role, leading a unit with such a storied history and vital 
mission: I come to this position with a deep appreciation 
for the legacy of the Blackhorse Regiment and a steadfast 
commitment to excellence in all that we do. Over the course 
of my career, I have had the privilege of serving in various 
leadership roles across combat, training, and operational 
environments, all of which have prepared me to lead this 
exceptional Regiment. 

The Blackhorse has consistently exemplified courage, 
resilience, and professionalism throughout its distinguished 
history, from the battlefields of Vietnam to our modern role 
as the Army’s premier training force. Under my command, 
the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment remains steadfast in its 
mission to train and prepare Soldiers for the complexities 
of the modern battlefield. This critical work would not be 

possible without the invaluable support of the Blackhorse 
Association, whose dedication ensures)hat the legacy of our 
Regiment continues to inspire and endure. 

Looking forward, I am committed to fostering a strong 
partnership between the Regiment and the Blackhorse 
Association. Together, we will honor our shared history 
while strengthening the bonds between past and present 
Blackhorse Troopers and their families. Your steadfast 
support is a source of great inspiration, and I look forward 
to working alongside you to uphold the proud traditions of 
the Blackhorse. Thank you for your unwavering dedication 
to our Regiment.

Kevin T. Black

71st Colonel 
11th Armored Cavalry Regiment

Message from COL Kevin T. Black, 71st Colonel of the Blackhorse
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Preliminary, subject to change

11th ACVVC                                                
40th Reunion Schedule

    Tulsa, Oklahoma 
 September 2-7, 2025 

Tuesday, Sept. 2,  3:00 PM Rooms available for set up                                   
No Reunion Functions Storage - Diplomat/Executive

Wednesday, Sept 3
10:00 am - 5:00 pm Quartermaster Store open Oklahoma Ballroom
2:00 pm - 6:00 pm Registration Weather Center

2:00 pm - 12:00 am Bunker Tulsa Ballroom
5:00 pm - 8:00 pm BOD meeting Executive Office
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Silent Auction Items Accepted Weather Center

Thursday, Sept. 4
8:00 am - 3:00 pm 32nd Annual Marty Ognibene Golf Outing TBA
9:00 am - 5:00 pm Quartermaster Store Open Oklahoma Ballroom
2:00 pm - 6:00 pm Registration Weather Center

2:00 pm - 12:00 am Bunker Open Tulsa Ballroom
1:00 pm - 5:00 pm Silent Auction items accepted Weather Center

Friday, Sept. 5
9:00am-2:00pm Blackhorse Women's Tour and Lunch TBA

9:00 am - 5:00 pm Quartermaster Store Open Oklahoma Ballroom
10:00am-12:00am Veterans Seminar Promenade Ballroom B
1:00 pm - 4:00 pm Silent Auction Items Accepted Weather Center
2:00 pm - 9:00 pm Registration Open Weather Center

2:00 pm - 12:00 am Bunker Open Tulsa Ballroom
6:30 pm-8:30 pm Silent Auction Sell Off Promenade Ballroom A

8:30 pm - 9:00 pm Silent Auction Pay/Pick Up Promenade Ballroom A

Saturday, Sept. 6 
9:00 am - 12:00 pm Annual Membership Meeting Promenade C/D

9:00am-12:00pm Blackhorse Womens Group Promenade Ballroom B
9:00 am -1:30 pm Quartermaster Open Oklahoma Ballroom
1:30 pm- 3:00pm Memorial Service Promenade Ballroom C/D
3:00pm -5:00pm Quartermaster Open Oklahoma Ballroom

1:30 pm - 3:00 pm Registration Open for Late Arrivals Weather Center
5:45-6:45 Cocktail Hour (Cash Bar) Tulsa Ballroom

6:00 Banquet room Doors Open
7:00pm 10:pm Banquet, Presentations and Salute Tulsa Ballroom

10:00pm-1:00pm Dancing (DJ) Tulsa Ballroom Foyer

Sunday, Sept. 7
10:00 am - 11:00 am  Worship Service Promenade Ballroom B

All Day        Farewells and Safe Travels No space Required
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Scholarship Fund 

Platinum Level 

Anonymous  

Gold Level 

Henshaw, Russell 
     In Memory of “Paul  
     Myers, Medic” 
Cartwright, Wavely 
Bonds, Larry 
Bowen, Alfred 
Anonymous  
     In Memory of Jake  
     Watrous 
Carr, Mark 
Young, James 

Bronze Level 

Page, Steve 

Assistance Fund 

Gold Level 

Gehring, Joseph 
     In Memory of 
     Yolanda Gehring 

Memorial Fund 

Platinum Level 

Wayne, Mollhoff 
Gold Level 

Worthey, Donna 
     In Memory of Larry  

     Cole 
Scott, Larry 
Coopet, Joseph 
Stoll, Ned 
Bradshaw, Anthony 

Silver Level 

Durr, Merritt 

Calendar Fund 
Gold Level 

Schubert, Jack 
Wheeler, Richard 
Monson, Lyle 
Simmons, Michael 
Hathaway, Frederick 
     In Honor of Peter L.  

     Walter 
Hernandez, Jacqui 
Twigg, Paul 
Patch, Buzz 
Hipps, William 
Sowell, Jerry 
Scott, Charles 
McDaniel, Romaine 
     In Honor of Thomas 
     E. Barnett 
Tepper, Elliott 
Vicario, Raymond 
McHenry, Philip 
Davis, James 
Marotta, Robert 

Silver Level 

Bradshaw, Anthony 

Long, Robert 
Confer, Richard 
Woodruff, Doris 
     In Memory of Leon  
     Woodruff 
Caldwell, Ronald 
Phelps, Charles 
Norris, Michael 
Starbucks, Todd 
Ostrom, David 
Tidwell, Phillip 
Bradshaw , Anthony 
Enloe, Ernest 
Wooldridge, Barry 
Murphy, Robert 

Bronze Level 

Alfred, Hubert 

Vaughan, Travis 
Pressgrove, Fletcher 
Henson, Donald 
Lamgo, Floyd 
Bird, Robert 
Vanhorn, David 
Smiley, Paul 
Green, James 
     In Memory of  
     George S. Deckon 
Figueroa, Michael 
Newton, Kenneth 
Boyce, Roger 
Stalnaker, Patrick 
Laite, Allan 
Smith, Sherman 

  DDoonnoorr  LLeevveellss::                                     PPllaattiinnuumm  LLeevveell  $$550000++                            GGoolldd  LLeevveell  $$110000--$$449999                          SSiillvveerr  LLeevveell  $$5500--$$9999                                            BBrroonnzzee  LLeevveell  $$11--$$4499  

Members donations are used for the sole purpose for which they are intended. Whether it be for Scholarship, Reunion Assistance, 
Memorial or the General Fund, member donations are used to support that specific fund. (IMO = In Memory of)

11th ACVVC DONATIONS

Preparing for a funeral can be a difficult 
and confusing process. Veterans, service 
members, and their families may be entitled 
to VA burial benefits to help plan and pay for 
burial, funeral service, and transportation 
costs. Veterans can plan their legacy with VA 
burial and memorial benefits 

 
No one wants to leave their family with 

large burial and funeral expenses. VA’s com-
passionate and professional memorial and 
burial services can help ease families through 
loss and save them thousands of dollars. If 
you are a Veteran, service member, spouse or 
dependent, you may be eligible for burial in 
a VA national cemetery and other benefits. 
These benefits include: 
●  Access to more than 140 national cemeter-
ies, 95 of which are open to interments of 
caskets or cremated remains. Specific burial 
options are limited to those available at a 
cemetery and will vary based on availability. 
●  A United States flag, provided at no cost, 
to drape the casket or accompany the urn of 
a Veteran who served honorably in the U.S. 
Armed Forces. 
●  A single headstone, columbarium niche 
cover or a flat marker for a Veteran’s final 
resting place, whether in a private, state or 

national cemetery. 
●  A medallion for use on a headstone, or 
other memorial in a private cemetery, to indi-
cate a deceased person’s Veteran status. 
Multiple sizes are available, and VA delivers 
the headstone or marker anywhere in the 
world at no cost. 
●  A Presidential Memorial Certificate – an 
engraved certificate signed by the current 
president that honors the memory of honor-
ably discharged Veterans – for families of 
deceased Veterans. 
VA also provides burial benefits to partially 
offset the cost of burial expenses, plot costs 
and transportation costs for a Veteran’s 
remains. These benefits are paid at different 
rates based on whether the Veteran’s death 
was service-connected or non-service con-
nected. More information on burial benefits 
compensation is available at VA.gov.  
VA will pay the first living person to file a 
claim as listed below: 
●  The Veteran’s surviving spouse, or 
●  The survivor of a legal union between the 
deceased Veteran and the survivor, or 
●  The Veteran’s children, regardless of age, 
or 
●  The Veteran’s parents or the surviving par-
ent, or 

●  The executor or administrator of the 
deceased Veteran’s estate, or the person act-
ing for the deceased Veteran’s estate. 
How to apply for benefits 
When applying for burial and memorial ben-
efits, there are basic forms that must be com-
pleted, including: 
●  VA Form 21P-530 for burial benefits 
(must be received within two years of burial 
or cremation) 
●  VA Form 40-1330 for a headstone, grave 
marker or niche marker 
●  VA Form 40-1330M for a medallion to be 
placed on a privately purchased headstone or 
marker 
●  VA Form 40-0247 for a Presidential 
Memorial Certificate 
●  VA Form 27-2008 for a United States flag 
for burial purposes 

The VA Survivors and Burial Benefits Kit 
provides instructions on how to apply for 
each benefit and includes copies of the VA 
forms needed, so you can familiarize your-
self with them now. Current versions of these 
forms (and more) are available on VA.gov. 
The Survivors and Burial Benefits Kit also 
includes tips on how to fill out applications 
with examples of completed forms. 

Burial and Memorial Benefits for Veterans

General Fund
PLATINUM LEVEL 

David Coover
In Honor of Peter Walter

Diersch Family  
Foundation

Arthur Ehrenberg
The Silvernail Family
IMO Marty Silvernail

 
GOLD LEVEL

George Dunn

Scholarship 
Fund

PLATINUM LEVEL 
David Coover

In Honor of Peter Walter
Diersch Family  

Foundation
Arthur Ehrenberg 
James Gelsomin
Thomas Kirchoff
Daniel Rambo

IMO Arthur Rambo
Everett Roper

The Silvernail Family
IMO Marty Silvernail

John Tamulonis
 

GOLD LEVEL
Wavely Cartwright

Mason Epperly
John Hrom

Edward Lumpp
Britt Miller

Richard Morris
Harold Nichols

Jill Nixon
Dale O’Dell

IMO Richard (Rick)
Leo Pierce

John Poindexter
Patricia Puskarich

James Ritter
John Roppolo

IMO SP 5 Dan Nutter
Jim Southerland
Richard Stobbs
William Stokes

Patrick Vaughan

SILVER LEVEL
David Corriveau
James . Davis

Stanley Hopkins
Albert Jackson
Kenneth Ray

Lawrence Vandeventer

BRONZE LEVEL 
Robert Garrott

Cousin ITT
Earl Lane

Dennis Lane
Alfred Pankey
Joseph Peters 

 
Calendar Fund
PLATINUM LEVEL 

John Atchley
Frank Church
Dennis Creal
Steve Dennis

William Gaston
Richard Justesen

Larry Swartz
Peter Wallace
Ralph Ware
Eddie Wood 

GOLD LEVEL
Daniel Ahrens

Kevin Andersen
Jackson Andrews
William Bachman
John Ballantyne
Martin Balzarini

Lawrence Bernthouse
Donald Barrett

William Barrows
James Belver
James Bland
James Blawat

Carlton Bledsoe
Daniel Bock

George Bostick
Mary Ellen Bourdeau

IMO Michael Bourdeau
Robert Branford

Bill Brawn
Warren Bricker

Grey Brill
Ronald Brockwell
Timothy Brooks
Wade Browder

Carl Brown
Max Burdick
Chuck Burr

Dwight Calhoun
Frank Caruso
Victor Caso

Salvatore Cassano
Roderick Castle
Robert Chappell

James Chesemore
Warren Childress
Frank Christenson
Stephen Clement
David Connolly
Jery Cornelius

Douglas Courtad
Alan Cox

Ralph Cox
Richard Crabbs
David Crawford

Robert Croft
Phillip Croskey
Gary Crowder

John Cunningham
Guy Cuporiccio
Michael Cupp

Phil Dalton
David Daniels

Larry Dart
August Daub
Greg  Davis

George Davis
Matthew Davis
Joseph Decker
Ralph Demasi
Richard Dewitt

Anthony Dicaprio
Arthur Dowding
Charles Drake
Larry Dumdei

IMO   
Charles M. Dumdei 

Timothy Dunphy
Frank Edwards

Jerald Eichelberger
Ken  Ellingson

William Emanuel
James Eriser
Steven Evens
Thomas Fagan
George Fancher

William Fedorinchik
Grady Ferrill
Jose Fierro
John Filbert

Arthur Finnerin
John Fiscor

Kenneth Fisher
James Flaig

John Flanagan
Peter Fletcher

James Foreman
Martin Franklin

Leo Frizzell
Howard Gilbert
Robert Gilbert
Charles Gill

John Glauner
Douglas Gloege
Ralph Gordon
John Graber

James Graham
Raymond Graham
William Graham

William Gray
Charles Greek
James Griffiths

Earl Grundy
Gerald Guenthardt

Gerald Gulley
Joseph Guy
Troy Gwinn

Charles Hack
James Hanna
E.B. Hardin

Robert Hawley
Joseph Headrick
Dale Heideman
Thomas Helm
Aaron Henicke

Russell Henshaw
John Herb

Larry Herrington 
L.R. Hicks

Andrew Hilden
Donald Hines

Francis Hinnegan
William Hipps
John Hoefler

Ewald Hoelker
Donald Hines

Francis Hinnegan
William Hipps
John Hoefler

Ewald Hoelker
Larry Holloway

Nicholas Hryadil
Richard Hund
David Husing
Cousin ITT 

James Iverson
Michael Jaggard

Ken Jankel
Richard Jeranek

Jeffrey Jeter
Michael Kathman

Doris Keator
Steven Keller
Dennis Kelly

Richard Kenyon
Richard Kern

Paul Kern
Jonathan Kerrick
Wayne Kirkpatrick

Earl Klein
John Klinepeter

Robert Klink
Lewis Klinn

Steven Krieg
Gregory Krinock
Frederick Kyle
Bruce LaMere

Raynald Lebrun
Norman Lenger

James Lewis
Jeffrey Lopez
Carroll Ludwig
Edward Lumpp

Sheldon Manthei
Anthony Marquez

Troy Marshall
Jon Masley

Michael Mason

Edmund Mc Grail
James McCoy

James McEliece
Thomas McGee
James McGill
John McGrail

Michael McGreevy
Thomas Meyer
William Meyer

Michael Meyrick
Willie Migues
John M. Miller
Marsha Miller

IMO Louis Miller
Richard Miller

S. Millon
Charles Minakowski

Donald Miner
Wayne Mollhoff

Alfred Mori
Glenn Morris

Matthew Morrissey
Joseph Muchesko

John Nagel
Lou Nelson
Lee Nelson
John Nelson

Gary Newman
Harold Nicklas
Danny Norris
George Norris
Arsen Norsian

David O’Connell
Timothy O’Neill
Michael Pash
Buzz Patch

William Paulsen
Walter Peacock

Bert Pehr
Donald Pemberton

Craig Perrin
Edward Phillipp

Frederick Pimental
Lee Pryor

Ruben Quinlan
Eladio Quinones
Theador Rauh
Jack Rawlings
Kenneth Ray

Sylvester Redmond
Johnnie Reynolds
Michael Reynolds
George Richeson

Howard Rinne
Arlise Robinson

John Rogen
Ronald Rubas
Jack Runion

W. Arthur
Terry Stivers

Michael Stresser
William Strycker
Robert Suever

Max Sweet
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Michael Taylor
Donald Timmons

Jon Todd
Glenn Tonks
Arturo Torres
Paul Torres

Stephen Tracy
Thomas Turrentine

Richard Vail
Bill Van Burger
Jerry Van Matre

Kirk Vanderbogart
Frank Varljen

Mark Wadopian
Clinton Waldroop
Scott Wardrope
Charlie Watkins
Michael Watkins
Dennis Weachter

Mark Webb
Thomas Whitson
Eric Wickstrom

Thomas Williams
Janelle Willis
Steve Wilson

Terrence Witzel
Fredrick Wolfe

Okey Wolfe
G.A. Wright

James Wyrosdick
William Yost

SILVER LEVEL
James Adamonis
William Anderson
Allen Andreasen
Jerry Andrews
William Apholz
Gordon Arabian

Patrick Arble
Larry Arft

David Bachler
Marvin Baker
Robert Baker

Richard Bakos
William Baronti

Elwood Barrows
C. Frederick Beard

William Bellamy
Ronald Bench

Joachim Benitez
John Benson

Joseph Berenda
Manuel Birch

Clarence Blackman
John Blaisdell
Allen Blayer

Christopher Bostelman
Melvin Braddy
Joel Brewer

Joseph Brophy
Doug Bryant

John P. Burns
R. Frank Butley
Richard Canuel

Joseph Carosella
Samuel Cassen
Larry Cavinder
Larry Chavez
Carey Chin

David Christman
John Cirjak

Douglas Clack
Floyd Clark

Gary Coates
L.E. Cofty

Joe Commons
Frank Coney

Richard Conway
Joseph Costa
Ronald Cox

G. William Cramer
David Craugh
Michael Cricco

Gary Culver
K. Lee Curtis

David Cusman
Allen Davenport

Barry Derick
Leray DeWit

Kenneth Dodson
John Duckwall

Billy Duke
Rodney Dyer

F. Kenny Edwards
Steven Ehrets
Billy England
Albert Fariello

Darrell Fixx
W. Flanagan
Willie Fogle
Paul Foley

Dennis Forehan
Harold Fremd
Harold Fritz
John Frum
Arlan Fust

Oliver Futch
Blaine Gadberry
James Gaines

Gary Gann
David Gauld

Richard Gibson
Ross Glatzer

Dalton Gordon
Denis Graffum
Paul Greany

William Grisham
Jesse Guerena

Ted Gwinn
Ronald Halama
Jeffrey Hanson
Michael Harvey
Allen Hathaway
Ronnie Hayne
Dwane Hein

William Heiser
Alan Helene
Paul Herman
Herbert Hertel

David Hice
Elmer Hill

William Hobbie
Thomas Holland
Lawrence Hoover
Dennis Hoponick
Michael Horvatic
John Humbertson
Thomas Johnson
Howard A. Jones
John Journeay

Thomas Juskiewicz
Roger Justison

Blandin Karabinos
Ernest Kauppi

John Kerr
Mark Kersey

Michael Kirkpatrick

Harold Kittelson
Ronald Klopfer
Anthony Koch

J. Rudolph Kohler
Richard Kotek

Jerome Kotwica
George Krcelich

Bill Lancaster
Daniel Lang
Gary Lantrip

George Lawrence
Gerard Lessard

David Like
Michael Looney
Joseph Lopez

Ross Lyle
Michael Lynch
James Madelle
John Magnarelli

Raymond Majewski
Robert Malewski

Bernard Malnarick
Anthony Manfredi

Harold Mann
Bruce Manow

Gregory Mason
Glen Massengale
Glenn McLendon
Michael McMillin
Scott McRoberts

Michael Meier
Emma Melo

Stephen Mills
Evelyn Missey
Jerry Mitchell

Lynn Montgomery
D.C. Moodie
Pansy Moody
William Moore
Clifton Morris

Charles Morrow
John Mulrath

Thomas Murphy
Joseph Nacier

Andrew Neighbors
Dale Newcomb
David Norton
Chuck Nute

James Oberding
Patrick Olechny
Richard O'Neil

David Orth
John Ottenbreit

Tim Parker
Andrea Payne

IMO William F. Payne
John Peckham

Donald Petrusko
Constance Pisciotta

Clifton Plisch
Alexander Powell

Henry Price
Jay Proctor

Willie Proctor
Larry Puckett
John Pudelek
Daniel Quinn

Paul Radzwillas
Michael Rafferty
Samuel Ramnytz

Kim Raseman
R.K. Rehberg
Edgar Reinfeld
Frank Renda

Craig Rensland
David Richmond
Oakley Riggsby
Sammie Rogers

Myron Rosendahl
Patrick Rundle

William Sampolski 
Brenner Sayers
Kenneth Sayers

Paul Schaunaman
Francis Schoettle

Charles Scott
Gary Scott
Larry Scott

David Seymour
Raymond Shakow
Charles Simpson
Lonnie Simson
Robert Lee Six

Dale Smith
Horace Smith

Thomas V. Smith
William Smith

Tony Snow
Francis Solis
Reggie Spear

Wilson Sproehnle
Eustacchio Staffieri

John Stanley
Richard Steedley

H.G. Stogner
George Swanson
Robert Swonke

James Tankovich
Raymond Tarr

Thomas Templer
Christine Tenik

John Thompson
Harrison Thrasher
Andrew Trabanco

Chris  Tragakis
Gary Traw

R.M. Tumlin
John Venhoff
Jay Villwock
Jeffrey Voss
Robert Wagg
Lynne Walton
Bruce Watson

IMO Sandra Watson
David Watters
Henry Weege
Keith Weeks
Floyd Welton
George West
James White

Willie Whitfield
Truyen Williams
Scott Wisdom

Roddy Woodson
Dennis Worley
Stephen Wright

John Yates
Lee Zaiontz

Steven Zellmer
 

BRONZE LEVEL 
William Agosti
Hugo Aldrich

Malcolm Alestra
William Allender
Harvey Amen

David Anderson
Harold Anderson

Frederic Angeline
Daniel App

Nasario Arellano
James Argo

William Austin
Bruce Bach

Luke Bachan
Dean Bacon
David Bailey
Daina Baker

Edward  A. Baker
Nancy Baker
David Bangs

Patricia Banks
David Barnes

Joseph Barnes
Leonard Barnhill
Robert Bassett
Stephen Bauer
Reggie Bechard

Ernest Behm
Edward Beliunas

Gregory Bell
Harold Belville

David Benedetti
Ronald Bennett

Theodore Bergstrom
David Berry
Roger Berry

Timothy Berry
Robert Bird

James Blankenship
Michael Blose

Wayne Bockman
Thomas Bohlin
Joseph Bohr

Robert Bomba
Claude Bond

Charles Bonfanti
Dennis Bostwick

Virgil Boswell
Robert Boutieller
Thomas Bowling

Roger Boyce
Douglas Braendel

Janet Branham
Robert Brennick
Edward Brooks 
Grail Brookshire

Gary Brown
Concetta Brydge
Nathan Buchholz

Gary Buckley
Randy Budo

Michael Buehre
Rocco Bufano
Johnie Bullard
Bradley Burch
Joseph Burke

Allan Burnworth
Lonnie Burris
John Byers

Paul Bystrak
Donald Callahan
Jimmie Campbell
Eugene Canale

Roy Capper
James Carnal
Patrick Carney
Jess Carpenter

Armando Carrillo
Walter Casten
John Cebalo

William Charbeneau
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Ronald Charette
Loida Chavez

Roderick Chisholm
Burt Christensen

Gus Christian
Michael Churness
Dennis Ciborowski
Joseph Cizmadia
William Cleveland

Stephen Cobb
Kermit Collier
Darrel Colson
Joseph Comer
Bob Compton

Danny Connelly
James Conroy
Daniel Conte
Danny Cook

Gregory Cook
Jackie Cooper
P.F. Cordero
John Corey
John Costa
Daniel Cox

Charles Crommett
Jack Crook

Michael Cross
John Crouthamel
Anthony Crudele

Charles Cunningham
Daniel Czerepuszko
Joseph Czerwinski

Samuel Czys
Merlin Dais

David Dalton
Harlan Damron
Ronald Daniel
Robert Daniels
William Daniels
Benny Dassler
Herbert Daub

Larry Davidson
Eugene Davis
James Davis
Robert Davis

Thomas Davis
Donald Davison

Lawrence DeMaria
Matthew Denaro

Mark Derge
Joe Diaz

John Dierksen
Mike Dillingham
Michael Dinardo
Lorenzo Dixon
John Dorsey
Donald Drew

Frederick Droski
Thomas Duncan

Leon Dungey
James Dunlop
Paul W. Dunn
Blair Duplantis

Raymond Dussault
James Dutcher

Donald Dye
Earl Edwards

Montie Edwards
John Egan
Roger Eitel
Frank Ekert

David Ekholm
Dennis Elbert
Stephen Ellis

Larry Erickson
Roger Estep
Rick Ester

Lydia Estringel
David Evans
Philip Evans

Marcus Farrant
Thomas Farrell
Charles Feick
James Feist

Doyle Ferguson
Merrill Finley

Pasquale Fiorillo
E.G. Fish

Richard Fisher
Paul Fisher

William Fitzgerald
Thomas Flaherty

Gary Floyd
Patrick Flynn
Joseph Ford

David Fordonski
Kenneth Fordyce
Larry Forrester

Ed Fortman
Gary Foster
David Foster

William Frantz
Dennis Freeman

Robert Freme
John Frens

Rodney Fritz
Roberta Fry
Bruce Fuller

Herbert Fuller
Rodney Gantka

Dean Garrett
Lorenzo Garrisi

Henry Gatewood
Luther Gee

Joseph Gehring
Albert Gelder

Gene Geldziler
Terry Gerhardt
Gerald Giannini
Lonnie Gibbs
John Gildein
Larry Gilliam
Paul Gissible
Ernest Gizzi
Terry Glaze

Herbert Gleditsch
James Godshall
David Godwin
Robert Goff

Robert Golden
Charles Gustafson

Nancy Gossett
IMO Darryl Gossett

Arnold Goulart
Perry Graham

IHO Jimmy McSwain
James Gragnano

Robert Greco
Floyd Green

Thomas Grohal
Jose Guaderrama

John Gumpf
Frank Guzowski
John Haberer

William Hadfield
John Hafer

Norman Hainley
Harold Hansford

Gregory Harnick
John Harris

James Harvey
Stanley Hauser
James Hawes
Edward Hayes
Ronnie Haynie
Clinton Heath
Gerald Heilig

William Heiser
Steven Helgeson
Ronald Henley
Donald Henson
Donald Herbert

Matt Herlitty
Al  Hernandez

Robert Herrmann
Ross Higden

Joseph Hladky
John Hodges

Neil Hoem
Nancy Hofflander
William Hoffmann
Gregory Holbrook
Richard Holdcraft

Robert Holden
Roland Holk
Glenn Hollar

Joseph Holliday
Myron Honican

Ole Horgdal
James Hormell
William Hough
Danny Hoyle

Donnie Hudgins
Ronald Huggins
Randall Hughes

Edward Hulik
John Humbert
Robert S. Hunt

Vicki Ilardi
Kenneth Ingle

Al Ingram
John Ivey

Walker Ivey
Fred Jack

Warren Jackson
Tine Jacques

Duane Javoroski
Jessie Jeans

Robert Jensen
Ed Jicha

James Johnson
Edward A. Jones

Russell Jones
Paul Joseph
Roger Karels
Ray  Kashas

Dennis Kehoe
Robert Kelley
Ronald Kelly

Robert Kemper
Lynn Kile

Dennis King
Kenneth King
Leo Kloewer

George Knight
Timothy Knoche

Fred Kontzelmann
James Kowalski
Robert Kovacic
Robert Kruse
David Krzyzan

James Kuehner

Richard Kuhr
Wilma Kujawa
Norman Kulpa
Donald Kunego
Robert Kunkel
Harry Kurihara

Hank Laan
Allan Laite

Walter Lakari
James Lancaster

Dennis Lane
Earl Lane

Louis Laneve
David Lang

Ronald Lanphier
Kenneth Larsen
Simon Laturnus

Michael Law
James Lawless
Thomas Lawlor
James Lawson
William Leeson
Myron Lemperle
John Lescisko
Bob Lessnau
Danny Lewis
Thomas Licon
Nicholas Lile
Craig Lindell
Eldred Little

Donald Livingston
Orrin Loudon

Guy Love
Robert Ludwig

Roger Lyle
James Lynch
Larry Lyster

John MacDonald
William Madej

Howard Magee
John Maiuri

Walker Malone
Dave Marmet

Gabriel Marquez
Romeo Martin
David Martinez

Anthony Masiella
Anthony Mathews
Milton Mathews
Kathy Mathias

James Matthews
Joseph McCarthy

Jerry McCarty
Christine McCollum
Edward McDonald
Stephen McEvoy
Thaniel McFee

Thomas McGarrity
Thomas McGarry
Peter McGinnis

William McKelvey
Willis McKenna
Cary McMasters
Richard McNeil
James McVicker

Jerry Medford
Willie Melton

Eugene Meltsch
Douglas Menefee

Glen Merideth
Robert Merz
Larry Mettler
Keith Meyer

Randolph Michaud

Patrick Miller
Joseph Mitchell
Lawrence Mix
Sue Mladjen

Leland Moliterno
Steven Molstad

Larry Moon
David Moore
James Moore
Jerry Morelock
Dennis Morgan
Donald Morin
James Morris

Charles Morrison
William Morrison
Willie Morrison
Kenneth Moser

Michael Mulcahey
Jim Murphy
L.K. Murphy

Joseph Nemetz
Ronny Newlin

Leo Nieto
Lewis Nissen
Arlene Nyberg

Ronald Ochman
William Ohlen

Raymond Olivarez
Brian OLoughlin

Barbara Opp
William Ornellis
Joseph Orozco

Joe Orzo
Sven Ottesen

Harold Overacker
Joyce Owsinski
Connie Padgett

Angel Pagan
James Palmer

Dennis Parisien
Frederick Parrington

David Paschke
Paul   Passanisi
John Patterson
Clifford Payne

Thomas Pelliccio
Bruce Pelvas

James Pendlosky
Lloyd Pendola
Gordon Peters

William Petersen
Joseph Piccirilli
Glenn Pickett

Bonnie Pintaric
Christopher Pitt

Charles Pitts
Richard Plagge

J.C. Pool
Cicily Pope

Nicholas Posak
Flether Pressgrove

Donald Price
James Prichett

Roy Puccio
George Purifoy
Leland Quillici

Dennis Raffaelli
Charles Rahn

William Ralston
Grable Ramirez
Jesse Rasberry
Ronald Reed
Jackson Reed
James Reeves
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Ronald Rego
Richard Reimer

Mark Relyea
Jerry Retzlaff
Curtis Rich

Alfred Richard
Randy Richmond

Gary Rieth
Roy Rigney

Michael Ringstad
Robert Rippon
Joe Roberts

Elwood Robinson
Gary Robinson

Jim Rogers
Richard Rogers
Irving Roman

Sherrie Rosevear
Frank Rossi

Larry Rothmeyer
John Ruffner

William Ruocco
Becky Russel

Richard Russell
Rihard Russell
Allan Salerno

Monico Sarabia
Bob Sauter

Charles Scarborough
William Schamberger

Donald Scheffler
Gerald Scherz

Richard Schiraldi

William Schleppegrell
David Schneider
Robert Schneiter

Lane Schultz
Gerald Schurtz

Richard Schwier
Robert Scrogham

Gary Self
Carol Severeid
James Sheldon
Garry Sherman

Philip Shire
Alexander Shogan

James Simers
Douglas Sinn
Claud Sisco

Steven Skurat
Kermit Slone
Rod  Slusher
Paul Smiley

Art Smith
Dennis Smith

James A. Smith
Kenneth Smith
Leonard Smith
Paul R. Smith

Sherman Smith
Thomas Smith

Nickolas Soehnlen
Robert Southard
Jamie Sowinski
Robert Spangler

Eric Spanier

Cleve Speer
Gary Spencer
Floyd Spino

Steven Spriggs
Charles Stalmah
Charles Stamey
Michael Steffen
Paul Stoddard

M.F. Story
Gale Stratton

Melvin Strickland
Stephen Stringer
Ronald Struble

Gregory Stumbo
Carl Summers
Larry Susong

James Swanson
Bruce Sweningson

Rocky Swiger
Joseph Switek

Raymond Szymanski
F. Robert Taylor
William Templin
Larry Tenderella

Hardy Terry
Paul Thayer

Ronald Thielman
David Thompson

Richard Thompson
David Tiedeman
Gary Timmerman

George Tips
Larry Toole

Michael Torsok
Lawrence Totaro
Donald Tranas
Douglas Traylor

Louis Tripp
Raymond Trottier
P. Richard Upton
Anthony Valdez

Frank Valdez
Thomas Valenti
William Van Ert

James  Van Matre
Travis Vaughan
Mike Veenendall

Richard Velie
Robert Waldren

Dale Walker
Ron Walton

Miller Wampler
Bobby Ward
Bruce Ward

Theodore Waters
George Watts
Steven Waugh
Kenneth Webb
Leo Wegmann
Jeffrey Weis

Harry Welmon
James Weltzien
Frank Werker
James Werner
Edward Wertz

James Westerman

John Westphal
Mary Weynand

David Lee White
Timothy Wiese
David Wilbanks

John  Wilcox
Ernesto Williams

Paul Williams
Terry Williams
John Wilson
Shayne Wing
Douglas Wing

Marvin Witt
Theodore Wolas
Larry Womack
Kenneth Wood
Nancy Woods

Donna Worthey
Earl Wright

Ralph Wright
Rodney Yancy
Harold Yirsa

Kenneth Yoder
Paul Young

Bronislaw Zamojda
J. Zamora

Stephen Zaragoza
James Zaun
Larry Zeller

David Ziesmer
Robert Zillner
Darrell Zipp

Thank you for your generous donations!
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 

11th ARMORED CAVALRY'S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA  
Membership is open to all troopers who served with or were attached to the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment while in 
the countries of Vietnam or Cambodia from August 1966 thru March 1972. Membership is also open to the wives, par-
ents and children of our Troopers killed in action. 

NAME ____________________________________________________________PHONE ____________________________ 

ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________________________________ 

CITY/STATE/ZIP ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

UNIT __________________________________________DATES: FROM ________________TO ____________________ 

(Troop,Sqdn)                                                                 (Mo/Yr)                      (Mo/Yr) 

SER NO RANK (during tour) ______________________SSN NO ______________________________________________ 

OTHER INFORMATION ________________________________________________________________________________ 

TYPE MEMBERSHIP:   r NEW                      r RENEWAL       MEMBERSHIP NUMBER______________________ 

r ANNUAL ($15)      r LIFE ($50) 

IN ADDITION, PLEASE ACCEPT MY TAX DEDUCTIBLE CONTRIBUTION FOR $________________________________ 
I authorize the release of my address/phone number to other Troopers who served with the 11th ACR  

(Sign) ________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

r Visa r Mastercard Card #____________________________ Exp. Date ___________ Security Code/CVC _______

Signature ______________________________________________________________________________________________

Please make checks/money orders payable to: 11th ACVVC. Mail this form with your check or money order (no cash) 
to: 11th ACVVC Membership, Ollie Pickral, 571 Ditchley Rd., Kilmarnock, VA 22482.

From the Quartermaster... 
Jerry Beamon

Hello! All, Blackhorse Troopers and Trooper’s Wives. 
I hope this note finds everyone getting ready for another great 

reunion in Grand Rapids, Michigan! Jan and I are looking for-
ward to seeing everyone there. It is shaping up to be a real good 
reunion, so don’t miss out by putting off making your reserva-
tions at the Amway Grand Plaza Hotel, and get your registration 
into Ollie Pickral as soon as you can.  

As you might have noticed, there have been some changes in 
Thunder Run concerning our Quartermaster Store. Well, the 
changes are setting up for a new and improved store to come 
hopefully in the next issue of Thunder Run.

Again, as usual if you have any spare time, we could use 
some volunteers in the Quartermaster Store. So come on by and 
give us a hand.  

Remember, SEPTEMBER 18th – 24th. Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, the 11th ACVVC’s 38th Reunion. So don’t miss out 
on another great reunion.  

ALLONS 
        Jerry 

I died over there and did not deserve to 
but I came back to tell you 
that I did it anyway 
and would do it again, 
such is the power of my commitment 
to something greater than I am. 
It was partly the luck of the draw 
that it was my turn, 
but I have lots of company here, maybe too much, 
and endless, priceless time with my brothers 
to get to a point of acceptance, if not understanding. 
The strangest discovery 
is that this is another form of life 
where the only difference is that the need for breath is gone, 
when being free from that 
means we can talk for a thousand years 
and thousands after that, 
So, let’s get started. You go first. I’m listening. 

Rod Covington (17th PID, 1970-71)

AA  CCOONNVVEERRSSAATTIIOONN
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Because their fathers had, 
Words have a way of haunting me.  They 

stick in my head.  Before I realize where they 
came from, I am humming or mumbling 
them.  My eyes pop open and I look around 
and ask “where did that come from?” It is 
like when someone mentions Gettysburg 
and you think “four Score and seven years 
ago …” or, a politician starts talking about 
patriotism and you think the Declaration of 

Independence: “We hold these truths to be 
self-evident … “. Or even better for those of 
us who made the pledge, “I do solemnly 
swear to uphold the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign or 
domestic ….” 

On Memorial Day, this past May, words 
from the prayer/poem we recite at each 
reunion at our Memorial Service struck me 
as loudly and as sharply as the sound of a .50 

caliber discharge.  Those words “… their 
father had and their fathers had before” 
played on my mind. Like the machine gun 
round, that poem, Bury Me with Soldiers is 
so explosive with meaning that over the 
years, many of us have had to pause, catch a 
breath, and dry our eyes before we could 
continue the reading. It is such a great medi-
tation, a heart throbbing prayer, a lyric poem 

2023 Election of 11th ACVVC Officers
By Greg Mason, Secretary 

Three positions will be up for election 
this year during the General 

Membership Meeting to be held Saturday 
morning, September 23rd, during the 2023 
Reunion.  The three positions are Vice 
President, Treasurer and one Director.  

The Vice President and Treasurer will 
serve two-year terms beginning January 1, 
2024, and ending December 31, 2025.  The 
Director will serve a three-year term begin-
ning January 1, 2024, and ending December 
31, 2026. 

A special election will be held to fill the 
unexpired term of Vice President of Stephen 
Page who resigned earlier this year. An elec-

tion to fill the office of Vice President on a 
pro tem basis was held in June 2023 among 
the incumbent Officers and Directors and 
Allen Hathaway was elected until a special 
election could be held to fill the unexpired 
term for the period ending December 31, 
2023. 

All candidates must be Life Members of 
the 11th ACVVC.  Candidates will have an 
equal opportunity to state their qualifica-
tions at the General Membership Meeting.  
The elected candidates must be able to 
attend the annual reunion and participate in 
Board Meetings held during their elected 
term, that are generally held by conference 
call.  

Please turn to MEMORIAL DAY on page 13

Memorial Day Wreath Laying at The Wall

Please turn to ELECTION on page 3

3rd Quarter 2023 

State of the Reunion  
Steve Page, Reunion Chair, will no 

longer serve as the Reunion Chair. 
Steve had a health issue that prevented 
him from fulfilling his duties in that role. 
I initially played back for him, but his 
condition has not recovered sufficiently 
enough to continue in that role. He and 
Gerri will continue to join us at the 
reunions and that is what really matters. 
When you see him thank him for his long 
devotion to the 11th AVCVVC and the 
very professional job he did in planning 
our reunions. He set the standard and the 
template that we still follow.   

Please turn to REUNION on page 3
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I have received a total of 116 scholarship applications this year.  
115 of the applicants are grandchildren and only 1 is a child of one 
of our members.  There are 78 female applicants and 38 male appli-
cants. As in past years, most of the applicants are high school sen-
iors.   

The 11th ACVVC Board of Directors are pleased to be able to 
award 55 scholarships for a total of $167,000 this year.   Since the 
establishment of our scholarship program in 1996, we will have 
awarded 746 scholarships totaling $2,353,000 by the date of our 
reunion in Grand Rapids! This is a tremendous accomplishment for 
an organization of our size and is only possible because of the gen-
erosity of hundreds of our members who support the Calendar, 
Raffle, and Silent Auction fund raisers every year.  

Each of the scholarship recipients will receive 
a $3000 award except for the winner of the 
Colonel Charles L. Schmidt Leadership Award 
scholarship who will receive $5000.  The winner 
of this scholarship will be chosen by Bonnie Schmidt, Colonel 
Schmidt’s widow. This year we received an anonymous donation 
which will add $1000 to the Schmidt Scholarship and $500 to one 
of the $3000 award winners! 

All the applicants will have been notified that they have or have not 
qualified for a scholarship by the time you receive this issue of 
Thunder Run.  The determining factor for scoring applicants is their 
unweighted Grade Point Average for their most recent two years of 
education.

11th ACVVC SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM UPDATE  
by Mike “Doc” Rafferty, Scholarship Committee Chairman 

E mail address:  platoonmedic36@gmail.com 

11th ACVVC Raffle to Benefit Scholarship Program in 2023
The proceeds from this year’s raffle will go 

towards providing scholarships for our children 
and grandchildren. From 1996 through 2022, 
the 11th ACVVC’s Scholarship Program has 

awarded 691 scholarships totaling $2,186,000 to 
children and grandchildren of our members! This 

year we will award 55 more scholarships totaling $167,000. This 
is an incredible accomplishment due solely to the generosity of our 
membership.   

You can help fund the scholarship program by participating in the 2023 
raffle.  The drawing will be held Saturday, September 23rd during the 
38th annual reunion in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  You need not be present 

to win.  The suggested ticket price is $1.00 per ticket and is not tax 
deductible.  The prize pool consists of: 

• 1st place ($500) 
• 2nd place ($400) 
• 3rd place ($300) 
• 4th place ($200) 
    ••• and eleven $100 prizes. 

Raffle tickets were mailed to all 11th ACVVC members on May 
16th.  If you have not already done so, please consider purchasing 
tickets to help fund this important program.  If you do not wish to 
participate in the raffle you are still welcome to send me a donation 
for the 11th ACVVC scholarship program.

The Beast 
People from all walks of life can face dealing with PTSD... someone 

who is in a car crash, a policeman, someone who is assaulted, etc., 
etc.  People who struggle with PTSD all have similar problems and 
issues.  However, Combat PTSD, is the outcome of many weeks, or 
months, or years of experiencing life threatening events. 

Whatever the source, this poem says a lot about the challenges and 
difficulties our warriors face. They must have our support and under-
standing as they struggle with “The Beast” called PTSD.   

They said I would be changed in my body. 
I would move through the physical world in a different manner. 
I would have pain where there was no blood. 
I would react to sights, sounds, movement and touch 
in a crazy way, as though I were back in war. 

They said I would be wounded in my thoughts. 
I would forget how to trust, and I would think that others were trying to 
hurt me. 
I would see dangers in the kindness and concern of my relatives and 
others. 
Most of all, I would not be able to think in a reasonable manner, 
and it would seem that everyone else was crazy. 

They told me that it would appear to me that I 
was alone even in the midst of the people, 
and that there was no one else like me. 

They warned me that it would be as though my emotions were 
locked up, and I would be cold in my heart 
and not remember the ways of caring for others. 
While I might give meat and blankets to the elders, 
or food to the children, I would not be able to feel 
the goodness of these actions. 
That I would do these things out of habit and not from caring. 

They predicted that I might do harm to others without plan or intention. 
They knew that my spirit would be wounded. 

They said I would be lonely and that I would find no comfort 
in family, friends, elders or spirits. 
I would be cut off from both beauty and pain. 
My dreams would be dark and frightening. 
My days would be filled with searching and not finding. 
I would not be able to find connections between myself and the rest of 
creation. 
I would look forward to an early death. 

And, I would need cleansing in all these things. 
Eric Newton, Dec 1, 2014

We are now accepting applications for 11th ACVVC scholarships.  Children and grandchildren of current 
life  
members, deceased life members, and troopers who were KIA in Vietnam or Cambodia are eligible to 

apply.  More information about applicant eligibility requirements can be found online at www.11thcavnam.com.  If you have 
additional questions or are not comfortable using a computer, please do not hesitate to contact me at the e mail address listed 
above or give me a call at 575-915-2921.

You will find the latest application in this issue of Thunder Run.  Please have the applicant send the completed application and 
required grade transcripts to me at the following address:

Mike “Doc” Rafferty
11th ACVVC

PO Box 13188
Las Cruces, NM 88013

 
The deadline for applications this year is May 15th, 2025.  I look forward to receiving applications from your children  
and grandchildren.  
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cants. As in past years, most of the applicants are high school sen-
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The 11th ACVVC Board of Directors are pleased to be able to 
award 55 scholarships for a total of $167,000 this year.   Since the 
establishment of our scholarship program in 1996, we will have 
awarded 746 scholarships totaling $2,353,000 by the date of our 
reunion in Grand Rapids! This is a tremendous accomplishment for 
an organization of our size and is only possible because of the gen-
erosity of hundreds of our members who support the Calendar, 
Raffle, and Silent Auction fund raisers every year.  

Each of the scholarship recipients will receive 
a $3000 award except for the winner of the 
Colonel Charles L. Schmidt Leadership Award 
scholarship who will receive $5000.  The winner 
of this scholarship will be chosen by Bonnie Schmidt, Colonel 
Schmidt’s widow. This year we received an anonymous donation 
which will add $1000 to the Schmidt Scholarship and $500 to one 
of the $3000 award winners! 

All the applicants will have been notified that they have or have not 
qualified for a scholarship by the time you receive this issue of 
Thunder Run.  The determining factor for scoring applicants is their 
unweighted Grade Point Average for their most recent two years of 
education.
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The proceeds from this year’s raffle will go 

towards providing scholarships for our children 
and grandchildren. From 1996 through 2022, 
the 11th ACVVC’s Scholarship Program has 

awarded 691 scholarships totaling $2,186,000 to 
children and grandchildren of our members! This 

year we will award 55 more scholarships totaling $167,000. This 
is an incredible accomplishment due solely to the generosity of our 
membership.   

You can help fund the scholarship program by participating in the 2023 
raffle.  The drawing will be held Saturday, September 23rd during the 
38th annual reunion in Grand Rapids, Michigan.  You need not be present 

to win.  The suggested ticket price is $1.00 per ticket and is not tax 
deductible.  The prize pool consists of: 

• 1st place ($500) 
• 2nd place ($400) 
• 3rd place ($300) 
• 4th place ($200) 
    ••• and eleven $100 prizes. 

Raffle tickets were mailed to all 11th ACVVC members on May 
16th.  If you have not already done so, please consider purchasing 
tickets to help fund this important program.  If you do not wish to 
participate in the raffle you are still welcome to send me a donation 
for the 11th ACVVC scholarship program.

The Beast 
People from all walks of life can face dealing with PTSD... someone 

who is in a car crash, a policeman, someone who is assaulted, etc., 
etc.  People who struggle with PTSD all have similar problems and 
issues.  However, Combat PTSD, is the outcome of many weeks, or 
months, or years of experiencing life threatening events. 

Whatever the source, this poem says a lot about the challenges and 
difficulties our warriors face. They must have our support and under-
standing as they struggle with “The Beast” called PTSD.   

They said I would be changed in my body. 
I would move through the physical world in a different manner. 
I would have pain where there was no blood. 
I would react to sights, sounds, movement and touch 
in a crazy way, as though I were back in war. 

They said I would be wounded in my thoughts. 
I would forget how to trust, and I would think that others were trying to 
hurt me. 
I would see dangers in the kindness and concern of my relatives and 
others. 
Most of all, I would not be able to think in a reasonable manner, 
and it would seem that everyone else was crazy. 

They told me that it would appear to me that I 
was alone even in the midst of the people, 
and that there was no one else like me. 

They warned me that it would be as though my emotions were 
locked up, and I would be cold in my heart 
and not remember the ways of caring for others. 
While I might give meat and blankets to the elders, 
or food to the children, I would not be able to feel 
the goodness of these actions. 
That I would do these things out of habit and not from caring. 

They predicted that I might do harm to others without plan or intention. 
They knew that my spirit would be wounded. 

They said I would be lonely and that I would find no comfort 
in family, friends, elders or spirits. 
I would be cut off from both beauty and pain. 
My dreams would be dark and frightening. 
My days would be filled with searching and not finding. 
I would not be able to find connections between myself and the rest of 
creation. 
I would look forward to an early death. 

And, I would need cleansing in all these things. 
Eric Newton, Dec 1, 2014 10
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I would move through the physical world in a different manner. 
I would have pain where there was no blood. 
I would react to sights, sounds, movement and touch 
in a crazy way, as though I were back in war. 

They said I would be wounded in my thoughts. 
I would forget how to trust, and I would think that others were trying to 
hurt me. 
I would see dangers in the kindness and concern of my relatives and 
others. 
Most of all, I would not be able to think in a reasonable manner, 
and it would seem that everyone else was crazy. 

They told me that it would appear to me that I 
was alone even in the midst of the people, 
and that there was no one else like me. 

They warned me that it would be as though my emotions were 
locked up, and I would be cold in my heart 
and not remember the ways of caring for others. 
While I might give meat and blankets to the elders, 
or food to the children, I would not be able to feel 
the goodness of these actions. 
That I would do these things out of habit and not from caring. 

They predicted that I might do harm to others without plan or intention. 
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They said I would be lonely and that I would find no comfort 
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My dreams would be dark and frightening. 
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11th ACVVC Raffle to Benefit Scholarship Program in 2025
By:  Mike “Doc” Rafferty, Scholarship Committee Chairman

The proceeds from this year’s raffle will go towards providing scholarships for our children and grandchildren. From 1996 
through 2024, the 11th ACVVC’s Scholarship Program has awarded 787 scholarships totaling $2,479,500 to children and 
grandchildren of our members! This year we will award more scholarships to deserving applicants (number of scholarships 
yet to be decided).  This is an incredible accomplishment, due solely to the generosity of our membership.  
 
You can help fund the scholarship program by participating in the 2025 raffle.  The drawing will be held on Saturday, September 
6th, during the 40th annual reunion in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  You need not be present to win.  The suggested ticket price is $1.00 per 
ticket and is not tax deductible.  The prize pool consists of:

FIVE $500 PRIZES
Raffle tickets will be mailed to all 11th ACVVC members in May of this year.  If you have not already done so, please consider 
purchasing tickets to help fund this important program.  If you do not wish to participate in the raffle you are still welcome to 
send me a donation for the 11th ACVVC scholarship program.
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11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam & Cambodia 
Scholarship Application (effective September 19, 2024)  

Please review Scholarship Guide at www.11thcavnam.com/scholar.html 
Application Deadline May 15th, 2025 

 
IMPORTANT:  A PERSON WHO HAS BEEN AWARDED AN 11TH ACVVC SCHOLARSHIP IS NOT ELIGIBLE TO APPLY AGAIN. 
       Students working on advanced degrees (master’s, doctoral) are not eligible to apply. 
 

Applicant’s full name:__________________________________________________ Date of Birth: _____________ 

Applicant’s social security number: ____________________ E mail address:  ______________________________ 

Street address: __________________________________________________________ Apt./Unit # ____________ 

City: _______________________________State _______ Zip Code ______________ Phone #: ________________ 

Applicant’s Status: ___Child    ___Grandchild of a current life member of the 11th ACVVC.   
   ___ Child  ___  Grandchild of a deceased life member of the 11th ACVVC. 
   ___ Child    ___Grandchild of an 11th ACR veteran who was killed in action in Vietnam or 
Cambodia.    

Your Sponsor (11th Cav Veteran): Full name: _____________________________________E mail: ______________ 

Sponsor’s 11th Cav unit in Vietnam: ____________  Dates in Vietnam _____________________________________ 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- 
Name and Address of College or Trade School you plan to attend:   What is your major? ______________________ 
 Name: ________________________________________________________________________________ 

 Address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

 City: _________________________________ State: _____ Zip: _________ Phone: __________________ 

 
Schools and Colleges Attended (10th Grade to Present) 
Name     City, State   Dates (From/To) 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
You must attach a copy of your grade transcripts from your last 2 yrs. of High School or College. 
Requirements:  at least a 3.5 unweighted Grade Point Average for applicants pursuing a 4 yr. degree. At least a 
3.0 unweighted Grade Point Average for trade or vocational school applicants. 
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- --------------------------- 
Briefly tell us about your extra-curricular and volunteer activities and include your name and email address on a 
separate sheet of paper.    
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
I, the undersigned verify the answers given above are true and accurate to the best of my knowledge. I give my 
permission for a copy of my high school/college grade transcripts to be submitted with this application. 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Applicant                                              Printed Name                                                               Date 
_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Signature of Sponsor Veteran or Guardian         Printed Name                                                               Date 

Please send your completed application and grade transcripts to: 
Mike “Doc” Rafferty, 11th ACVVC Scholarship Chairman, PO Box 13188, Las Cruces, New Mexico 88013    

Email:  platoonmedic36@gmail.com 
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In 1966 and 1967, Regimental Headquarters and each of the 
Squadrons submitted Monthly Evaluation Reports. Ranging 
from three to more than ten pages, these reports provided a sum-
mary of Blackhorse activities to higher headquarters (II Field 
Force in Long Binh). They give insights into the Regiment’s first 
year in-country – especially how the rest of the in-country sys-
tem was dealing with the large number of armored vehicles and 
weapons employed by Blackhorse Troopers. The following are 
excerpts from those reports. 

October 1966 (Regiment): “During October over 500,000 
leaflets were dropped in conjunction with Operation ATLANTA 

[movement to and occupation of the new 
Blackhorse Base Camp south of Xuan Loc].  

Two of the leaflets were printed especially 
for the regiment based on a design created by 
the S5 [Civil-Military Operations staff sec-
tion] and employed during the move by the 
1st Squadron to Xuan Loc. One leaflet was 
dropped on friendly towns and the other on 

possible VC areas in the Xuan Loc 
area. The friendly leaflet depicted 
the proposed patch of the regiment 
and informed the people the 
‘Blackhorse Regiment’ was here to 
stay and to help them against the 
VC. While the leaflets were being 

dropped a HU1D [Huey helicopter] with speaker circled the area 
telling the people more about the regiment. Later reports from 
intelligence sources indicated the people were very receptive and 
pleased with the announcement of the regiment’s arrival and its 
intentions.” 

October 1966 (1st Squadron): “Initial PLL [Prescribed Load 
List – repair parts kept on-hand at troop/company/battery level 
for vehicles, weapons, and radios] rapidly depleted. Repair parts, 
especially for weapons, very hard to get. Most automotive repair 
parts needed were procured at salvage yards.” 

Meritorious Unit Commendation: From Department of the 
Army General Orders 32, dated 2 July 1968: “The 3D 
SQUADRON, 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT dis-
tinguished itself in support of military operations in the Republic 
of Vietnam during the period 13 September 1966 to 31 May 1967  

By making tactical movements in areas previously considered 
inaccessible to tracked vehicles during Operation HICKORY, the 
3D SQUADRON, 11TH ARMORED CAVALRY REGIMENT 
completely revised the concept of the adaptability of armored 

units to combat in the Republic of Vietnam. During CEDAR 
FALLS and COLBY/IOLA, the unit utilized its awesome fire-
power and extreme mobility to continually route the Viet Cong 
from their well-entrenched, ingeniously concealed bunkers, spi-
der holes, and underground shelters …” 

December 1966 (1st Squadron): “Squadron morale contin-
ues to be high. During the Christmas holidays the troops receive 
presents from various organizations in CONUS [Continental 
United States], as well as Christmas cards from school children, 
civic groups and private citizens. The men of the ‘First of the 
Blackhorse’ responded with many thank-you notes and letters of 
appreciation. Each troop adorned its own mess hall with 
Christmas trees, lights and other decorations even though the 
Squadron was participating in vigorous operations during the 
holiday season.”  

January 1967 (Regiment): “A total of 18,223 artillery 
rounds were fired by the 11th Armored Cavalry Howitzer 
Batteries, with 1st Squadron firing 1,480, 2nd Squadron 9,378, 
and 3rd Squadron7,365.”  May 1967 (Regiment): “A total of 

14,303 rounds were fired by the Blackhorse Howitzer Batteries, 
with 1st Squadron expending 7,515 and 3rd Squadron expending 
6,788 rounds.” [From April to October 1967, 2/11, was under the 
Operational Control of Task Force Oregon at Chu Lai in I Corps, 
just south of the Demilitarized Zone with North Vietnam; 2nd 
HOW is not included in this total.] 

January 1967 (1st Squadron): “It has been the experience of 
this Squadron that the most effective method of conducting a 
security mission (whether area or route) in an economy of force 
role is to saturate the area with platoon sized mounted and 
ambushes. Aggressiveness is the key to accomplishment of the 
mission.”  

January 1967 (2nd Squadron): “During the period 27 
through 31 January, the Squadron conducted S & D [Search & 
Destroy] operations (OPERATION MUNCIE) in conjunction 
with 1st Bn. 43rd Inf, (ARVN) [South Vietnamese]. The force 
consisted of three rifle companies and a headquarters company. 
The three rifle companies were attached to Troops E, F, and G 
and conducted dismounted sweep and search operations … Due 
to ARVN’s use of cook fires at day’s end, light discipline is a 
constant problem. Water is also a problem due to the excessive 
amount needed to prepare their rice. Recommend that where pos-
sible operations be terminated early enough to allow ARVN units 
to prepare their rice and have the cookfire extinguished by dusk. 
Also plans should be made for a minimum of three (3) gallons of 
water per man per day, half to be issued in the morning and half 

BBllaacckkhhoorrssee  HHooooffbbeeaattss
EEcchhooeess  ffrroomm  tthhee  RReeggiimmeenntt’’ss  SSeerrvviiccee  iinn  VViieettnnaamm  11996666--11997722  

Don Snedeker, 11th ACVVC Historian 

Part I
Non-Commissioned Officers (NCOs) – the backbone of the 
Army – affected everyone in the 11th Cav during its 5½ years 
in Vietnam and Cambodia, from the Trooper that just joined 
the Regiment to Blackhorse 6 (the Regimental Commander). 
Some of these Blackhorse NCOs came to Regiment with 
experience to match the number of stripes they wore. 
Others earned their stripes ‘on the job’.

Sergeant (SGT) Paul Letourneau (B Troop, 1/11, 67-68) had 
been in country less than 24 hours. Weary from the trans-
Pacific plane ride, he was nonetheless keyed up. He’d already 
learned what FNG meant – the soldiers in the faded fatigues 
and worn boots boarding the plane he had just gotten off of 
made sure he and the other 135 in their brand new jungle 
fatigues and shiny boots knew they were FNGs. By the time 
he’d gotten to Blackhorse Base Camp, he’d probably heard 
it a dozen times (it probably seemed like a hundred). So 
when he met his new Top Sergeant, he asked him for advice. 
What’s an FNG NCO to do?

‘Good question, son. I’ll answer it and you can take any 
part of what I’m going to tell you,’ Top said in his deep 
commanding voice. ‘I don’t care how many NCO academies 
you’ve been distinguished graduate and other awards you 
got, like your expert infantry badge. You are now in Vietnam 
and the decisions you make will be life and death decisions, 
not only yours but others under you. You are a ‘Fuckin’ New 
Guy.’ You don’t know jack shit about the bush or the Cong … 
Experience isn’t always associated with rank. Use your head, 
do your job, understand and follow orders, and keep your 
men and your own stinkin’ ass alive and in one piece.’

FNG Paul Letourneau thought: “Holy shit! Is this really 
happening?” The short answer was yes. He and the First 
Sergeant got in the jeep and he was off to a combat tour 
with the Blackhorse.

NCOs affected everyone, most even before they became 
Blackhorse Troopers.

Artilleryman ‘Big Jim’ Holt (HOW 1/11, 67-68) remembers 
two of his Drill Instructors from Basic Training at Ft. Polk:

My two drill instructors were Vietnam vets. They had already 
been to Vietnam … They’d get us aside and say, ‘You screwed 
up, and here’s what it means; this will get you killed if you do 
it. This is why we’re teaching you this,’ and I’ll never forget 
that. I can’t even remember their names, but if I saw either 
one of them I’d know them and I’d kiss them because they 
really did, they taught us stuff that probably you remembered 
later on it helped you and everything like that.

Staff Sergeant (SSG) Grady Cowan (M Company, 3/11, 65-67) 
was a career soldier, the kind of soldier and leader that was 
the heart and soul of the Army in the 1950s and 1960s. In 

1953, at the age of 17, Grady joined up. The Korean War had 
just ended, so he didn’t see wartime service there, but he 
was trained by those who had. By 1965, he was 12 years into 
his career as a tanker, assigned to the Blackhorse Regiment, 
where he took his new platoon leader under his wing. That 
platoon leader, John Casterman (M Company, 3/11, 66-67), 
described Grady this way:

“He was every wild story of every great Sergeant that anyone 
of us ever served with, all wrapped up in one man. He was 
a rascal, a nemesis to the Company 1st Sergeant, a subject 
for the Chaplain’s Sunday sermon, a daily challenge to his 
Platoon Sergeant, and a ‘god’ to his tank crew. To me, he 
was just everything a Lieutenant could hope for in a tank 
commander - intelligent, tenacious, intuitive, and selfless. 
Grady was the type of tank commander you wanted next 
to you when you found yourself in the red zone … He was a 
truly brave and courageous combat soldier.”

The Blackhorse was blessed to have a long line of veteran 
NCOs who had seen the elephant before and who helped 
train the Troopers and junior NCOs. Third Squadron’s 
command sergeant major in 1968-69, CSM Robert Macon, 
was just such a man. He fought his way into Bastogne in the 
winter of 1944 as a member of the famous 4th Armored 
Division. He fought off the Chinese hordes when they crossed 
the Yalu River as part of the 6th Medium Tank Battalion in 
Korea in 1951-52. Yes, Robert Macon had seen the elephant 
before, and he imparted the wisdom and experience gained 
from his 24-plus year career in armor to all who would listen. 

First Lieutenant (1LT) Paul Baerman (C Troop, 1/11, 69-70) 
also remembers his first platoon sergeant – ‘Big Al’ Littlejohn 
(C Troop, 1/11, 69). By official organization, a recon platoon 
was authorized a Sergeant First Class (SFC) who generally 
had about 15 years in the Army. But by 1969, when Baerman 
assumed command of his platoon, the war had been going 
on for four years and combat specialty NCOs who had not 
been killed or seriously wounded were up for their second or 
third tour in Vietnam. There was an Army-wide shortage of 
experienced NCOs (with most of the WWII and many Korean 
War veterans choosing retirement rather than another 
combat tour in a war that they weren’t being allowed to 
win), so many men serving in platoon sergeant positions 
were Staff Sergeants. 

Big Al, with five months in the platoon and 10 years in the 
Army, was just such an SSG; the fact that he was the Sixth 
Army boxing champion did nothing to diminish his reputation 
– or the respect accorded him by the Troopers. He had been 
around long enough to have been trained by ‘old Army’ 
NCOs, at least one of whom had shared something with him 
not found in the field manuals or textbooks. Paul Baerman 
recalls: 
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Big Al also taught his new lieutenant an important lesson 
right off the bat, one that I had never heard discussed in any 
of my college psychology of leadership classes. After a fight, 
at his insistence, he and I always made our way through 
the platoon talking to every soldier and looking them in the 
eye, followed by a firm grasp of the shoulder. If a soldier 
shied away from the touch or wouldn’t return your look, it 
meant leadership had to spend more time with him, talking 
through the battle. There is something about human touch 
and a caring face that brings soldiers back to the present 
and heals the mental wounds in the aftermath of a fight. Al’s 
wisdom using this technique and imparting it to me kept all 
of us going. 

Bill Gregory was the leader of the 1st Platoon, H Company, 
2/11, in early 1970. He was one of the fortunate few; he had 
an experienced NCO, Platoon Sergeant (PSG) James Morrill 
(H Company, 2/11, 69-70), as his platoon sergeant. Three 
decades later he recalled: 

I was very lucky that I had a really good platoon sergeant 
when I got there. He had about six months in country and he 
was a senior, senior E-7 … He’d had a lot of experience. And 
he and I made a deal when I first got there. I just told him, 
I said: ‘Sergeant … you know and I know that I don’t know 
what I’m doing so I need you to teach me.’ And he said: 
‘Well, I’ll tell you what, why don’t I run it until I think--until 
we both think that you’re ready to take over, and then we’ll 
let you take over.’ So I pretty much watched him for a while 
… And then one day he said: ‘Do you think you’re ready’, and 
I said: ‘Yeah’, and he said: ‘Okay, now, we’ll do it this way.’ 
Which was, he ran it when we were inside the perimeter 
administratively, and I took care of the tactics when we were 
out in the field … He knew I respected him and what he did, 
and he tolerated me. 

PSG Harry Burton (A Troop, 1/11, 68-69) was a native of New 
Zealand who became a naturalized American citizen. His 
professionalism and natural leadership abilities were never 
more in demand than inside the cauldron that was the 
ambush site on 11 January 1969. When five of the six ACAVs 
in the platoon were left burning by multiple rocket-propelled 
grenade (RPG) hits, PSG Burton joined his platoon leader, 
1LT Hal Fritz (A Troop and Headquarters and Headquarters 
Troop, 1/11, 68-69), on the ground to lead and inspire their 
fellow Blackhorse Troopers. Harry Burton survived that 
inferno only to be killed in the awful battle of 13 April 1969. 

Top Sergeant Edmond Ellsworth joined Alpha Troop in 
January 1966 when there were just 30 Troopers assigned. He 
helped convert the 100-plus new recruits into Cavalrymen, 
then led them into combat. As he neared his one-year 
tour end, 1st Sergeant (1SGT) Ellsworth decided that the 
new crop of Blackhorse Troopers could benefit from his 
leadership and experience – so he extended. Not once, but 
twice. Glenn Snodgrass was a platoon leader in 1968 (A 
Troop and Headquarters and Headquarters Troop, 1/11, 68-
69). Four decades later, he vividly remembers the 6’2” tall 
first sergeant: “He had a well-earned reputation as a gruff 

man… He was a huge man, gruff voice, on about his fifth 
extension, [who] always wanted to be in the field.”

Ellsworth understood that the 1st SGT needed “to be at the 
right place at the right time”; the Blackhorse was the right 
place, and two-plus years was the right time. His first troop 
commander, CPT John Bailey (A Troop, 1/11, 66-67), called 
him “the most extraordinary noncommissioned officer I 
have ever come in contact with.” 

Top Ellsworth was legendary in the 11th Cav. He knew why he 
was there, and didn’t mince words about it. When the First 
of the Blackhorse was invaded by a hoard of Annual General 
Inspection (AGI) REMFs from Headquarters, U.S. Army 
Vietnam (USARV) in 1968, Paul Renschen (Headquarters and 
Headquarters Troop and Alpha Troop, 1/11, 68-69) recalls 
Ellsworth saying “in a very loud voice, ‘What are they going 
to do if we fail? Declare us ‘not combat ready’ and ship us 
back to the States?’” That’s the kind of NCO 1SGT Ellsworth 
was. 

First Sergeant Rosalio ‘Monte’ Montelongo (C Troop, 1/11, 
66-67 and L Troop, 3/11, 69-70) was typical of the group of 
professional NCOs assigned to the 11th Cav. Although he 
did not deploy to Vietnam with the Regiment, Monte joined 
Charlie Troop in December 1966, just four months after 
the Blackhorse marched ashore at Vung Tau. He had been 
drafted in 1942, rising to the rank of platoon sergeant in the 
88th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, the 8th Armored 
Division’s eyes and ears during the crucial Bulge, Roer River, 
and Ruhr Pocket battles in 1945. When the Korean War 
rolled around, Monte was once again out front, serving in 
the reconnaissance company of the 3rd Infantry Division for 
over a year in some of the toughest combat seen by U.S. 
forces. 

Monte did two tours with the Blackhorse in Vietnam, in 
Charlie Troop until the end of 1967 and then with Lima Troop 
in 1970, where he was awarded the Silver Star for actions 
on 10 March. On that date, Lima Troop fought a six-hour 
battle with a dug-in battalion of the 209th (NVA) Regiment 
in a rubber plantation southwest of Loc Ninh. The citation 
for that medal speaks of the kind of leadership the 50-year 
old Top Soldier provided to the young Blackhorse Troopers. 

Sergeant Montelongo immediately left the relative safety 
of the troop’s night defensive position to join the troops in 
the contact area … He then moved forward, assaulting the 
enemy positions by placing accurate suppressive fire with 
his machinegun. Sergeant Montelongo then dismounted his 
vehicle and crawled from one vehicle to another carrying 
the wounded personnel to his vehicle and assuring their 
evacuation. Sergeant Montelongo led a dismounted patrol 
to the flank of the troop and assaulted the enemy bunkers 
with hand grenades and his rifle.

There’s one thing left out of this account, however. The 
41st Colonel, Donn Starry (RCO, 1969-70), recalled the 
incident. 
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I remember one radio transmission where he was talking to 
the troop commander telling him what was going on, and he 
says: ‘Excuse me a minute.’ And you hear this ‘blam’ noise in 
the microphone and he went on with his conversation. Turns 
out what he had done was he pulled his pistol, turned around 
and shot a Vietnamese, a North Vietnamese off the back 
of a track, where the guy was trying to climb up and drop a 
grenade in the track, and then went on with the conversation. 

Jack Stoddard (Air Cav Troop, 68-69), who served as an Aero-
Rifleman (ARP) and knows something about courage himself, 
remembers Monte.  

As I watch the news today, they seem to use the word hero, 
for everything, from NASCAR drivers, basketball players, etc. 
I do not think any of those people deserve the word hero. 
Some people call anyone that goes to war a hero.  Few are 
in reality.  However, one thing I can say, like so many others 
have said before, Monty was a True American Hero. He never 
wanted the title. He earned it because of heroic deeds during 
many battles, some fought hand-to-hand. I asked him at the 
Nashville reunion [2002], ‘Monte how did you get thru so 
many battles, what kept you going?’ Monty told me that he 
usually worked alone as a recon Scout. He talked about being 
in the Battle of the Bulge, Korean War and Vietnam War. And 
he said that he put his faith in God, and that every night when 
he returned from a mission, he said a little prayer thanking 
God for another day. Monte never told war stories or even 
admitted to having any medals other than to say, ‘I have a 
few.’

Second Squadron Howitzer Battery’s Carl Daschke is a prime 
example of a ‘home-grown’ Blackhorse NCO. He joined the 
Regiment as a Specialist 4th Class (SP4) at Camp Pickett just 
a couple of months before shipping out to Vietnam in 1966, 
and by the time he returned to The World in August 1967 he 
was an SSG. You could make rank quickly in the 11th Cav, but 
the work was hard and the price in blood and sweat was high. 

Bobby Ray Allen arrived in Vietnam in early 1969 as a just-out-
of-school Private First Class (PFC).  He joined the 3/11 Aviation 
Section and was assigned as a Huey crew chief. Over the next 
20 months, PFC Allen was successively promoted to become 
SSG Allen. His final assignment was as the section sergeant – a 
position usually reserved for a much longer-serving and more-
experienced NCO. When Bobby Ray died in 2014, his honorary 
pallbearers included one colonel, four captains, four warrant 
officers, and four fellow NCOs, all of whom had served with 
Bobby Ray Allen in combat. 

Ollie Pickral (K Troop, 3/11, 68-69) recalls how he became a 
Blackhorse NCO. “After my first 3 months driving a 4-deuce 
mortar track (M106), I was sent to the F.O. [Forward Observer] 
track, as the Track Commander [TC] was headed home in a 
short while. I was promoted from PFC to Corporal [CPL] and 
given ‘acting jack’ Sgt. stripes. I was the TC of the F.O. for 9 
months and wore Sgt. stripes. My official rank was Corporal 

but in reality, I was a Sgt.” 

PSG Francisco Cantu (E Troop, 2/11, 69-70) was an acting 
platoon leader in Echo Troop. Sewall Menzel (G Troop, 2/11, 
1970) remembers that it was Cantu “who figured out how 
to rig a Claymore anti-personnel mine tripwire ambush that 
just drove the dinks nuts along the Cambodian border trail 
networks.” Whether it was his many years of experience, his 
previous combat tours, or a sixth sense that some people 
develop on the battlefield, PSG Cantu saved lives one evening 
in western Tay Ninh Province. 

Echo Troop had just occupied its night defensive position 
(NDP), and Cantu’s 1st Platoon was tasked to do a last-light 
recon around the perimeter. Tay Ninh Province was “a surreal 
place” by early 1970, with “smashed tree trunks, shattered 
tree limbs, hundreds of bomb craters and a dozen or so 
knocked out tanks, artillery pieces and other vehicles” littering 
the area. The terrain around the NDP was fairly flat, strewn 
with scrub bushes rather than the heavy jungle and rubber 
plantations that 2/11 Troopers had gotten used to near Loc 
Ninh. 

But Francisco Cantu seemed to sense the presence of the 
enemy. He warned his Troopers to be alert. His platoon’s lead 
Sheridan wasn’t more than 30 seconds outside the perimeter 
when the TC opened up with his caliber .50. Skittering 
between and hiding behind the scrub bushes were about 
two dozen enemy soldiers – the leadership of a company 
from the 7th (NVA) Divisions sapper battalion – conducting a 
reconnaissance of the NDP in preparation for an attack later 
that night. PSG Cantu reported what he’d found, then brought 
his ACAVs and Sheridans on line. The dismounted NVA recon 
team didn’t stand a chance. Although many of them were 
carrying RPGs, with the massed firepower of an armored 
cavalry platoon raining down on them, few if any escaped. 
The RPGs that were fired slammed into the ground in front 
of the vehicles or sailed over the NDP to crash harmlessly in 
the jungle. 

This victory over the 7th (NVA) Division was particularly sweet. 
Good tactics – and the combat experience of a professional 
NCO – deterred an attack on Echo Troop. But even better news 
came the following morning. As the Troopers searched the 
battlefield, they found the corpses of about two dozen NVA 
soldiers. Many of these soldiers had recently been awarded 
Tank Destroyer First Class medals; each medal was engraved 
with the date 26 November 1969. CPT Menzel reviewed the 
diary notes and other documents found on the dead NVA 
soldiers and determined that these were the same sappers 
who had attacked the 3/11 Command Post (CP) during 
Operation Texas Traveler on 26 November 1969. 

Pay back is, well, sweet. 

(Part II will appear in the next issue of Thunder Run)
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THE 2025 SILENT AUCTION
The 2024 Silent Auction raised $7,486 for the 11th ACVVC Scholarship Fund with 201 items donated and available for bid.  The 
donated items included many hand-crafted items and one-of-a-kind items with a Blackhorse theme.  We are not allowed to have 
alcoholic beverages or firearms in the auction as many state laws prohibit it.  We look forward to another successful auction.  

The auction process will be as follows:

1.	 Items are needed for the Silent Auction to be conducted during our 40th Annual Reunion in Tulsa, Oklahoma.  Items 
peculiar to the 11th Cavalry are always favorites, and any item of value is welcome, Cavalry related or not.

2.	 We will have a collection site set up in the registration area to collect donated items brought to the reunion beginning 
on Wednesday from 1pm to 5pm, Thursday from 1pm to 5pm, and Friday from 1pm to 4pm.

3.	 You can ship items to ______George Bostick, 18065 E. 480 Road, Claremore, OK 74019-4221____ after April 1, to 
collect, hold and bring the items to the reunion for display.  If you plan to ship items, please use the convenient Silent 
Auction Donor Form printed in this issue.  If you bring the items to the reunion, also complete the donation form and 
include it with the item.

4.	 The auction will be from 6:30pm to 8:30pm on Friday night with the bidding ending precisely at 8:30pm. Those 
in wheelchairs or motorized chairs may be allowed in at 6:15 to allow them a little time to view the items before the 
crowds enter if our space in the rooms is tight.

5.	 Winning bidders must be present, pick up their items and pay for them between 8:30pm and 9pm after the bidding is 
closed.

6.	 If the item is not picked up, the item will be awarded to the next highest bid at 9pm or auctioned off at 9:15pm Friday 
evening.  The bid form will have a place for you to leave a cell phone number in case we need to call you to let you know 
to pick up your item.

7.	 We will be able to accept cash, checks, Visa or MasterCard for payment.

We do need volunteers to work at the collection site and on the night of the auction.  We are setting up the collection site schedule 
in 2-hour shifts and if you would like to volunteer, please contact me at gregrmason311@gmail.com or 813-220-9027.  I will 
respond to your email as I receive them.  

Our reason for requiring items to be 
picked up and paid for the evening of the 
auction is because of the difficulties we 
have had in prior years getting all the items 
delivered and paid for.  We appreciate your 
understanding.

We look forward to seeing you in Tulsa and 
thanks in advance to all the donors!

11th ACVVC Silent Auction

Donated Items Information Form
Please provide the following information with your donated item.  If you wish to donate 
anonymously, please check the box below.

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

Description of item donated: ______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of Donor: ____________________________________________________________________________

Address of Donor: _________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________

Phone number of Donor: __________________________________________________________________

Value of Item Donated $ ____________ I wish to remain Anonymous (Check here) ____

Mail Silent Auction Items After April 1 to:

 11th ACVVC 
c/o George Bostick 
18065 E. 480 Road 

Claremore, OK 74019-4221
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THUNDER RUN,  FEBRUARY 2025 

 Before I start, there are a few things I want to cover first. I would like to thank all the guests that have attended all the  
reunions throughout the past 39 years with their Blackhorse Trooper. There were 346 guests attending this year. Without your  
support we would not have as many troopers attending our reunions. This year we had 268 troopers in attendance.  

SCHOLARSHIP.  
Your support to our scholarship program has exceeded all expectations that anyone could have imagined. With your donations that 
you all give when you get the calendar in the mail sure makes a big positive difference in giving scholarships to our kids. 

RAFFLE.  
The raffle program has done so much to aid in giving scholarships to our kids. This is done by all the donations that you all give. 
The more we give the more scholarships we can award.  

SILENT AUCTION.  
Your support in providing items for the silent auction helps to raise funds to add to the total amount for scholarships. Here at my 
home, we look throughout the year for items that we can donate to silent auctions and sometimes we get lucky and find something 
great to bring. 

FIRST TIMERS.  
I always get goose bumps when I witness a trooper seeing someone that they haven’t seen in years. I chuckle when they say  
that they still look the same as they did when they were in Vietnam. Most of the time they start their conversation with, do you 
remember so and so? To our guests, thank you for attending the reunions and making us feel like we are all a part of a huge family. 

A big thank you note here to all of you who gave a handshake, a pat on the back or a big hug and a big welcome home yell to all 
the First Timers. We had 18 Troopers, 20 Guest, 5 Gold Star Family Members and 9 Next of Kins attending their first reunion this 
year. We had a total of 28 Next of Kin in attendance and 11 Gold Star Family Members attending. They can be recognized by their 
special name tags [Red White and Blue ribbon]. 

REGISTRATION.  
As soon as we get your registration form, we will update the list on the web site. This list shows who is planning to attend the  
reunion, what unit they were in, when they were in Viet Nam and where they live now. Make sure you complete the registration 
form. Double check to make sure all the information is correct and readable. Also, at the same time make your hotel reservation. 

 If you have any questions, please call, or e-mail me at home 608-372-5892 or cell 608-387-3346.  
E-mail: gtroopbob@gmail.com   I am the one that inputs all the information onto the list of who is coming to the reunion on  
the web site. If there is a correction that needs to be fixed, please let me know and I will make the corrections needed.

 Now as we here in the Moreno house begin registrations preparations for 2025 Tulsa reunion, we hope everyone stays 
healthy and safe. God bless and we will see you at our next reunion in Tulsa Oklahoma.  

“ALLONS”
ROBERTO “BOB” MORENO, G TROOP 2/11TH 12/68-12/69

11TH ACVVC BOARD OF DIRECTORS, REUNION REGISTRATION
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VETERANS DAY, 2024
7 troopers traveled 1655 miles to The Wall to honor their brother-veterans of the 11th ACR on Veterans Day, 2024 – 3,310 
miles round trip: an average of 474 miles each way,  

Left-to-right: Charles Hertel (M CO Commander, 66/67), from McLean, VA; Lane Schultz, (HHT 3 67/68)  Middletown, PA; 
Allen Hathaway, Manassas, VA;  (HHT Reg, 66/67); Bill Karabinos, Williamsburg, VA (HHT 2  71/72); Gary Rieth (HOW 1 68/69), 
Schuylkill, PA;  Jack Burns, Sandy Hook, CT (HOW 1 66/67) and Andy Trabanco, The Villages, FL (HHT 3 66/67).

Gary was accompanied by his wife, Janet [who to my recollection, has not missed a Veterans Day visit in at least 15 years]; 
Colonel Hertel, by his daughter [born while he was in Vietnam] and Lane Schultz with his daughter Amy [also a frequent and 
loyal guest].   Sgt Grayson Caron (an active duty soldier at Fort Liberty and scheduled to be deployed) and Brian Kramp of 
Lancaster (former student of Chaplain Bill) also made the trip.
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Blackhorse Women’s Group News
Sheryl Myers, Women’s Group 1st Edition 2025

Dear Ladies,

 Even though it is only February, your Blackhorse Women’s Group is already planning activities for the 
TULSA REUNION, September 2nd - September 7th.  Please mark your calendars now!    

 Because the Thunder Run will now be published only 3 times a year, we will try to keep you up-to-date 
through our Blackhorse Womens Group page on the website, 11thcavnam.com   We will also send out an email , if 
we have your email address! 

 We have planned a motor coach tour of Tulsa, with a Guide. The tour will include a couple of stops for 
exploring and then lunch.  The tour will be on Friday, Sept 5th, from 9:00am - 2:00pm.  

The Registration form for the tour will be published in the June Thunder Run;  shown on our website page ;  and sent 
by email.  Please sign up as soon as you can, as we must secure the motor coach early.

 Our Saturday morning “get-together” will begin  at  9:30am. Details of the program are not finalized yet , but 
it promises to be very special.

 We do need volunteers to help the BWG support our Troopers and families.  If you can volunteer in one of 
these projects, please contact us.

 Prayer Shawl Project - If you can knit or crochet, we need you!

 Fundraising Table - Grab a friend and help raise funds for the 11th Cav Scholarship Fund . Sign up for  
 a 2 hour time slot that is convenient for you.  It’s actually a lot of fun .

We are looking forward to seeing you in Tulsa!!   Questions??

    Please contact:

  Sheryl Myers -  571-721-9189    sheryl.e.myers@gmail.com       
 Marguerite Austin - 320-212-1068   mardale@charter.net
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1LT Lieutenant Daniel “Danny” Lee Mullins, who 
was killed in action on August 31, 1967, while 
serving with the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, 
was inducted into the East Tennessee State 
University ROTC Hall of Fame in a ceremony held 
on November 14, 2024, in Johnson City, TN.  The 
induction ceremony was attended by several 
university officials, prior Hall of Fame inductees, 
ROTC alumni and ROTC cadets.   

Lieutenant Mullins was born on October 21, 
1943, in Jenkins, Kentucky.  He graduated 
from Pound High School then attended Virginia 
Military Institute before transferring to East 
Tennessee State University (ETSU) and the ROTC 
program.  Danny excelled in the ROTC program.   
Danny graduated from ETSU in 1966 and was 
commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant in the United 
States Army.

Attending the ceremony 
on behalf of the family 
was Allen Hathaway, vice 
president of the 11th ACVVC.  
Normally a family member 
would attend the induction 
ceremony and represent 
the inductee, however 
Mullins’ family has passed 
away.  Allen was humbled 
and honored to attend 
and accept this honor and 
speak on behalf of Danny.  
During his comments, Allen 
remarked that “We, the 
veterans who served with 
Danny, are his family.  We 

are brothers in arms.”.

In his remarks, Allen spoke of the 11th ACVVC 
and emphasized one of the primary purposes of 
the organization is to honor the sacred memory 
of our war dead, such as 1LT Daniel Lee Mullins.  
He continued to tell the story of Danny Mullins.

1LT Daniel Mullins joined the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment in May 1967 and was assigned 
as a platoon leader with K Troop, 3rd Squadron.

On July 21, 1967, two months after arriving 
in Vietnam, LT Mullins was involved in his first 
major encounter with the enemy.  He was 
serving as one of the platoon leaders in a convoy 
when the convoy was suddenly attacked by a 
superior enemy force.  During the attack, and as 
he was directing his men to take up positions 
to repel the attack, an anti-tank round hit his 

ACAV, throwing him from the vehicle.  Despite 
being wounded he continued to direct his men 
to counter the attack.  Fourteen men were lost 
that day.

For his actions, he was awarded the Bronze Star 
for Valor and Purple Heart.

Five weeks later, on August 30, 1967, LT Mullins 
and members of his platoon were called to set 
up security around an ACAV that hit a mine in the 
road near the 11th Cavalry basecamp near Xuan 
Loc.  As traffic was moving around the scene 
of the explosion, a second bomb detonated, 
severely wounding LT Mullins.  He was 
immediately evacuated to a hospital in Saigon 
but succumbed to his wounds the following day 
on August 31, 1967.

By all accounts he was a good officer who was 
well respected by the men in his platoon.

Mike Brautigam, one of the men in his platoon 
wrote: “LT Mullins was not only a fine officer, but 
also a fine man.  I served with him on that day.”.

Dale Sabine, another from his platoon wrote: “I 
served with LT Mullins right up to the day he was 
killed.  In fact, I was standing next to him just 
before the mine went off that took his life.  He 
was a very brave soldier and cared dearly for 
his men.”.

1LT Daniel Lee Mullins is laid to rest in Powell 
Valley Memorial Gardens, Big Stone Gap, Virginia.  
He is remembered on panel 25E, line 75 of the 
Vietnam Veterans Memorial.

1LT Daniel L. Mullins, ROTC Hall of Fame Inductee  
   By Allen Hathaway, Vice President

WHO ART IN HEAVEN
He bore the yoke of loving joyfully and willingly, knowing there was a 
chance his heart could be twisted in a world of trickery, yet feeling it 

was worth it.

He sang songs gentle and warm, and molded those he sang with a 
knife of strength and tenderness.

He was a light in a time of darkness, a hope in time of despair,  
a lover amongst bigots.

What he leaves us is a piece of himself, a family graced with  
his presence, a world awed by his touch, and a friend adorned 

 with his friendship.

These things shall never die. And because they are him,  
he lives forever within us.

What we give to him is that piece of himself that  
he gave to us, to the world.

We must live as he lived, sing as he sang, work as he  
worked and love as he loved.

The world has been robbed by his death it is true, but to  
steal twice would please him not.

I loved him,

I mourned him, 

And now I shall live as he lived.

What greater tribute could we pay him?

(Editor’s Note: March Racicot served as Governor of Montana from January 4, 1993 to January 1, 2001. He was a friend of Art Rambo and went to the same college as Art. 
In 1969, when he learned of the death of Art, he penned the following poem. Governor Racicot is a veteran United States Army.)
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Veteran Service Officer Information
Daily, I will receive five to six calls from veterans inquiring why their claims are taking so very long to process. Yes, claims are taking longer 
to process. I’ll attempt to provide a few reasons why.

Several years ago, just before Covid hit, the VA decided to institute a “specialized” system where all VA Regional Offices would be designated 
to process claims according to type of claim (additional info to follow) and the stage of the claim.

The life of a claim can be broken down as: receipt, development, rating, review and adjudication.

Receipt: Whether a claim is submitted to the VA by the veteran directly or by a VSO (like me), the claim is uploaded to the VA via computer 
and is received at a VA intake center. For the region east of the Mississippi, the intake center is in Janesville, Wisconsin. It is here that the 
claim will be sent to a VA Regional Office for development. VA correspondence is sent to the veteran from here stating that the claim has been 
received.

Development: This is where a VA person reviews the claim, requests a veteran’s military records (medical and personnel), review evidence 
submitted by the veteran (private medical records). If additional information/evidence is required, this individual will send the veteran 
correspondence with the requested specific info. NOTE: the VA will wait up to six weeks to receive the requested information. IF the 
information is not received, another letter will be sent and an additional six weeks waiting period will be in effect. THIS IS TWELEVE WEEKS, 
THREE MONTHS, that the claim has sat idle. I always advise veterans, open all mail from the VA and respond quickly. It is the veteran’s claim 
and the veteran’s responsibility to answer. Once all required evidence is gathered, the claim is ready for VA examinations. The claim is then 
transferred to another regional office for this. Once all exams are completed and returned, the claim is then transferred to ratings.

Ratings: This is where a rating specialist will review the examinations to ensure that the required medical questions have been addressed 
and a medical opinion for a diagnosis and opinion that the medical condition is indeed related to the in-service period of the veteran. Once a 
rating is rendered, the rating is transferred to a quality review team.

Quality review: Here a VA review specialist ensures that all the above has been addressed and is ready for the proper percentages of a rating 
to be applied. Once all have been addressed, the claim is sent to the adjudicators for release of any monetary awards.

Adjudicators: Here the monetary award(s) are distributed to the veteran’s financial institution.  ANOTHER NOTE: If the veteran did not include 
his/her bank information, another letter will go the veteran requesting same. And yes, the VA will wait for that response.

Okay, all the above is essentially a summary of a claim process. There are many variables along the way which can delay a claim. Some of 
the problems are on the VA to be sure, yet some are on the veteran as well. These are processes I have observed for the past thirteen years,

VA problems:  When the VA decided to “broker” these claims, VSO’s have no idea where the claim truly is in it’s development - From 
Janesville, it may be sent to New York for development, Seattle for exams, Tallahassee for ratings, Denver for monetary disbursements. 
Further, all pension/survivors’ claims go to Milwaukee, Wisconsin and all MST claims go to Puerto Rico. During the “Old Days”, I could go 
upstairs at the Chicago Regional Office and talk with a VA rater or coach to solve a problem or hurry it along. Those days are gone. Anyway, 
this is part of the problem.

Vet problems: Vets may miss important medical evidence, not be specific as to their medical condition, not provide private medical records, 
NOT respond to VA correspondence, not attend a scheduled VA compensation exam, not complete the claim form accurately, not return my 
calls or worst, not follow my advice.

Add to all this the VA is receiving historic claim submissions!  Why?  Good question. 

So, again, this is all very, very basic. I trust this does shed some light. As always, my best advice remains to seek the assistance of a VA 
accredited Veteran Service Officer. Further, I may be able to shed light for any member of the 11th ACVVC. Understand it may take a day or two, 
but I will reply. NOTE: If you call, make sure you tell me you are a member and please leave your contact info. I always tell Nam vets; I’ll go 
extra for us.

Allons 

Chuck Bosko
708-205-3541 cell
312-980-4512 office
chuckbosko@att.net
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Veteran Service Officer Information - Lawyers
Sharks, nature’s perfect predator, unless we talk about land sharks.  You know - the “attorneys or agents” who call veterans with 
messages of helping veterans submitting disability claims to the VA - for a fee! Okay, I am not disrespectful of attorneys and agents who 
are accredited by the VA. Those individuals provide a service for a veteran, usually when a veteran wants to appeal a rating decision. 
No, sharks are individuals who are not accredited by the VA. These individuals charge veterans a “retainer fee” for services such as 
“coaching, preparing and processing” documents which the VA terms, illegal!  A veteran cannot be charged for submitting a claim, no 
matter what the process is called, it is devious!

I have included a copy of an “agreement” between a veteran, whom I am assisting, and such a person. Take a good look at this 
agreement. No letterhead, no telephone number, no address, no indication of VA accreditation. If the veteran continued with this “shark” 
she would have to pay the guy 40% of what we call retro payment, plus the $5,000.00 fee! How can any of this stand up?

Folks - if you ever need to obtain 
the services of an attorney/agent, 
ask these questions:

1.	 Are you accredited by 
the VAs Office of General 
Council?

2.	 Ask for their accreditation 
number.  

3.	 Ask what their fee will 
be.  Do not agree to any 
amount over 20%.  

4.	 Members of the 11th 
ACVVC can call me with 
the name, city, etc. of an 
attorney/agent and I’ll 
look the person up.  

Fellow Cav guys, I see this often. 
Don’t fall for it, beware, be careful 
and be prepared. 

(Yes, I had to redact some stuff 
per my agency guidelines.)

Chuck Bosko
708-205-3541
chuckbosko@att.net
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Memorial Day 2023 
Long ago on night watch, staring into the darkened sky, 

maybe behind a machine gun on top of an M 48 “Patton Tank,” 
a Blackhorse trooper prayed all alone. He whispered - “I hope 
dear Lord that I will not too quickly forget that you are an 
awesome God. That you reign from heaven above with wis-
dom, power and love. That you will protect my brother 
troopers – and me as well. But if you decide that it is my time 
to come home, bring me to your embrace and comfort me 
with your grace.”    

Eternal God, let Your Grace and mercy rest upon us as we, 
with grateful affection, remember those warriors listed on that 
Wall. We may not be able to remember all 58,000 plus names. 
We may not be able to remember even our 730 Blackhorse broth-
ers listed there, but we do know some … or at least one name.    

May that remembrance of that one life, or of the several lives 
recalled, remain long among us and be a source of guidance and 
strength. Give to those who miss them deeply, wells of consola-
tion from which to draw comfort, let them also draw strength and 
mercy to serve others in time of need.  We don’t know them all 
… but we owe them all.  They wore the uniform, they stood tall, 
they stood up for America … they are our brother and sister war-
riors. 

Let us now turn … face the Wall and solemnly and sincerely 
salute them.  

Amen. 
(Editor’s note: The prayer above was provided by 11th ACVVC 
Chaplain Blandin “Bill” Karabinos at the annual Memorial Day 
wreath-laying at the Vietnam Veteran’s Memorial aka, “The 
Wall”) 

Chaplain’s Corner 
Chaplain Blandin Karabinos, HHT 2/11 ACR 71-72

Talking about our experiences in the war can be thera-
peutic.  Being able to access and express our feelings 
about what we went through can help lift the weight 

many veterans still feel on their souls, and it can help others 
understand the true impacts of the war.  But not all of us have 
reached that place where we can share our diverse perspec-
tives on our experiences.  I still count among my veteran 
acquaintances many who don’t want to, or can’t talk about 
their experiences, particularly with non-veterans. 

After all, if you didn’t go, how would you know what it 
was like?  No matter how they try to explain it to you they 
can’t imagine how you would understand.  It’s not just that 
sometimes there are no words that can adequately explain 
what we saw, how it made us feel, or how it didn’t relate to 
anything we had ever experienced.  If they seem reticent to 
talk about what they experienced please understand that it’s 
because they don’t know what to say to you….they don’t 
know how to relate it to you in a meaningful way, but more 
importantly they don’t really want to call up the memories 
that still haunt them to this day.  In reality, they don’t want to 
try and talk about it with people who can’t relate to or under-
stand the pain.  As far as many of them are  concerned, you 
simply can’t understand.   If they could even find the words 
to describe what they had experienced, why would they want 
(why would you want them) to transfer their demons to you?  
It’s different when they talk to other veterans because they 
went, they understand, they can relate. 

Most appreciate when you (and others) thank them for 
their service, albeit 50+ years after the fact, but it doesn’t 
escape them that you don’t really understand what you are 
thanking them for.  I’m sure many now realize that you have 
some level of appreciation for the sacrifices made by them 

and other veterans.  They want to believe that you are glad 
and thankful that they were willing to put their lives on the 
line but have trouble imagining that you have any concept of 
what their service in a war zone really meant or did to them.  

While there are hundreds of job specialties in the military 
services, they only fall into two categories.  Those that relate 
directly to killing people (combat arms - killing the enemy), 
or those who support the people who are directly in the field, 
face to face with and killing our perceived enemies.  Do you 
understand that? The recruiter  never made that plain to me 
before I enlisted, and I’m sure nobody ever explained it that 
way to draftees.  Do you understand what it means to commit 
to that level of service?  You have to commit to the idea that 
you are going to serve your country up to and including the 
possible sacrifice of your own life, or, maybe worse, you may 
be permanently disabled and unable to pursue a normal life. 
There are no absolutely safe occupational specialties.  Not 
then, not now.  

I don’t care who you are, or what kind of background you 
came from, nobody who goes to war ever comes back the 
same.  I don’t know why society expected us to just return 
and re-integrate into society like nothing ever happened.  The 
impact of the war on our psyches was bad enough, but we 
came home to a country that was openly hostile to our service 
in Vietnam…..I know I (we) were changed.  But when we 
search for the words to explain what we experienced, to make 
sense of it at all, there are no words that suffice. Your normal 
was (and is) no longer our normal.  No matter how we 
appeared on the outside, no matter how normal we seemed to 
you, we knew our world had been (and remains) forever 
changed.  

K.H. Elliott, 541rst MID, 11th ACR

TTHHEERREE  AARREE  NNOO  WWOORRDDSS  

What a morning wakeup call.   As I started my coffee before dawn in early 
January, I noticed a white box of Krispy Kreme donuts on the counter.  
That was a pleasant surprise as we don’t usually have donuts on our 
kitchen counter.  Must have had company yesterday.   Smiling as I looked 
at the multi-colored Christmas lights reflecting off of the new fallen snow 
and smelled the coffee running through the Keurig, I noted the date on 
the side of the box:   1937.   “Krispy Kreme since 1937.”  Wow, that’s the 
same year I was born and rejoiced knowing that my life is still filled with 
miracles, small though they may be.

The miracle of being a proud American, slightly humbled the day before, 
as I watched the funeral rites accorded President Jimmy Carter.  The mil-
itary honors presented and the special care our service men and women 
offered as they so carefully and reverently carried him through to his in-
ternment in Plains, Georgia, to me echoed so many other military funerals 
I’ve attended and was again touched by the out pouring of love, respect 
for duty, honor, country and an admiration of a really good man.  God had 
blessed America once again by giving us Jimmy Carter.  

And then I leveled off to my profane self, and savored the Orange Bowl 
results as Notre Dame had beaten Penn State in the last seconds with 
a field goal that cleared the bar by only “a gnat’s eye lash.”  This was a 
good week.  It also was a week filled with patriotic fervor, and the thrill of 
victory (at least for half of America’s college football fans).   

Just thinking of all this, smelling my coffee brewing, licking my fingers 
after touching the icing on a Krispy Kreme donut, feeling elated at a Notre 
Dame victory and sadly sorry for my fellow Pennsylvanians over Penn 
State’s loss, I still could not stop thinking that Jimmy Carter was a vet-
eran.  His funeral made me realize once again that I have lived my life 
within the bubble of a miracle, so much of that miracle revolving around 
my feelings of Patriotism.

I will not judge his presidency, history and the results of programs he may 
or may not have set in motion, will do that.   At one time, his face had no 
chance of being carved at Mount Rushmore, but now, after five decades 
of reflection, maybe - Stone Mountain.  

Still, it was a day of pride for patriots; and that is what you are. 

Patriots, pure and simple.  

Informed patriots, caring Americans and loving human beings, all of us 
had just experienced something epic.  And we did so all together on  
January 9, 2025.

Before James Earl Carter, Jr., raised his right hand and swore and oath 
as Governor of Georgia, before he did so on the Capitol steps when he 
was sworn in as the President, he had taken that oath at Annapolis when 
he entered the Naval Academy:  he swore that he would “protect and 
defend the Constitution of the United States of America against all 
enemies, foreign and domestic, so help me God.”  You too took that 
same oath before you were sent off to Vietnam.

For me, and I really believe for you too, we all of a sudden were given 
a gift, a brilliant, beautiful thing, a new enlightenment, an arrangement, 
even a political intervention based on the astounding “assumption” that 
our Continental fathers had won for us a quarter of a millennium ago on 
the battle fields at Ticonderoga, Saratoga, Dorchester Heights, Monmouth 
Court House, Cowpens, Kings Mountain and Yorktown.  This assumption 
that we are all equal, that from where you start doesn’t dictate where you 
end up but may dictate how much greater your triumph.  

In Vietnam, we kept that assumption - keep the dream alive:  father to 
son, mother to daughter, down through the generations, inspired by the 
excellence of those who have forged our way, walked point before us, 
set the standards and created the Legend.  And despite the heartbreaks 
we have encountered along the way (who of us has not been affected 
by the depression of wars, the fluctuations of our received core values, 
the tearing down of statutes, the scorning of our flag, the ingratitude 
of our respect and the defunding of our authority figures, the changing 
of traditional names and the eating away of our cultural and traditional 
support venues)  we still held our heads high, shouted the phrase “USA” 
and forged forward. 

We, patriots, and, even the whole nation, have been doing this for 249 
years since that first 4th of July even in the face of all those attitude 
changes of our world.  For us, 53 to 55 years since we returned from 
Vietnam.  

And, if I might add, that date on the box of Krispy Kreme donuts tells me 
that I have lived, and shouted, laughed and cried with you and a lot of 
other patriots for over one-third of our nation’s history.  God grant you the 
same miracle.            

 Chaplain Bill

Krispy Kreme. 
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HAWORTH from page 1

and through jungles.  He would travel to 
where we were. 

He would bring in his bag, his Bible, 
his robes and set up a makeshift altar on 
sandbags, C-Ration boxes or whatever 
was available.  He would hold religious 
services for anyone that felt a need to 
attend.  Trooper Frank Church, said: “I 
took advantage of that at least once. I 
don’t remember what the topic was, but I 
do know that it meant a lot to me for him 
to listen and offer spiritual guidance for 
these were horrific times in the life of a 
soldier. There is no doubt that many 
young men enduring the ugliness of war 
felt the same as I did.” 

His connection with the cavalry was 
only beginning.  A few years later, the 
11th ACR was in Germany, and Larry was 
a community chaplain in the Cav’s area.  
Once the 11th Armored Cavalry’s 
Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia was 
formed, Larry continued his ministry by 
attending every reunion for the next 30 
years.  

In 2015, Larry was no longer physical-
ly able to attend our reunions, and moved, 
with his wife Deanna, into the Army 
Residence Community in San Antonio.   
He kept in touch as well as he could, even 
addressing the reunion gathering via 
videotape from San Antonio in 2017.    

On 14 February 2019, about ten mem-
bers of the 11th Armored Cavalry’s 
Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia came 
to San Antonio to present Larry with a 
Lifetime Achievement Award, as testimo-
ny to his many years of dedicated ministry 
and confirmed him as Chaplain Emeritus.    

Though Larry was unable to continue 

his ministry, nonetheless, he has been list-
ed in our newsletter, Thunder Run, as 
Chaplain Emeritus and continued asking 
God’s blessing on his Blackhorse broth-
ers.   

In 2004, Larry published an extremely 
readable and excellent book, Tales of 
Thunder Run.  Trooper Bob Rush (HHT 2; 
69-70), cited a quote from that book, 
which is particularly poignant to all of us 
veterans.  Larry wrote: “The veteran who 
has seen combat has seen life from a per-
spective the protected will never know.  
Before he served, he was one of the pro-
tected; not now.”    

At our Memorial Service in 
Birmingham, Larry Haworth was solemn-
ly remembered as Chaplain Bill said:  

I’d like to offer a short salute to a man 
who in Vietnam was referred to as “Saint 
Six.”   

Early on, in Larry’s young life.  He 
heard a call while reading the book of 
Isaih.  That evening he may have heard in 
his sleep a voice; a message - God’s soft, 
inviting words. 

“I am the Lord of sea and sky, 
I have heard my people cry. 
I who made the stars at night, 

I will make their darkness light. 
Who will bear my light to them? 
Whom shall I send? 
And Larry Haworth responded – 
Here am I Lord, is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will hold your people in my heart. 
And Larry served in God’s ministry well 
into the 1960’s when again he had 
another calling in the night.  It seemed 
like God in anguish said; 
“I will send my men away,  
Some may not see another day, 
Who will tell them, I love them? 
Who will bear my light to them so far 
away? 
Whom shall I send? 
And now Captain, Chaplain, Larry 
Haworth answered  
Here am I Lord, is it I Lord? 
I have heard you calling in the night. 
I will go Lord, if you lead me. 
I will smile and take away their fright. 
I will tell them Lord, that you love them  
I will tell them Lord, that … so do I. 
 … for “God loves you, and so do I.” 
That’s how Chaplain Haworth ended 

all the Thunder Run messages he wrote 
every quarter, over three decades.  “God 
loves you, so do I.” 

Chaplain Haworth 
Honored

Chaplain Haworth 
in Vietnam

Membership is Our Strength 
It’s not the price you pay to belong, it’s the price you 

paid to become eligible to join

In 2004, Larry published an extremely readable and excel-
lent book, Tales of Thunder Run.  Trooper Bob Rush 
(HHT 2; 69-70), cited a quote from that book, which is 
particularly poignant to all of us veterans.  Larry wrote: 
“The veteran who has seen combat has seen life from a 
perspective the protected will never know.  

So, the VA denied your claim and you believe 
the VA should not have done so. What is your 
next step? Within a one-year period of that 
decision a veteran has three possible routes to 
contest the VA decision. A higher-level review, 
supplemental claim or a review by a VLJ at the 
Board of Veteran Appeals

A higher-level review is usually the quicker 
route. This involves a statement from the 
veteran as to why the VA erred and involves a 
review of the VA decision by an experienced 
VA veteran service representative.  The veteran 
cannot include any new evidence as the veteran 
contends the VA erred with the available 
evidence (medical and non-medical) of record. 
The veteran can request a one-time hearing.  
(VA form 20-0996)

A supplemental claim involves the inclusion 
of new evidence a veteran may submit to 
support the veteran’s contention. This new 
evidence may include a private medical opinion 
which may differ from the VA medical opinion, 
supportive statements from family, friends, 
military individuals who served with the veteran 
(those individuals must include their social 
security number or service number and the 
time frame they served with the veteran) or a 
very strong narrative by the veteran describing 
the incident which caused the Inservice injury 
or development of the in-service illness. Note - 

the best private medical opinion(s) will include 
a statement by the medical provider that the 
rating decision was read and if possible, the VA 
medical exam was also read. When the VA is 
presented with two differing medical opinions 
for the same medical condition and both 
opinions are in equipoise (of equal weight), the 
tie goes to the veteran. VA form 20-0995

A review by a veteran Law Judge at the 
Board of Veteran Appeals. This route is most 
often the lengthiest as it is submitted directly 
to the Board of Veterans Appeals. (Note - I 
am preparing cases for Board hearings for 
appeals submitted January 2020.) The only 
“advantage” is that a veteran’s contention is 
a Board of Veterans Appeals Judge will review 
the case. Judges have a staff of 5-6 attorneys 
who review the case and then present it to 
the Judge for a final decision. With this route, 
a veteran can choose three reviews.  VA Form 
10182

Direct review. Again, no new evidence is 
allowed. The Judge will simply review the case 
and render an opinion. The veteran does not 
want a hearing.

Evidence submission. Again, as above with 
the supplemental, a Judge will review all old 
and new evidence and render an opinion.  The 
veteran does not want a hearing.

The veteran chooses to have a hearing with 
a Judge for the opportunity to present new 
evidence and or the opportunity to provide 
testimony which can include testimony from 
a spouse or another who witnessed an injury 
or illness in service. Testimonies are recorded 
and veterans/witnesses do take an oath. The 
veteran will be provided with a transcript of the 
hearing. Most decisions will be rendered within 
9-12 months after the hearing. 

As I have often advised, whichever route a 
veteran chooses to travel when disagreeing 
with a VA rating decision, do not pursue this 
alone. Seek the services of a VA accredited 
Veteran Service Officer.  Be aware - most 
Veteran Post Service Officers are not accredited 
by the VA.

Further, members of our organization are 
always invited to contact me regarding the 
above or other VA related questions. Just allow 
me a few days to respond to your calls, texts or 
emails.

Thank you for your service and Merry New Year!

Allons and Airborne!

Chuck Bosko 
708-205-3541  
chuckbosko@att.net

VA Denied Your Claim?
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We are sorry to report the following Troopers have taken the journey to Fiddler’s Green.  We send our heart-
felt sympathy and sincere condolences to their families and friends.  We honor their service to our country 
and to our regiment by posting their names.  
Over 500 U.S. newspapers are checked daily for the keywords “11th Cavalry” or “11th Armored Cavalry”.  
Information is then posted on our website to allow us to post notices. Please check the “Funeral Honor Guard check 
daily” at www.11thcavnam.com

Fiddler’s Green

Vincent Paul Baerman, C Troop, 1/11 (1969-
1970) passed away on March 8, 2023.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in Anacortes, WA.  He was laid to 
rest in Monument Cemetery, Monument, 
CO.  

Roger Dale Carter, HHT, 1/11 (1969-1970) 
passed away on November 28, 2022.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in Bristol, TN.  He was laid to rest in 
Mountain Home National Cemetery, 
Mountain Home, TN. 

Frederick E. Chattin, G Troop, 2/11 (1969-
1970) passed away on June 23, 2023.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in Hilton, NY.  He was laid to rest in 
Parma Union Cemetery, Parma, NY. 

Roger Henry Cooper, H Company, 2/11 
(1968-1968) passed away on December 6, 
2019.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Ontario, NY. 

James Phillip Cornwell, K Troop, 3/11 (1968-
1969) passed away on March 16, 2023.  
He was a member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in Colon, MI.  He was laid to rest in 
Ft. Custer National Cemetery, Augusta, MI.  

James Ervin Council, K Troop, 3/11 (1970-
1971) passed away on December 21, 
2017.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Tavares, FL.  He was 
laid to rest in Florida National Cemetery, 
Bushnell, FL.  

Bennie Ray Dawkins, D Company, 1/11 
(1968-1969) passed away on January 29, 
2018.  He was a member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Georgetown, GA.  He 
was laid to rest in New Providence Baptist 
Cemetery, Buena Vista, GA.  

George Stephen Deckon, Howitzer Battery, 
1/11 (1966-1967) passed away on 
February 28, 2022.  He was a member of 
the 11th ACVVC and resided in Marietta, 
GA.  He was laid to rest in Georgia National 
Cemetery, Canton, GA.  

Edward John Diederich, HHT, 2/11 (1967-
1967) passed away on March 13, 2022.  
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Madison, WI.    

Paul Richard Garell, D Company, 1/11 (1968-
1969) passed away on January 5, 2021.  
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Carlisle, PA. 

George Corbin Gates, Air Cavalry Troop 
(1969-1970) passed away on December 7, 
2022.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Bozeman, MT.  He 
was laid to rest in Montana State Veterans 
Cemetery, Helena, MT.  

Kenneth Howard Geesey, M Company, 3/11 
(1969-1970) passed away on March 20, 
2023.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Hankinson, ND.    

Fairl Gilland, F Troop, 2/11 (1970-1971) 
passed away on May 23, 2023.  He was a 
LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in Waterford, MI.  He was laid to 
rest in Lakeview Cemetery, Clarkston, MI.  

Franklin Garfield Green, Air Cavalry Troop 
(1971-1971) passed away on April 25, 
2022.  He was a member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Tulsa, OK.  He was 
laid to rest in Ft. Gibson National Cemetery, 
Fort Gibson, OK.  

William Augustus Hamilton, Air Cavalry Troop 
(1967-1969) passed away on May 15, 
2023.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Nampa, ID.  He was 
laid to rest in Idaho State Veterans 
Cemetery, Boise, ID.  

David Richard Hess, HHT, 3/11 (1968-1969) 
passed away on April 3, 2022.  He was a 
LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in Linwood, MI.  He was laid to rest 
in Great Lakes National Cemetery, Holly, MI  

Thomas Reichley Hicklin, 27th Engineer BN 
(1967-1968) passed away on /2021.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in Evansville, IN.  He was laid to rest 
in Wapello Cemetery, Wapello, IA.  

Garland Wayne Howell, HHT 11th ACR 
(1966-1967) passed away on March 8, 
2023.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Mansfield, OH.  He 
was laid to rest in Mansfield Cemetery, 
Mansfield, OH.  

Francis Joseph Hunt, G Troop, 2/11 (1968-
1969) passed away on June 14, 2023.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in Decatur, IL.    

Gary Reese Ishley, L Troop, 3/11 (1968-
1969) passed away on April 7, 2023.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in Salt Lake City, UT.  He was laid to 
rest in Utah Veterans Cemetery & Memorial 
Park, Bluffdale, UT.  

Russell Lynn Johnson, B Troop, 1/11 (1969-
1970) passed away on May 28, 2023.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in Norco, CA.  

Ernest Edward Joslin, Howitzer Battery, 2/11 
(1968-1969) passed away on August 1, 
2021.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Colorado Springs, 
CO.  He was laid to rest in Pikes Peak 
National Cemetery, Colorado Springs, CO.  

Paul David Madsen, Air Cavalry Troop (1968-
1969) passed away on May 12, 2021.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC and 
resided in San Antonio, TX.  He was laid to 
rest in Fort Sam Houston National Cemetery, 
San Antonio, TX.  

Albert Raymond Martin, A Troop, 1/11 
(1971-1971) passed away on December 9, 
2020.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in West Lafayette, IN.  
He was laid to rest in Dayton Cemetery, 
Dayton, IN.  

Roger Dale Mason, C Troop, 1/11 (1967-
1968) passed away on March 30, 2022.  
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Walling, TN.  He was laid to 
rest in Jericho Cemetery, Quebeck, TN.  

Philip Samuel Mendelson, 37th Medical 
Company (1969-1970) passed away on 
February 20, 2023.  He was a LIFE member 
of the 11th ACVVC and resided in 
Jacksonville, FL. 

Charles Rivers Mitchell, E Troop, 2/11 (1970-
1971) passed away on August 21, 2020.  
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Jackson, MS.  He was laid to 
rest in Marks Cemetery, Marks, MS. 

James Christopher Aldridge, 919th 
Engineer Company (1968-1969) passed 
away on June 4, 2024.  He was a LIFE 
member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in 
Lakeland, FL.  He was laid to rest in Florida 
National Cemetery, Bushnell, FL.  
 
Jerry Lee Blasdel, Air Cavalry Troop (1968-
1969) passed away on October 25, 2024.  
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Richmond, TX.  He was 
laid to rest in Greenlawn Memorial Park, 
Rosenberg, TX.  
 
Amos Edward Brown, A Troop, 1/11 
(1968-1969) passed away January 13, 
2022.  He was a LIFE member of the 
11th ACVVC and resided in Reno, NV.  
He was laid to rest in Riverside National 
Cemetery, Riverside, CA.  
 
Larry Odell Burnette, B Troop, 1/11 
(1968-1968) passed away on October 
22, 2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 
11th ACVVC and resided in Stuart, VA.  He 
was laid to rest in John Adams Cemetery, 
Patrick Springs, VA. 
 
Joseph Lewis Coopet, A Troop, 1/11 
(1968-1969) passed away on December 8, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Woodbury, MN. 
 
Lee Edward Duke, HHT, 2/11 (1968-1969) 
passed away on September 7, 2021.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Coatesville, PA.  He was laid 
to rest in US Military Academy Cemetery, 
West Point, NY. 

David Raymond Derk, I Troop, 3/11 
(1968-1969) passed away on February 3, 
2025.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Pinconning, MI.  He 
was laid to rest in Great Lakes National 
Cemetery, Holly, MI.   
Cova Steven Gee, K Troop, 3/11 (1969-
1969) passed away on June 21, 2024.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Louisville, KY.    
 
Wiley Landon Graham, I Troop, 3/11 
(1967-1968) passed away on October 21, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 

ACVVC and resided in Hazlehurst, GA.  He 
was laid to rest in Philadelphia Baptist 
Church Cemetery, Jeff Davis County, GA.  
 
Charles Arthur Henne, B Troop, 1/11 
(1970-1971) passed away on October 
29, 2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 
11th ACVVC and resided in San Antonio, 
TX.  He was laid to rest in Ft. Sam Houston 
National Cemetery, San Antonio, TX.  
 
Kenneth P. Hetrick, Howitzer Battery, 2/11 
(1967-1968) passed away on November 
19, 2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 
11th ACVVC and resided in Grantville, 
PA.  He was laid to rest in Zion Lutheran 
Cemetery, Granville, PA. 

Mantora Hollins, HHT, 2/11 (1970-1971) 
passed away on September 3, 2024.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Ypsilanti, MI. 

David Keith Jarrell, F Troop, 2/11 (1966-
1967) passed away on January 26, 2025.  
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Gastonia, NC.  He was laid 
to rest in Hollywood Cemetery, Gastonia, 
NC.

Ronald Joseph Jaski, I Troop, 3/11 (1970-
1971) passed away on December 23, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Mchenry, IL.    
 
Warren Emory Jiggens, G Troop, 2/11 
(1970-1971) passed away on October 10, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Auburn, WA.    
 
James Ivan Johnson, D Company, 1/11 
(1968-1969) passed away on January 11, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Mount Vernon, 
IL.  He was laid to rest in Little Springs 
Cemetery, Dale, Hamilton County, IL.  
 
Frank Kemplin, G Troop, 2/11 (1971-1972) 
passed away on November 24, 2023.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Harrodsburg, KY.    
 
 
 

Bruce M. Kersis, HHT, 1/11 (1970-1971) 
passed away on October 22, 2024.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Kingman, AZ.    
 
Gerald J. Lamb, L Troop, 3/11 (1967-1967) 
passed away on August 30, 2024.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Portland, OR.  He was laid 
to rest in Willamette National Cemetery, 
Portland, OR.  
 
Larry R. Longsworth, I Troop, 3/11 (1969-
1970) passed away on June 11, 2012.  He 
was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Wapakoneta, OH.  He 
was laid to rest in Greenlawn Cemetery, 
Wapakoneta, Auglaize County, OH.  
 
Ruben Martinez, Howitzer Battery, 2/11 
(1968-1969) passed away on November 
20, 2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 
11th ACVVC and resided in Casa Grande, 
AZ.  He was laid to rest in Mountain View 
Cemetery, Casa Grande, AZ.  
 
Earl Henry Minor, M Company, 3/11 
(1966-1967 & 1970-1971) passed awan on 
October 29, 2024.  He was a LIFE member 
of the 11th ACVVC and resided in Mobile, 
AL.  He was laid to rest in Alabama State 
Veterans Memorial Cemetery, Spanish 
Fort, AL. 
 
James R. Moses, Howitzer Battery, 3/11 
(1969-1970) passed away on December 1, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in San Jose, CA.    
 
Duncan Colquitt Murrow, C Troop, 1/11 
(1968-1969) passed away on October 
26, 2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 
11th ACVVC and resided in Dunn, NC.  He 
was laid to rest in Western Carolina State 
Veteran Cemetery, Black Mountain, NC. 

William Ostermeyer, 188th Maintenance 
Det (1966-1967) passed away on 
December 17, 2024.  He was a LIFE 
member of the 11th ACVVC and resided 
in Cincinnati, OH.  He was laid to rest 
in Kentucky Veterans Cemetery North, 
Williamstown, KY. 

Continued on page 24
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William Stuart Powis, HHT, 2/11 (1970-
1972) passed away November 15, 2022.  
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and lived in Loveland, CO.  He was laid 
to rest in Ft. Logan National Cemetery, 
Denver, CO. 
 Dennis Allen Rapp, K Troop, 3/11 (1967-
1968) passed away on November 13, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Friedens, PA.  He 
was laid to rest in Friedens Lutheran 
Church Cemetery, Friedens, PA.  
 David Michael Sierzega, B Troop, 1/11 
(1970-1971) passed away on February 8, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Golden, CO.  He was 
laid to rest in Abraham Lincoln National 
Cemetery, Elwood, IL.  
 Steven Michael Sinclair, Howitzer 
Battery, 3/11 (1968-1968) passed away 
on November 27, 2024.  He was a LIFE 
member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in 
Hillsboro, OR.    
 Jerry Lee Stahl, 124th Combat Support 
Maintenance Det (1970-1971) passed 
away on October 26, 2023.  He was a LIFE 
member of the 11th ACVVC and resided 
in Lampasas, TX.  He was laid to rest in 
Central Texas State Veterans Cemetery, 
Killeen, TX. 

Victor William Sternberg, HHT, 3/11 
(1970) passed away on February 3, 2025.  
He was a LIFE member of the 11th ACVVC 
and resided in Brooksville, FL. 
 Frank Anthony Townsend, D Company, 
1/11 (1968-1969) passed away on 
December 16, 2024.  He was a LIFE 
member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in 
Hanover, IL.  
 Rexell Howard Whalen, 541st Military 
Intelligence Det (1966-1967) passed 
away on January 21, 2024.  He was a LIFE 
member of the 11th ACVVC and resided in 
Denham Springs, LA.  He was laid to rest 
in Louisiana National Cemetery, Zachary, 
LA.  
 Thomas Eugene White, Secretary of 
the Army (2001-2004), 52nd Colonel 
(1986-1988), Air Cavalry Troop (1968-
1969) passed away on December 10, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Spring, TX.  Funeral 
arrangements are still pending at this 
time.  
 David Bruce Williams, C Troop, 1/11 
(1968-1969) passed away on December 5, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Bellingham, WA.  He 
was laid to rest in Greenacres Memorial 
Park, Ferndale, WA.  

 Jerry Ray Wilson, H Company 2/11 
(1967-1968) passed away February 15, 
2022.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Indianapolis, IN.  He 
was laid to rest in Rest Haven Cemetery, 
Edinburgh, IN.  
 William Robert Wolfenden, K Troop, 3/11 
(1966-1967) passed away on October 22, 
2024.  He was a LIFE member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Jasper, GA.    
 Herman Duane Yaeger, 6th PSYOPS 
(1968-1969) passed away on December 
19, 2024.  He was a member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Woodlawn, IL.  He 
was laid to rest in Oakwood Cemetery, 
Mount Vernon, IL.  
 Carl Edwin Zehren, Howitzer Battery, 1/11 
(1970-1970) passed away on September 
10, 2014.  He was a member of the 11th 
ACVVC and resided in Shawano, WI.  
 

Brigadier General (Retired) Thomas E. White, Jr. 
52nd Colonel of the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment, 19th Secretary of the Army

BG (Ret.) Thomas E. White, Jr. 
passed away December 10, 2024 
after a lengthy illness. Tom com-
manded troops with great distinction 
at every level from armored cavalry 
platoon through regiment, including 
three tours with the 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment. He later con-
tinued his service to his country 
as the Secretary of the Army.

From June 1968 to May 1969, Tom 
was the Platoon Leader, M Compa-
ny, 3/11 ACR; and later he served 
as Troop Commander of K Troop, 

3/11 ACR — both while in Vietnam. 
From June 1979 to June 1981, he was the 11th’s Regimental S-3 (Operations Officer) and then the Regimental Executive Officer. Then 
from June 1981 to June 1983, he commanded 1st Squadron, 11th ACR. From June 1986 to June 1988, Tom commanded the Regiment. 

When more details are available, we will update the Association’s members.

The Blackhorse Association mourns the passing of Tom White, and we extend our sympathies to his family, his friends, and the troopers 
with whom he served.

(Editor’s note: Reprinted with permission of The Blackhorse Association)
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Just one more day by Robert “Bob” Kickenweitz

September 23, 1967, for the past 36 hours or so I’ve been very anxious as I had already turned in my helmet, flak jacket, and 
my M-16. I left Blackhorse base camp for the last time on my way to Long Binh, South Vietnam for final out processing. With all 
my paperwork completed, I sat around all day on pins and needles. At two thirty or three o’clock, we were sent over by truck to 
Bien Hoa Air Base, again we had to wait until about four o’clock. They called out our flight, and as we got to the person at the 
gate, we had to call out our last name, first name, and service number. Then we got on board the Intercontinental Airlines 707 
(the Freedom Bird). As I boarded the plane with about another 160 guys you could cut the anxiety with a knife, nobody wanted 
to be this close to getting home and then be killed. You could have heard a pin drop in that plane. NOBODY was talking, I mean 
NOBODY! As I sat in my seat on the port side of the plane, the sun shone through my window. I could see my reflection in the 
window, and I can remember thinking to myself this is like a scene out of a movie. I also remember thinking that now that it’s 
over, that year went fast. The door closed, and the plane started to roll toward the end of the runway. Engines revved up and we 
started rolling down the runway, then the nose lifted and under full throttle we took off. We climbed at a very steep angle to get 
altitude quickly and still NOBODY is saying a word. After a minute or two the pilot came over the loudspeaker and said, “Gentle-
man we have left South Vietnam air space” and all hell broke loose! After 11 months and 21 days I was out of there and on my 
way home, I made it!   

So here I am 57 years later, and although I’m not physically in Vietnam I’m still there mentally. If you have never been in a war 
zone you probably have no clue to the anxiety level that is felt on a 24/7 basis for an entire year. The anxiety is always there, 
even if you don’t realize it. It’s always hiding somewhere in the shadows or over your shoulder but it is there. War is strange, 
one minute you could be bored out of your mind, and the next you’re fighting for your life. You never want to let down your 
guard even when you’re bored, if you do, you go home in a body bag. You just want “One more day Lord, just one more day.” 
That’s what you pray for every night “Just one more day.” I’m so blessed to have the family I have, especially my wife Patti. 
They may not know what I’m thinking about at times, but they know it’s somehow related to Vietnam and they are always sup-
portive of me. Someone once wrote, “Not everyone who lost his life in Vietnam died there, not everyone who came home from 
Vietnam ever left there.” One thing I have come to realize is that you can never forget Vietnam, so you might as well embrace it.
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Florida Elks (Sebring) Veteran of the Year.
              Congratulations to Doctor Nick Cifelli!

Captain Nicholas Cifelli, former Medical Officer, 37th Medical Company, 2nd Squadron, 11th Armored 
Cavalry Regiment (1971-72) was selected as veteran of the year by the Sebring, Florida Elks Lodge for 2024.   
Doc Cifelli, as we knew him in the Nam, had moved to Florida from New Jersey in 1994, to head the office 
for the Columbia Health Care Systems.  Once there, he joined the Department of Veterans Affairs in 2000, 
working full time in Primary Care at the Fort Myers Veteran Clinic until 2010.    

This is the same Doc Cifelli, the very last medical officer of the Legendary Black Horse Regiment in 
Vietnam and the same “Mustached Medicine Man” [Thunder Run – 2Q2010] who fifty-three years later, is 
still serving his fellow Vietnam veterans as well as the men and women who wore different camo-khakis in 
Korea and have recently, in subsequent wars served their country well - and the same Doc Cifelli who is now 
an 83-year-old retired Medical Doctor.

Not quite retired!   No, Doctor Cifelli did retire once in 2010 From his full-time VA Primary Care 
physician position, but continues these last 15 years, part-time.  He just can’t stay home and play Pickle Ball 
or clean up after hurricanes, instead, he volunteers at least three days a month: ever on call.

In 2014, he learned that the Port Charlotte VA had a waiting list of a few hundred veterans trying to 
establish medical care, and so he worked four days a week to empty that backlog.  He registered, examined 
and prescribed medication and treatments, as well as consulted with other specialists as needed, until that 
list of veterans was closed.  “It took several months” as Doctor Nick tells it.  

Then, in 2023 he found a waiting list of over a hundred veterans at the Sebring VA Clinic and 
volunteered to “take his show on the road” and handle that backlog until each veteran was examined and 
registered, as well as, prescribed with the appropriate medications.    And so, as in Vietnam, where he 
served and cared for the 11th Armored Cavalry Regiment troopers (as he made them laugh and smile), five 
decades later, he is still working as a dynamic “advocate” for his brother veterans. 

“As far as I was concerned, I was just helping out to expedite medical service for fellow veterans,” 
Nick responded when receiving the award.  

As retired Colonel William Stokes, the last 11th Cav squadron commander in Vietnam, recalls: “Yes, 
Doc Cifelli liked to take his show on the road, maybe because he so enjoyed carrying a side-arm while he was 
in the field.  But that advocacy and concern for veterans in Florida is not much different from the care he 
exhibited in Vietnam.  But I always wonder how he put together that lobster roast in Chu Chi?” 

Like the Legendary Blackhorse Regiment, whose Troops were seldom in one place for an extended 
period, Nick Cifelli liked jumping on helicopters to get to the troops in the field or firebases.  Once there, and 
after completing his rounds, he often moved down the road to small villages in the middle of no-where to 
run “Med caps” and with a Kit Carson interpreter, bringing care, comfort and healing to poor and isolated 
Vietnamese villagers. 

“Fifty-three years ago in dulled, drab but always starched jungle fatigues he looked down the throats 
of young and old Montagnards or other rice-farmers and villagers,” Chaplain Bill recalls:  “he also would 
spend hours in the hot sun of orphanages’ schoolyard, caring for deaf-mute children and instructing the 
Vietnamese nuns as to how to properly dress wounds or deliver medication”.  

John Hrom, a 2nd Squadron Platoon Leader in Vietnam adds: “The guy was a tyrant relative to 
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health care, and a sought-after friend for many an 11th Cav trooper.  When Nick was around you had to smile. His 
scintillated phrases of wisdom often ended on an irrepressible note of facetiousness, balancing the seriousness of 
each event in real-time practicality.  Nick was the kind of guy you would take on a “Bear Hunt” or on a train ride 
across country:  never a dull moment.”   

He was always there for his brothers.  Even while working at the Fort Myers VA Clinic, the Patient 
Advocates would always send the most difficult cases, either with medical or personal problems to him.   One 
particular heart-warming story involved a Vietnam veteran from North Carolina who had been trying for 10 years 
to receive service-connected disability for his diabetes/Agent Orange problem.  He had been denied on 3 or 4 
occasions.  He had been originally treated in North Carolina for really severe uncontrolled diabetes that did not 
respond to oral medication or stan insulin treatment: his Endocrinologist put him on an Insulin Pump, which 
probably saved his life, but the VA would not approve that treatment as Agent Orange related.  Doctor Nick told 
him to reapply and then Nick had lengthy discussions with the C&P doctor, carefully explaining the situation and 
proving that the veteran had the type of diabetes to be service connected.   He was successful and then once 
approved, it was deemed retro-active for 10 years.  

As Churchill said in 1940: “Good things happen to those who stand and wait.”  Needless to say, the first 
check was large, and the veteran was now self-sufficient.  He had been unwilling to get married because of his 
finances.  This all changed.  The Patient Advocate at the VA Clinic in Fort Myers was a Notary and in Florida, 
could officiate the marriage.  The veteran was married at the clinic … and Doctor Nick, once Captain Cifelli of the 
Legendary Blackhorse Regiment was his Best Man.   

11th Cav/37th Medical Company Medcap at  
Khiem Han, Vietnam

Doc Cifelli at Father Bob Crawford’s 
Orphanage in Saigon.

The child Captain Cifelli is holding was not 
a random orphan.  In fact, she was in the 

process of being adopted by the Cavanaugh 
family – an officer who had served in 

Vietnam prior and a man Nick had known 
while stationed at Edgewood Arsenal in 

Maryland.   
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-                                         REGISTRATION FORM                                                 - 
40th Annual 11th ACVVC Reunion 

September 2, 2025-September 7, 2025 
Hyatt Regency Tulsa, 100 E. Second St. Tulsa, OK 74103 

                   Reservations by phone:  918-560-2219 use code ACVV        
   On-line:  https://www.hyatt.com/en-US/group-booking/TULRT/G-ACVV  

                      Scooter Rental: T-Town Mobility 918-600-2112 
                                                        On -Line: stephanie@ttownmobility.com 
                          Registration fee is $130 per person. This fee is required for attendance at the Wednesday,  
                                  Thursday, and Friday night bunker parties and Saturday evening banquet dinner. 
All registrations must be received by August 21, 2025.  All hotel reservations must be made by August 4, 2025. Any 

registration received after this date will be returned.  Registration refunds will be paid in full to our members if 
cancellation is received by the Treasurer no later than August 21, 2025. 

 
PLEASE PRINT ALL INFORMATION 

(print clearly or use mailing label) 
 

Name _____________________________________________Telephone No: ______________________ 

Address______________________________________________________________________________ 

City/State/Zip ________________________________________________________________________ 

E-Mail Address_______________________________________________________________________ 

Unit Assignment__________________________________   Dates in Country _____________________ 
(Example: B TRP, D CO - List only one unit.  This is your banquet seating.)                 (Example: 1966-1967)  
 
 KIA Relative?   Yes, Name of KIA:  ____________________________________________________ 
 
Relationship to KIA:  ________________________ Unit: _____________________________________  
ATTENDEES, INCLUDING YOURSELF (please print)                                                      
__________________________________________________________ $____________ 

__________________________________________________________ $____________ 

__________________________________________________________ $____________ 

__________________________________________________________ $____________ 

__________________________________________________________            $____________ 

Total Registration Fee   $____________ 

 
Banquet Meal Selection (Indicate number for each selection) Chicken____Beef____Veggie____ 
 
Is this your first reunion?   Yes    No    Wheelchair or special needs banquet seating?   Yes        
 
 Visa    MasterCard                                                      Please enter Security Code/CVC# here__ __ __  
 
Card No. ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___    ___ ___ ___ ___   ___ ___ ___ ___   Exp. Date _______  
   
Signature (Required for credit card) _______________________________________________________ 
 

Make checks payable to 11th ACVVC. Please mail registration form along with payment to: 
 

11th ACVVC 
C/O OLLIE PICKRAL 

 571 DITCHLEY RD 
KILMARNOCK, VA 22482 
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#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a #38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#2 Key Ring $6.00

#3 Bumper Sticker $3.00
#4 Window 
Sticker $3.00

#7 Blackhorse Patch 
Colored $5.00

#10 Web Belt with buckle $25.00

#11 Flag, Indoor/Outdoor $60.00

#13 License Plate, Blackhorse $9.00

#14 License Plate Frame, Black 
w/white letters $13.00

#17 Blackhorse Pin 
$5.00

#18 11th ACR 
Regimental Crest 
$5.00

#19 Blackhorse Cavalry Pin $5.00

#20 Vietnam 
Blackhorse Pin, 
Wreath $5.00

#21 Small 
Magnetic Patch 
(5”x4 3/4”) $5.00

The 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia 

QM Store

#9 CIB car 
magnet, 

3”x4” $6.00 

#26 Large Magnetic Patch 
(8” x 7 3/4”) $7.00

#16 Tote Bag, 
Embroidered $22.00

#DVD Blackhorse $15.00 

#45 See 
through 
Window Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 12” x 
13” $15.00
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through 
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4.5” $10.00

#38a #38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00
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Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 
#

25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

#
 1 2023 

Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#
38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#1 Allons Patch -  
3 “ x 2” inches  
$5.00

#
25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

#
 1 2023 

Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#
38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 

#
25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

#
 1 2023 

Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#
38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 
#18 11th ACR  
Regimental Crest
$7.00

#
25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

#
 1 2023 

Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#
38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 

#19 Blackhorse Cavalry Pin $6.50

#
25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

#
 1 2023 

Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#
38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 
#

25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

#
 1 2023 

Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#
38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 
#

25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

#
 1 2023 

Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#
38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 
#37 Gray Cotton
T-Shirt $20.00

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#16 Eddie Bauer  
Hooded Soft Shell  
Jacket  $94.00
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#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

The Quartermaster Store is now on line at: 11thcavnam.com

#31 Messenger  
Brief Case
$24.00

#30 Value
Computer Case 
$20.00

#32 Large Active  
Duffel
$34.00

#14 License Plate  
Frame, Black
w/white letters $5.00

#33 Heavy Blend  
hooded sweatshirt

$28.00

#34 Camouflage Sport  
Duffel

$40.00

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#10 Small Blackhorse Magnet
$6.00 

#26 Large Blackhorse Magnet  
7 X 8 ½” $10.00

#2 Key Ring $6.00

#3 Bumper Sticker $3.00
#4 Window 
Sticker $3.00

#7 Blackhorse Patch 
Colored $5.00

#10 Web Belt with buckle $25.00

#11 Flag, Indoor/Outdoor $60.00

#13 License Plate, Blackhorse $9.00

#14 License Plate Frame, Black 
w/white letters $13.00

#17 Blackhorse Pin 
$5.00

#18 11th ACR 
Regimental Crest 
$5.00

#19 Blackhorse Cavalry Pin $5.00

#20 Vietnam 
Blackhorse Pin, 
Wreath $5.00

#21 Small 
Magnetic Patch 
(5”x4 3/4”) $5.00

The 11th Armored Cavalry’s Veterans of Vietnam and Cambodia 

QM Store

#9 CIB car 
magnet, 

3”x4” $6.00 

#26 Large Magnetic Patch 
(8” x 7 3/4”) $7.00

#16 Tote Bag, 
Embroidered $22.00

#DVD Blackhorse $15.00 

#45 See 
through 
Window Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 12” x 
13” $15.00

#36 Allons  
Decal $3.00

#12 “The Beast” Blackhorse Knife 
- It is a multi-purpose tool. $22.00

#2 11th Armored Cavalry Patch  
3” x 2” $5.00

#43 Outdoor Wide 
Brim Hat $25.00

#48 Sportsman Hat 
$18.00

#35 Circuit  
Backpack

$20.00

#47 11th Cavalry  
Cap $18.50
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1st Edition, 2025 Thunder Run

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a #38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a #38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a #38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 #25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#8 Metal Crest on  
Leather Key Tag

$8.00

#15 Leatherette  
Coaster 4” Rawhide  
Coaster $4.00

#6 Knit Cap  
$18.00

#24 Blackhorse Fleece Vest 
$29.00

#27 Eddie Bauer  
Polo  $32.00

#28 Blackhorse Logo 
Sticker 2” X 2.5” with 
adhesive on back” $2.00

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#39-#40 T-shirt, Light Gray and Green
Gildan ultra cotton with full color insignia 

$20.00

#
25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

#
 1 2023 

Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#
38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 

#
25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

#
 1 2023 

Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#
38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 

#22 DVD 11th ACR in OIF III  
$15.00

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a#38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#38 Poplin Hats $18.00

#
25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

#
 1 2023 

Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#
38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim
 Shirt, w

/BH &
 

VN Ribbon  $35.00

#
44 See 

through 
W

indow
 

Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#
38a

#
38b

#
38d

#
31 Lapel or Hat Pin 

Size Spurs $7.00

#
27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#
35 See through W

indow
 

Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#
5 Hoodie Sw

eat Shirt  $30.00

#
39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray &

 Green $20.00 

#
DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 

$15.00 
#41 & 42 Dark Denim Shirt
Available in Long and Short Sleeve

#51 Lightweight Wind Jacket  
$34.00

#50 Ladies Jersey  
Knit Cardigan 
$40.00

#49 Dry Zone Grid  
Polo $30.00

#46 Blackhorse 
 Saber $89.00

30

The Quartermaster Store is now on line at: 11thcavnam.com

#23 White 11th ACR  
Vietnam cap

$18.00

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a #38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a #38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#25 Blackhorse Coin $15.00

# 1 2023 
Reunion Polo 
Shirt  $42.00 
(S-L); $44.00 
(2X-4X)

#38 Poplin Hats $17.00

Dark  Denim Shirt, w/BH & 
VN Ribbon  $35.00

#44 See 
through 
Window 
Decal 
Blackhorse 
Patch, 5” x 
4.5” $10.00

#38a #38b

#38d

#31 Lapel or Hat Pin 
Size Spurs $7.00

#27 Golden Boot Spurs   $30.00

#35 See through Window 
Decal Sabers and Patch, 
12” x 13”  $15.00

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt  $30.00

#39 a/b T-Shirt, Light Gray & Green $20.00 

#DVD 11th ACR in OIF III 
$15.00 

#5 Hoodie Sweat Shirt $30.00

#21 Port  
Authority  
Soft Shell  
Jacket 
$52.00

#52 Blackhorse  
Pendant 
$12.00

#53 Woodland
Shirt Jacket 
$52.00

#54 
Flag Pin 
$6.50

#55 4” Vietnam  
Cambodia Patch 
$5.00

#56 Leatherette 
Koozie  

(Black or Red) 
$7.00

#57 4” Stadium  
Blanket (Gray or Red) 
$22.00

#58 Distressed
Military Cap

 $18.50
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Item No. Product Description $ Amt             Size           Qty         $ Total 
1. Reunion Polo Shirt  ($42 for S-L; $44 for 2X-4X) ..................................................................................42.00-44.00 ____ ____ ____ 
2. Key ring, Plastic .................................................................................................................................. 6.00 ____ ____ ____ 
3. Bumper Sticker “I Rode With The Blackhorse” w/full color BH insignia ................................................ 3.00 ____ ____ ____ 
4. Window Sticker, full color BH insignia and Vietnam service ribbon ........................................................ 3.00 ____ ____ ____ 
5. Hoodie Sweat Shirt .............................................................................................................................. 30.00 ____ ____ ____ 
7. Blackhorse Shoulder Patch, Colored .................................................................................................... 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
9. CIB car magnet, 3”x4” .......................................................................................................................... 6.00 ____ ____ ____ 
10. Belt: Military style ‘web’ trouser belt with Blackhorse buckle................................................................ 25.00 ____ ____ ____ 
11. Flag, indoor/outdoor 3’x5’ with color insignia .................................................................................... 60.00 ____ ____ ____ 
13. License Plate, metal red & white background with crossed sabers & 11 ............................................ 9.00 ____ ____ ____ 
14. License Plate Frame, metal, black w/Blackhorse 11th US Cavalry in white .......................................... 13.00 ____ ____ ____ 
16. Tote Bag, red & black, 14xl1x6 w/full color BH insignia and VN rib .................................................... 22.00 ____ ____ ____ 
17. Blackhorse Pin .................................................................................................................................. 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
18. 11th ACR Regimental Crest ................................................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
19. Blackhorse Cavalry Pin, brass, 11 over crossed sabers ...................................................................... 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
20. Vietnam Blackhorse Pin w/wreath........................................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
21. Small Magnetic Patch “Blackhorse” (5”x 4 3/4”) ................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
22. DVD 11th ACR in OIF III ...................................................................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
23. DVD - Blackhorse................................................................................................................................15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
25. Blackhorse Coin .................................................................................................................................. 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
26. Large Magnetic Patch “Blackhorse” (8” x 7 3/4”) ................................................................................ 7.00 ____ ____ ____ 
27. Golden Boot Spurs   .......................................................................................................................... 30.00 ____ ____ ____ 
31. Lapel or Hat Pin Size Spurs  .............................................................................................................. 7.00 ____ ____ ____ 
33. Book, “Blackhorse Tales” .................................................................................................................... 25.00 ____ ____ ____ 
35.See-through Window Decal Sabers and Patch, 12” x 13” .................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
38. Hat, Poplin adjustable r 38a,   r 38b,    r 38c .............................................................................................. 17.00 ____ ____ ____ 
39. Blackhorse T-shirt, 100% cotton, preshrunk, full color BH insignia. Specify color: r Light Gray  r Green .... 20.00 ____ ____ ____ 
41. Dark Denim shirt (men’s) ).................................................................................................................... 35.00 ____ ____ ____ 
44. See through Window Decal Blackhorse Patch 5” x  4.5”...................................................................... 10.00 ____ ____ ____ 
45. See through Window Decal Blackhorse Patch 12” x  13” .................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 

Subtotal ____ 
Shipping and Handling ______ 
Total ______

Quartermaster 
11TH ARMORED CAVALRY’S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA

Note: unless otherwise noted, all clothing items are available in size medium through size 
3XL. Specify size and color preference of item requested.

OORRDDEERR  FFOORRMM  ••44tthh  QQttrr  22002233

r Visa r Mastercard Card # ______________________________________Exp. Date __________CVC Code______

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________

* If paying by check, please write your drivers license number on the check.

Shipping Costs: (Includes multiple Items) 

A) $3.00 — $5.00    = $3.00 C) $10.00 — $35.00 = $15.00 Gear Bag Only = $25 00  
B) $6.00 — $10.00   = $9.00 D) $36.00 and up = $20.00 Gear Bags with other items = $28.00

NNEEWW!!

NNEEWW!!

*Name ________________________________________________________________________Phone ____________________________

*Address ______________________________________________________________________Email ______________________________

*City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
r Check if address change
Please include the largest of chosen items S/H costs with your order. Checks or Money Orders should be made payable to Finish Line Awards.
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Previous price lists are invalid. Mail order to: 11th ACVVC QM, c/o Finish Line Awards, P.O. Box 475,
Wellington, CO  80549
* Required info to process your order

NNEEWW!!

1.  Allons Patch ..................................................................................................................................................................................
2. 11th Armored Cavalry Patch .........................................................................................................................................................
3. Bumper Sticker “I Rode With the Blackhorse” w/ full color BH insignia ......................................................................................
4. Window Sticker, full color BH insignia and Vietnam service ribbon ............................................................................................. 
5. Full Zip Hooded Sweatshirt ...........................................................................................................................................................
6. Knit Cap - Black and Grey ..............................................................................................................................................................
7. Full Color Shoulder Patch ...............................................................................................................................................................
8. Metal Crest on Leather Key Tag ....................................................................................................................................................
9. CIB car magnet, 3”x4” ...................................................................................................................................................................
10. Small Blackhorse Magnet ............................................................................................................................................................
11. Flag, indoor/outdoor 3’x5’ with color insignia ............................................................................................................................
12. “The Beast” Blackhorse Knife......................................................................................................................................................
13. License Plate, metal red & white background with crossed sabers & 11..................................................................................
14. License Plate Frame, metal, black w/Blackhorse 11th US Cavalry in white .............................................................................
15. Leatherette Coaster - 4”...............................................................................................................................................................
16. Eddie Bauer Hooded Soft Shell Jacket .......................................................................................................................................
17. Blackhorse Pin..............................................................................................................................................................................
18. Allons Unit Crest ..........................................................................................................................................................................
19. Blackhorse Regimental Pin – 11 over cross sabers....................................................................................................................
20. Vietnam Blackhorse Pin - With Vietnam Wreath .........................................................................................................................
21. Port Authority Soft Shell Jacket ..................................................................................................................................................
22. DVD 11th ACR in OIF III .................................................................................................................................................................
23. White 11th ACR Vietnam Cap ......................................................................................................................................................
24. Blackhorse Fleece Vest................................................................................................................................................................
25. Blackhorse Coin ...........................................................................................................................................................................
26. Large Blackhorse Magnet (7” x 8.5”) .........................................................................................................................................
27. Eddie Bauer Polo .........................................................................................................................................................................
28. Blackhorse Logo Sticker – 2” X 2.5” with adhesive on back ....................................................................................................
30. Value Computer Case .................................................................................................................................................................. 
31. Messenger Briefcase .................................................................................................................................................................. 
32. Lg. Active Duffel .......................................................................................................................................................................... 
33. Heavy Blend Hooded Sweatshirt ................................................................................................................................................ 
34. Camouflage Sport Duffel ............................................................................................................................................................ 
35. Circuit Backpack ......................................................................................................................................................................... 
36. Allons Decal ................................................................................................................................................................................. 
37. Grey Cotton T-shirt....................................................................................................................................................................... 
38. Hat, Poplin adjustable   38a  38b  38d ............................................................................................................................
39. Blackhorse T-shirt, 100% cotton, preshrunk, full color BH insignia. GREEN............................................................................
40. Blackhorse T-shirt, 100% cotton, preshrunk, full color BH insignia. GRAY...............................................................................
41. Dark denim shirt – men’s short sleeve.......................................................................................................................................
42. Dark denim shirt– men’s long sleeve.......................................................................................................................................... 
43. Outdoor Wide Brim Hat  S/M  L/Xl......................................................................................................................................... 
46. Blackhorse Saber......................................................................................................................................................................... 
47. 11th Calvary Cap ..........................................................................................................................................................................
48. Sportsman Hat (S/M or L/XL) .........................................................................................................................................................
49. Dry Zone Grid Polo .......................................................................................................................................................................
50. Ladies Jersey Knit Cardigan .......................................................................................................................................................
51. Lightweight Wind Jacket ............................................................................................................................................................ 
52. Blackhorse Pendant ..................................................................................................................................................................... 
53. Woodland Shirt Jacket.................................................................................................................................................................. 
54. Flag pin........................................................................................................................................................................................... 
55. 4” Vietnam Cambodia Patch.......................................................................................................................................................... 
56. Leatherette Koozie (Black or Red).................................................................................................................................................. 
57. Stadium Blanket (Grey or Red)........................................................................................................................................................ 
58. Distressed Military Cap......................................................................................................................................................................

  5.00
  5.00
  3.00
  3.00 
30.00
18.00
  5.00
  8.00
  6.00
  6.00
60.00
22.00
  9.00
  5.00
  4.00
94.00
  5.00
  7.00
  6.50
  5.00
52.00
15.00 
18.00
29.00
15.00
12.00
32.00
  2.00 
20.00 
24.00 
34.00 
28.00 
40.00 
20.00 
  3.00 
20.00
18.00
20.00
20.00
35.00
35.00 
25.00
89.00 
18.50 
18.00 
30.00
40.00
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12.00
53.00 
  6.50 
  5.00 
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22.00
18.50
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ORDER FORM |1st Edition 2025
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4th Quarter, 2023 Thunder Run
Thunder Run 3rd Quarter, 2023
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Item No. Product Description $ Amt             Size           Qty         $ Total 
1. Reunion Polo Shirt  ($42 for S-L; $44 for 2X-4X) ..................................................................................42.00-44.00 ____ ____ ____ 
2. Key ring, Plastic .................................................................................................................................. 6.00 ____ ____ ____ 
3. Bumper Sticker “I Rode With The Blackhorse” w/full color BH insignia ................................................ 3.00 ____ ____ ____ 
4. Window Sticker, full color BH insignia and Vietnam service ribbon ........................................................ 3.00 ____ ____ ____ 
5. Hoodie Sweat Shirt .............................................................................................................................. 30.00 ____ ____ ____ 
7. Blackhorse Shoulder Patch, Colored .................................................................................................... 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
9. CIB car magnet, 3”x4” .......................................................................................................................... 6.00 ____ ____ ____ 
10. Belt: Military style ‘web’ trouser belt with Blackhorse buckle................................................................ 25.00 ____ ____ ____ 
11. Flag, indoor/outdoor 3’x5’ with color insignia .................................................................................... 60.00 ____ ____ ____ 
13. License Plate, metal red & white background with crossed sabers & 11 ............................................ 9.00 ____ ____ ____ 
14. License Plate Frame, metal, black w/Blackhorse 11th US Cavalry in white .......................................... 13.00 ____ ____ ____ 
16. Tote Bag, red & black, 14xl1x6 w/full color BH insignia and VN rib .................................................... 22.00 ____ ____ ____ 
17. Blackhorse Pin .................................................................................................................................. 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
18. 11th ACR Regimental Crest ................................................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
19. Blackhorse Cavalry Pin, brass, 11 over crossed sabers ...................................................................... 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
20. Vietnam Blackhorse Pin w/wreath........................................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
21. Small Magnetic Patch “Blackhorse” (5”x 4 3/4”) ................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
22. DVD 11th ACR in OIF III ...................................................................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
23. DVD - Blackhorse................................................................................................................................15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
25. Blackhorse Coin .................................................................................................................................. 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
26. Large Magnetic Patch “Blackhorse” (8” x 7 3/4”) ................................................................................ 7.00 ____ ____ ____ 
27. Golden Boot Spurs   .......................................................................................................................... 30.00 ____ ____ ____ 
31. Lapel or Hat Pin Size Spurs  .............................................................................................................. 7.00 ____ ____ ____ 
33. Book, “Blackhorse Tales” .................................................................................................................... 25.00 ____ ____ ____ 
35.See-through Window Decal Sabers and Patch, 12” x 13” .................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
38. Hat, Poplin adjustable r 38a,   r 38b,    r 38c .............................................................................................. 17.00 ____ ____ ____ 
39. Blackhorse T-shirt, 100% cotton, preshrunk, full color BH insignia. Specify color: r Light Gray  r Green .... 20.00 ____ ____ ____ 
41. Dark Denim shirt (men’s) ).................................................................................................................... 35.00 ____ ____ ____ 
44. See through Window Decal Blackhorse Patch 5” x  4.5”...................................................................... 10.00 ____ ____ ____ 
45. See through Window Decal Blackhorse Patch 12” x  13” .................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 

Subtotal ____ 
Shipping and Handling ______ 
Total ______

Quartermaster 
11TH ARMORED CAVALRY’S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA

Note: unless otherwise noted, all clothing items are available in size medium through size 
3XL. Specify size and color preference of item requested.

OORRDDEERR  FFOORRMM  ••44tthh  QQttrr  22002233

r Visa r Mastercard Card # ______________________________________Exp. Date __________CVC Code______

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________

* If paying by check, please write your drivers license number on the check.

Shipping Costs: (Includes multiple Items) 

A) $3.00 — $5.00    = $3.00 C) $10.00 — $35.00 = $15.00 Gear Bag Only = $25 00  
B) $6.00 — $10.00   = $9.00 D) $36.00 and up = $20.00 Gear Bags with other items = $28.00

NNEEWW!!

NNEEWW!!

*Name ________________________________________________________________________Phone ____________________________

*Address ______________________________________________________________________Email ______________________________

*City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
r Check if address change
Please include the largest of chosen items S/H costs with your order. Checks or Money Orders should be made payable to Finish Line Awards.
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Previous price lists are invalid. Mail order to: 11th ACVVC QM, c/o Finish Line Awards, P.O. Box 475,
Wellington, CO  80549
* Required info to process your order

NNEEWW!!
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4th Quarter, 2023 Thunder Run
Thunder Run 3rd Quarter, 2023

3131

Item No. Product Description $ Amt             Size           Qty         $ Total 
1. Reunion Polo Shirt  ($42 for S-L; $44 for 2X-4X) ..................................................................................42.00-44.00 ____ ____ ____ 
2. Key ring, Plastic .................................................................................................................................. 6.00 ____ ____ ____ 
3. Bumper Sticker “I Rode With The Blackhorse” w/full color BH insignia ................................................ 3.00 ____ ____ ____ 
4. Window Sticker, full color BH insignia and Vietnam service ribbon ........................................................ 3.00 ____ ____ ____ 
5. Hoodie Sweat Shirt .............................................................................................................................. 30.00 ____ ____ ____ 
7. Blackhorse Shoulder Patch, Colored .................................................................................................... 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
9. CIB car magnet, 3”x4” .......................................................................................................................... 6.00 ____ ____ ____ 
10. Belt: Military style ‘web’ trouser belt with Blackhorse buckle................................................................ 25.00 ____ ____ ____ 
11. Flag, indoor/outdoor 3’x5’ with color insignia .................................................................................... 60.00 ____ ____ ____ 
13. License Plate, metal red & white background with crossed sabers & 11 ............................................ 9.00 ____ ____ ____ 
14. License Plate Frame, metal, black w/Blackhorse 11th US Cavalry in white .......................................... 13.00 ____ ____ ____ 
16. Tote Bag, red & black, 14xl1x6 w/full color BH insignia and VN rib .................................................... 22.00 ____ ____ ____ 
17. Blackhorse Pin .................................................................................................................................. 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
18. 11th ACR Regimental Crest ................................................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
19. Blackhorse Cavalry Pin, brass, 11 over crossed sabers ...................................................................... 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
20. Vietnam Blackhorse Pin w/wreath........................................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
21. Small Magnetic Patch “Blackhorse” (5”x 4 3/4”) ................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
22. DVD 11th ACR in OIF III ...................................................................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
23. DVD - Blackhorse................................................................................................................................15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
25. Blackhorse Coin .................................................................................................................................. 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
26. Large Magnetic Patch “Blackhorse” (8” x 7 3/4”) ................................................................................ 7.00 ____ ____ ____ 
27. Golden Boot Spurs   .......................................................................................................................... 30.00 ____ ____ ____ 
31. Lapel or Hat Pin Size Spurs  .............................................................................................................. 7.00 ____ ____ ____ 
33. Book, “Blackhorse Tales” .................................................................................................................... 25.00 ____ ____ ____ 
35.See-through Window Decal Sabers and Patch, 12” x 13” .................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
38. Hat, Poplin adjustable r 38a,   r 38b,    r 38c .............................................................................................. 17.00 ____ ____ ____ 
39. Blackhorse T-shirt, 100% cotton, preshrunk, full color BH insignia. Specify color: r Light Gray  r Green .... 20.00 ____ ____ ____ 
41. Dark Denim shirt (men’s) ).................................................................................................................... 35.00 ____ ____ ____ 
44. See through Window Decal Blackhorse Patch 5” x  4.5”...................................................................... 10.00 ____ ____ ____ 
45. See through Window Decal Blackhorse Patch 12” x  13” .................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 

Subtotal ____ 
Shipping and Handling ______ 
Total ______

Quartermaster 
11TH ARMORED CAVALRY’S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA

Note: unless otherwise noted, all clothing items are available in size medium through size 
3XL. Specify size and color preference of item requested.

OORRDDEERR  FFOORRMM  ••44tthh  QQttrr  22002233

r Visa r Mastercard Card # ______________________________________Exp. Date __________CVC Code______

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________

* If paying by check, please write your drivers license number on the check.

Shipping Costs: (Includes multiple Items) 

A) $3.00 — $5.00    = $3.00 C) $10.00 — $35.00 = $15.00 Gear Bag Only = $25 00  
B) $6.00 — $10.00   = $9.00 D) $36.00 and up = $20.00 Gear Bags with other items = $28.00

NNEEWW!!

NNEEWW!!

*Name ________________________________________________________________________Phone ____________________________

*Address ______________________________________________________________________Email ______________________________

*City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
r Check if address change
Please include the largest of chosen items S/H costs with your order. Checks or Money Orders should be made payable to Finish Line Awards.
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Previous price lists are invalid. Mail order to: 11th ACVVC QM, c/o Finish Line Awards, P.O. Box 475,
Wellington, CO  80549
* Required info to process your order

NNEEWW!!
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4th Quarter, 2023 Thunder Run
Thunder Run 3rd Quarter, 2023
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Item No. Product Description $ Amt             Size           Qty         $ Total 
1. Reunion Polo Shirt  ($42 for S-L; $44 for 2X-4X) ..................................................................................42.00-44.00 ____ ____ ____ 
2. Key ring, Plastic .................................................................................................................................. 6.00 ____ ____ ____ 
3. Bumper Sticker “I Rode With The Blackhorse” w/full color BH insignia ................................................ 3.00 ____ ____ ____ 
4. Window Sticker, full color BH insignia and Vietnam service ribbon ........................................................ 3.00 ____ ____ ____ 
5. Hoodie Sweat Shirt .............................................................................................................................. 30.00 ____ ____ ____ 
7. Blackhorse Shoulder Patch, Colored .................................................................................................... 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
9. CIB car magnet, 3”x4” .......................................................................................................................... 6.00 ____ ____ ____ 
10. Belt: Military style ‘web’ trouser belt with Blackhorse buckle................................................................ 25.00 ____ ____ ____ 
11. Flag, indoor/outdoor 3’x5’ with color insignia .................................................................................... 60.00 ____ ____ ____ 
13. License Plate, metal red & white background with crossed sabers & 11 ............................................ 9.00 ____ ____ ____ 
14. License Plate Frame, metal, black w/Blackhorse 11th US Cavalry in white .......................................... 13.00 ____ ____ ____ 
16. Tote Bag, red & black, 14xl1x6 w/full color BH insignia and VN rib .................................................... 22.00 ____ ____ ____ 
17. Blackhorse Pin .................................................................................................................................. 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
18. 11th ACR Regimental Crest ................................................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
19. Blackhorse Cavalry Pin, brass, 11 over crossed sabers ...................................................................... 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
20. Vietnam Blackhorse Pin w/wreath........................................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
21. Small Magnetic Patch “Blackhorse” (5”x 4 3/4”) ................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
22. DVD 11th ACR in OIF III ...................................................................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
23. DVD - Blackhorse................................................................................................................................15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
25. Blackhorse Coin .................................................................................................................................. 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
26. Large Magnetic Patch “Blackhorse” (8” x 7 3/4”) ................................................................................ 7.00 ____ ____ ____ 
27. Golden Boot Spurs   .......................................................................................................................... 30.00 ____ ____ ____ 
31. Lapel or Hat Pin Size Spurs  .............................................................................................................. 7.00 ____ ____ ____ 
33. Book, “Blackhorse Tales” .................................................................................................................... 25.00 ____ ____ ____ 
35.See-through Window Decal Sabers and Patch, 12” x 13” .................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
38. Hat, Poplin adjustable r 38a,   r 38b,    r 38c .............................................................................................. 17.00 ____ ____ ____ 
39. Blackhorse T-shirt, 100% cotton, preshrunk, full color BH insignia. Specify color: r Light Gray  r Green .... 20.00 ____ ____ ____ 
41. Dark Denim shirt (men’s) ).................................................................................................................... 35.00 ____ ____ ____ 
44. See through Window Decal Blackhorse Patch 5” x  4.5”...................................................................... 10.00 ____ ____ ____ 
45. See through Window Decal Blackhorse Patch 12” x  13” .................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 

Subtotal ____ 
Shipping and Handling ______ 
Total ______

Quartermaster 
11TH ARMORED CAVALRY’S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA

Note: unless otherwise noted, all clothing items are available in size medium through size 
3XL. Specify size and color preference of item requested.

OORRDDEERR  FFOORRMM  ••44tthh  QQttrr  22002233

r Visa r Mastercard Card # ______________________________________Exp. Date __________CVC Code______

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________

* If paying by check, please write your drivers license number on the check.

Shipping Costs: (Includes multiple Items) 

A) $3.00 — $5.00    = $3.00 C) $10.00 — $35.00 = $15.00 Gear Bag Only = $25 00  
B) $6.00 — $10.00   = $9.00 D) $36.00 and up = $20.00 Gear Bags with other items = $28.00

NNEEWW!!

NNEEWW!!

*Name ________________________________________________________________________Phone ____________________________

*Address ______________________________________________________________________Email ______________________________

*City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
r Check if address change
Please include the largest of chosen items S/H costs with your order. Checks or Money Orders should be made payable to Finish Line Awards.
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Previous price lists are invalid. Mail order to: 11th ACVVC QM, c/o Finish Line Awards, P.O. Box 475,
Wellington, CO  80549
* Required info to process your order

NNEEWW!!
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Thunder Run 3rd Quarter, 2023
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Item No. Product Description $ Amt             Size           Qty         $ Total 
1. Reunion Polo Shirt  ($42 for S-L; $44 for 2X-4X) ..................................................................................42.00-44.00 ____ ____ ____ 
2. Key ring, Plastic .................................................................................................................................. 6.00 ____ ____ ____ 
3. Bumper Sticker “I Rode With The Blackhorse” w/full color BH insignia ................................................ 3.00 ____ ____ ____ 
4. Window Sticker, full color BH insignia and Vietnam service ribbon ........................................................ 3.00 ____ ____ ____ 
5. Hoodie Sweat Shirt .............................................................................................................................. 30.00 ____ ____ ____ 
7. Blackhorse Shoulder Patch, Colored .................................................................................................... 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
9. CIB car magnet, 3”x4” .......................................................................................................................... 6.00 ____ ____ ____ 
10. Belt: Military style ‘web’ trouser belt with Blackhorse buckle................................................................ 25.00 ____ ____ ____ 
11. Flag, indoor/outdoor 3’x5’ with color insignia .................................................................................... 60.00 ____ ____ ____ 
13. License Plate, metal red & white background with crossed sabers & 11 ............................................ 9.00 ____ ____ ____ 
14. License Plate Frame, metal, black w/Blackhorse 11th US Cavalry in white .......................................... 13.00 ____ ____ ____ 
16. Tote Bag, red & black, 14xl1x6 w/full color BH insignia and VN rib .................................................... 22.00 ____ ____ ____ 
17. Blackhorse Pin .................................................................................................................................. 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
18. 11th ACR Regimental Crest ................................................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
19. Blackhorse Cavalry Pin, brass, 11 over crossed sabers ...................................................................... 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
20. Vietnam Blackhorse Pin w/wreath........................................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
21. Small Magnetic Patch “Blackhorse” (5”x 4 3/4”) ................................................................................ 5.00 ____ ____ ____ 
22. DVD 11th ACR in OIF III ...................................................................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
23. DVD - Blackhorse................................................................................................................................15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
25. Blackhorse Coin .................................................................................................................................. 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
26. Large Magnetic Patch “Blackhorse” (8” x 7 3/4”) ................................................................................ 7.00 ____ ____ ____ 
27. Golden Boot Spurs   .......................................................................................................................... 30.00 ____ ____ ____ 
31. Lapel or Hat Pin Size Spurs  .............................................................................................................. 7.00 ____ ____ ____ 
33. Book, “Blackhorse Tales” .................................................................................................................... 25.00 ____ ____ ____ 
35.See-through Window Decal Sabers and Patch, 12” x 13” .................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 
38. Hat, Poplin adjustable r 38a,   r 38b,    r 38c .............................................................................................. 17.00 ____ ____ ____ 
39. Blackhorse T-shirt, 100% cotton, preshrunk, full color BH insignia. Specify color: r Light Gray  r Green .... 20.00 ____ ____ ____ 
41. Dark Denim shirt (men’s) ).................................................................................................................... 35.00 ____ ____ ____ 
44. See through Window Decal Blackhorse Patch 5” x  4.5”...................................................................... 10.00 ____ ____ ____ 
45. See through Window Decal Blackhorse Patch 12” x  13” .................................................................... 15.00 ____ ____ ____ 

Subtotal ____ 
Shipping and Handling ______ 
Total ______

Quartermaster 
11TH ARMORED CAVALRY’S VETERANS OF VIETNAM AND CAMBODIA

Note: unless otherwise noted, all clothing items are available in size medium through size 
3XL. Specify size and color preference of item requested.

OORRDDEERR  FFOORRMM  ••44tthh  QQttrr  22002233

r Visa r Mastercard Card # ______________________________________Exp. Date __________CVC Code______

Signature ____________________________________________________________________________________________

* If paying by check, please write your drivers license number on the check.

Shipping Costs: (Includes multiple Items) 

A) $3.00 — $5.00    = $3.00 C) $10.00 — $35.00 = $15.00 Gear Bag Only = $25 00  
B) $6.00 — $10.00   = $9.00 D) $36.00 and up = $20.00 Gear Bags with other items = $28.00

NNEEWW!!

NNEEWW!!

*Name ________________________________________________________________________Phone ____________________________

*Address ______________________________________________________________________Email ______________________________

*City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________________________________________
r Check if address change
Please include the largest of chosen items S/H costs with your order. Checks or Money Orders should be made payable to Finish Line Awards.
ALL PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE. Previous price lists are invalid. Mail order to: 11th ACVVC QM, c/o Finish Line Awards, P.O. Box 475,
Wellington, CO  80549
* Required info to process your order

NNEEWW!!
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Frank D. Renda (HHT 3/11th ACR, 1966 – 1967) of Somerville, New Jersey, shows his Blackhorse 
pride with his custom license plate and Blackhorse patches! (The big red “R” represents Rutgers 
University.)
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Walker (REG HHT, 69-70) and Kathy Malone of  
Germantown, Illinois show their Blackhorse pride with 
their new  4’ x 2’ stone sign received from their four  
children.
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